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[bookmark: _Toc39868325]Introduction
Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) can be stated as an internet based platform in which the academic sources are in direct linkage to the digital resources for enhancing level of communication between teacher and student. VLE on Moodle platform helps in enhancing a paced learning environment for the students according to their strengths and weaknesses. A proper learning schedule can be developed by virtue of the digital courses on VLEs. Furthermore, the students across various universities can get access to more resources of study which can enhance their level of knowledge immensely. The communicating strata are also enhanced between the teachers and students which help the students to focus more on studies. 
[bookmark: _2kug8lb6fyc0][bookmark: _Toc39868326]Rationale of research
The present research helps in presenting a research on the mannerism of the utility of Moodle platform in VLE enhancing the quality of education for the students of University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. The inability of the teachers to create a study curriculum has seriously affected the students which has reduced their learning capacity in the recent times. It has also been witnessed that both the teachers and the students lack knowledge in handling the complexities of the Moodle platform in VLEs and henceforth the usage of resources are not being done in an efficient manner. The research would also help in stating the effectiveness of Moodle learning platform and provide information regarding the resources available in the Moodle platform which can help in enhancing the experience of learning for the students. 
[bookmark: _Toc39868327]Aim and objectives
The aim of the research is to verify the usage capacity of VLEs in Moodle platform and also to determine its applicability for the students of University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus.
The objectives of the research are as follows:
· To determine the implementation capability of Moodle platform in University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus
· To check the compatibility of Moodle platform in the university
· To manifest the advantages of Moodle platform in VLEs



[bookmark: _Toc39868328]Literature review
Aspects of VLE
Virtual learning Environment (VLEs) is utilised in enhancing the experience of the students in various universities. The usage of digital technology sets the benchmark for teachers as well as students to develop the base of learning by making improvement in learning styles. As stated by Vaganova et al. (2017), the VLE which is most common in use is the Moodle platform. The Moodle platform is equipped with best state-of-art infrastructure which can improve the studying experiences for the students. The curriculum framing of the Moodle platform is in accordance with the likelihood of the students and in this manner the students are able to enhance their interest in their respective subjects. 
[bookmark: _20kkpa176wmv]Impact of VLE on students
VLEs have provided the students in the global scale to interact with teachers all across the globe. In this manner, the students can effectively communicate with other teachers living in a different area. According to the view of Costello et al. (2019), the students of the present day have become heavily dependent on Moodle platform which is one of the main aspects of VLEs. The reliability of the students on the Moodle platform has caused the need to uplift the data infrastructure limit of the interface of Moodle platform. Furthermore, it has also been seen that the students make usage of the Moodle platform for undertaking important notes while investing their time in various projects of the university. 
The Moodle platform has provided a 3 dimensional view of the situational analysis for their respective subjects. More than 40% of the net university students in the global scale have agreed to an increment in grades by a substantial margin due to studying in Moodle platform (Becerra-Romero et al., 2019). It has also been seen that Moodle platform has forced the teachers to take training sessions for making wide usage of Moodle. Training and development sessions have made it imperative for the teachers of the entire university to focus more on skill upgrade. The cost effectiveness of the Moodle platform has made it much more viable compared to any other VLE terrains in many universities across the globe. It has also been found that VLE seems to ease the task of notes preparation for the teachers if they are able to use it effectively. 
Disadvantages of Moodle
The Moodle platform makes use of excellent internet connectivity which might not be available in the village areas. Consequently, the students’ from the rural terrain would not be able to take lessons by virtue of VLE from Moodle. It has also been witnessed that most of the excellent faculties of a university are middle aged persons who have an age range of 45-55 years age. Henceforth, they are not used to using high scale and sophisticated technological tools for providing education. More focus on platform initiation might decrease their ability to teach. As stated by Gulbinskienė et al. (2017), VLE usage has deteriorated the ability of the experienced teachers. So it is evident that installation of VLE is coming at the cost of inadequate teaching from experienced teachers of a university. 
[bookmark: _n74izgrzemtn][bookmark: _Toc39868329]Research methods
Qualitative research 
 It is a procedure in which the data and information is collected by means of an open-ended questionnaire as well as by observing the information obtained (Hennink et al., 2020). It is not numerical and the entire information is collected by virtue of observation, interview, and documented analysis as well as focusing of groups. However, in the present research, thematic analysis has been chosen for information collection. 
Quantitative research
It can be defined as a method of alignment related to collection and investigation of data by close-ended questionnaires. The numerical data is collected in this process and the information obtained is analysed by virtue of statistical, mathematical or computational procedures (Bell et al., 2018). In the following research, primary quantitative data has been collected for the students of University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus for determining the manner in which the students can be benefitted by the usage of the Moodle platform in VLE. The data has been collected by help of telephonic method. 
Sample and sample size 
The population comprises of the entire students community for University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. However, some of them have been used for sampling. The sample size used for the survey is 10 who are currently studying in University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. Random non-probability sampling method has been applied for selecting the students who are to be used as samples. 
Data collection tools 
The survey is conducted for the students by virtue of close-ended questionnaires. The form for their consent has been sent to their residences so that they can be made aware regarding their role in the research process. The form of consent acts an agreement of assurance of the students who are willingly participating in the research. 
Ethical consideration 
The regulations abided by the “Data Protection Act 2018”  has been applied for the process of data collection and it has been made sure that manipulation of data has been prevented strictly. The students have willingly agreed to provide their viewpoint regarding the research process and the responses obtained are not biased by any means. 
[bookmark: _rv311d754l2][bookmark: _Toc39868330]Analysis and discussions
The collection of quantitative data has been done for identifying the ability of Moodle platform for providing support to the VLE of University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. Likert scales have been applied for presenting the questionnaires. 
[bookmark: _Toc39868331]Primary quantitative data collection 
Q1. How much do you agree that the Moodle platform has helped in enhancing the focus of students?
	Options
	Total number of respondents
	Frequency 
	Percentage of responses (%)

	Strongly agree
	10
	3
	30

	Agree
	10
	4
	40

	Neutral
	10
	0
	0

	Disagree
	10
	2
	20

	Strongly disagree
	10
	1
	10


Table 1: Survey response 1
It can be witnessed from the data that 40% of the students agree on Moodle platform increasing the focus on studies for students. The basic reason for this is the digital technological regime based on artificial intelligence which makes it easier for the students to learn. However, 10% of students also disagree that Moodle platform helps in enhancement of focus on studies. 

Q2. How far do you agree the Moodle platform comprises of all the amenities which can enhance performance of VLE of the university?
	Options
	Total number of respondents
	Frequency 
	Percentage of responses (%)

	Strongly agree
	10
	2
	20

	Agree
	10
	4
	40

	Neutral
	10
	1
	10

	Disagree
	10
	2
	20

	Strongly disagree
	10
	1
	10


Table 2: Survey response 2
It can be seen that 40% of the students agree on the Moodle platform comprising of all the basic amenities both academically and electronically which can serve the best of use in VLEs. Moodle is a platform which is generally preferred by majority of the students across the global universities. On the contrary, 10% of the students also disagree on Moodle containing all the required amenities for it to be served well in VLE. 
Q3. How far do you agree that the Moodle platform is effective in enhancing the communication between the teacher and the students?
	Options
	Total number of respondents
	Frequency 
	Percentage of responses (%)

	Strongly agree
	10
	3
	30

	Agree
	10
	2
	20

	Neutral 
	10
	2
	20

	Disagree
	10
	1
	10

	Strongly disagree
	10
	2
	20


Table 3: Survey response 3
It is very evident that 30% of the students strongly agree on Moodle platform enhancing the form of communication between students and teachers. The basic reason for this is that the teachers and students can communicate between themselves 24 hours on Moodle platform. 
Q4. Do you agree that the Moodle platform is handled effectively by the teachers of the university?
	Options
	Total number of respondents
	Frequency 
	Percentage of responses (%)

	Strongly agree
	10
	1
	10

	Agree
	10
	1
	10

	Neutral
	10
	1
	10

	Disagree
	10
	5
	50

	Strongly disagree
	10
	2
	20



Table 4: Survey response 4
It is clear that 50% of the students disagree on teachers handling the Moodle platform effectively as per requirement. The basic reason for this is that the teachers are not used to handle highly sophisticated technology which is used in the Moodle platform. However, 10% of students also agree that the teachers are able to handle the Moodle platform effectively. 
Q5. How far do you agree that Moodle platform sets the benchmark for variable learning procedure for the students?
	Options
	Total number of respondents
	Frequency 
	Percentage of responses (%)

	Strongly agree
	10
	3
	30

	Agree
	10
	3
	30

	Neutral
	10
	1
	10

	Disagree
	10
	2
	20

	Strongly disagree
	10
	1
	10


Table 5: Survey response 5
It is very clear that 30% of the students agree on Moodle platform setting the benchmark for variable learning for the students. Moodle platform provides digitalised curriculum which is designed according to strengths and weakness of a student. 
Q6. How far do you agree that flexibility in learning can be enhanced by Moodle platform in VLEs?
	Options
	Total number of respondents
	Frequency 
	Percentage of responses (%)

	Strongly agree
	10
	2
	20

	Agree
	10
	4
	40

	Neutral 
	10
	1
	10

	Disagree
	10
	1
	10

	Strongly disagree
	10
	2
	20


Table 6: Survey response 6
[bookmark: _7ndhw620me0h][bookmark: _lhqn4dj3m0p]It can be stated that 40% of students agree on Moodle platform providing flexibility to the students for learning. The Moodle platform provides the students the chance to procure anytime learning which can enhance their level of learning. 
[bookmark: _Toc39868332]Thematic analysis
Benefits of Moodle platform
Moodle platform provides the students with a chance to manifest their lessons multiple numbers of times at any stage of the day. In the global arena, the Moodle platform has been preferred by more than 55% of the universities which have concept of VLE learning procedure in their campus (STRAKA et al., 2017). The Moodle platform is also equipped with essential amenities by virtue of which it can be easily used by the teachers as well as the students of the university. Furthermore, this platform also provides the teachers with a chance to analyse the performance level of each and every student and make strategies for improving their performance by new techniques. 
Network interface of Moodle platform
The Moodle network feature makes use of Moodle administrator for establishing a linkage with Moodle for sharing the essential resources. The network is well balanced and connected so that the networking interface can be bettered. In the recent times, artificial intelligence techniques such as Internet of Things (IoT) are made use for enhancing the interface of Moodle platform (Primo et al., 2017). The usage of artificial intelligence would also reduce the complexities in the usage of Moodle platform for both the teachers and the students. 
[bookmark: _Toc39868333]Recommendation for future research
The connectivity of Moodle needs to be designed in such a way so that it also works by the usage of internet interface which has low intensity. In this manner, more number of rural students would be able to access the advantages of Moodle platform. The base for training and development of teachers on digital platform needs to be enhanced so that they can easily concentrate on subject matter on a higher extent. 
[bookmark: _q93plbjyqtbc][bookmark: _Toc39868334]Conclusion
It can be concluded that the Moodle platform in VLEs provides the capacity to the strengths for learning their lessons multiple times. In this manner, the students of University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus would be able to gain impetus in their knowledge domain by regular revision of their subjects. However, it has been witnessed that the teachers and also some students face difficulty in dealing with the complexities which are associated with the usage of Moodle platform in VLE. Due to this, handling of Moodle platform becomes difficult to be managed by the faculties and students for usage. 
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Questionnaire
Q1. How much do you agree that the Moodle has helped in enhancing the focus of students?
	Options
	Total number of respondents
	Frequency 
	Percentage of responses (%)

	Strongly agree
	10
	3
	30

	Agree
	10
	4
	40

	Neutral
	10
	0
	0

	Disagree
	10
	2
	20

	Strongly disagree
	10
	1
	10







Q2. How far do you agree the Moodle of your university is well developed with all resources as per the needs of the students?
	Options
	Total number of respondents
	Frequency 
	Percentage of responses (%)

	Strongly agree
	10
	2
	20

	Agree
	10
	4
	40

	Neutral
	10
	1
	10

	Disagree
	10
	2
	20

	Strongly disagree
	10
	1
	10



 
Q3. How far do you agree that the Moodle platform is effective in enhancing the communication between the teacher and the students?
	Options
	Total number of respondents
	Frequency 
	Percentage of responses (%)

	Strongly agree
	10
	3
	30

	Agree
	10
	2
	20

	Neutral
	10
	2
	20

	Disagree
	10
	1
	10

	Strongly disagree
	10
	2
	20




Q4. Do you agree that the Moodle platform is handled effectively by the teachers of the university?
	Options
	Total number of respondents
	Frequency 
	Percentage of responses (%)

	Strongly agree
	10
	1
	10

	Agree
	10
	1
	10

	Neutral
	10
	1
	10

	Disagree
	10
	5
	50

	Strongly disagree
	10
	2
	20












 

Q5. How far do you agree that Moodle platform sets the benchmark for variable learning procedure for the students?
	Options
	Total number of respondents
	Frequency 
	Percentage of responses (%)

	Strongly agree
	10
	3
	30

	Agree
	10
	3
	30

	Neutral
	10
	1
	10

	Disagree
	10
	2
	20

	Strongly disagree
	10
	1
	10













Q6. How far do you agree that flexibility in learning can be enhanced by moodle platform in VLEs?
	Options
	Total number of respondents
	Frequency 
	Percentage of responses (%)

	Strongly agree
	10
	2
	20

	Agree
	10
	4
	40

	Neutral 
	10
	1
	10

	Disagree
	10
	1
	10

	Strongly disagree
	10
	2
	20
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Percentage of responses (%)	
Strongly agree	Agree	Neutral 	Disagree	Strongly disagree	30	20	20	10	20	



Percentage of responses (%)	
Strongly agree	Agree	Neutral 	Disagree	Strongly disagree	10	10	10	50	20	


Percentage of responses (%)	
Strongly agree	Agree	Neutral 	Disagree	Strongly disagree	30	30	10	20	10	



Percentage of responses (%)	
Strongly agree	Agree	Neutral 	Disagree	Strongly disagree	20	40	10	10	20	



Percentage of responses (%)	
Strongly agree	Agree	Neutral 	Disagree	Strongly disagree	30	40	0	20	10	


Percentage of responses (%)	
Strongly agree	Agree	Neutral 	Disagree	Strongly disagree	20	40	10	20	10	


10

