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Introduction 
In this report I am going to be looking over at my first year at university and looking at the feedback I received from doing my first assignments and looking at and highlighting the areas that I can improve on.  I started on first year and then moved down into foundation year. I think the intensity of the maths and the science is what I struggled with most I think it was all a bit too much for me to learn all at once as I wasn’t familiar with any of the subjects beforehand. After now moving down to foundation and getting up to speed and also gaining confidence in myself that I am able to do the work I feel like this first year I should be able to pass and continue with my studies.


























First poster 62/100
First impression is that there is too much white
space at the bottom of the poster.
More of your sources are cited within your poster
and you have a good number of sources.
Good level of technical explanation is included into
why the regen works.,
The font size of your text varies across the poster
which is a shame.
Generally the content of the poster is good but it
could have been presented more consistently and
spread across the poster better.
Future Poster Mark = 62%
Overall CWK2 Mark = 64%
The first piece of coursework I did was the Technical Posters for the Academic Writing course of my studies. Here I had to construct two posters about my topic of choice and another one about a given subject. For the subjects of my posters I chose motorcycle engines for the Historic poster and electric cars for my Future poster.
The feedback I received on my future poster, Electric Vehicles, was as follows: 
From the feedback received I learned that I need to pay closer attention to my presentation and how I go about structuring and laying out my poster. I should perhaps have used more references as well. The main comments were on the presentation of the poster, I have learned to watch out and make sure that my layout is correct and to always double check it, because, when adding pictures and making changes can cause text to move around on Word.



Historic Poster 65/100
Good selection of sources on the reference list, however apart for images, there is only one in-text citations on the poster. The poster does need to be proof read as there are some sections that don't make sense. Good explanation as to how a 2 stroke engine works. The pros and cons section shows some analysis of the engine as well. The poster is presented to a reasonable standard.

The Historic poster I did was on Motorcycle Engines and the pros and cons of two strokes vs 4 strokes. I think this poster was easier for me as it’s a subject I feel more comfortable with and have previous experience of. However, I think because a lot of the the text was from my own knowledge, I should have added more in text citations to back up and confirm what I was saying. Like the last poster, proof reading seems to be a big issue for me. Going into first year the feedback I have got through foundation this seems like something I really need to work on and need to slow down when I'm doing these assignments so I don't make as many spelling errors and mistakes so that there is less for me to change during proof reading and should reduce the overall amount if mistakes I make.




















Science assignment 48/100
My third piece of coursework was a science report. We did an experiment in one of the labs and from the data we took we had to write a report showing our findings.
Laith, you have carried out nearly every aspect of what was requested, and have tried to discuss andjustify most things.  More research and citing needed.  The thing that lets you down most is yourreport structure, spelling and grammar, some sentences make very little sense.  If you have not beento student services for testing then I strongly recommend you get this done before you leave forsummer.  start getting a friend to proof read your work for these kinds of errors.
This work was my first real technical report that I had to write for university, so it was a bit of a learning curve as to what was expected and what exactly needs to be put into a technical report. I think if I was to do this coursework again its clear from the comments above that I need to add more research and other examples of people doing this experiment to back my results and understanding up, and to also compare and help validate my results. However, out of all the coursework I have done so far I think this is the worst for my punctuation and grammar. I think, with it being a report, and not the poster, there were a lot more chances where I could have made errors and now reading back through it there are a lot of places where paragraphs don’t really make sense at all.
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Overall, in my foundation year I learned a lot about myself and the way that I work. I feel like I'm confident doing hands on work and can visualise and understand basic concepts quite quickly. However, it has been highlighted that my grammar and spelling are a serious weak point in my writing skills. I really need to look at and focus on this as I feel that it will hold me back and seriously affect me in assignments to come. I feel like a lot of my spelling and grammar problems come down to me just trying to type as much and as fast as I can as I'm thinking of what to type. If I was to relax a little and actually think about what I wanted to type then I believe a lot of my spelling errors and my overall structuring and presentation would improve.
I have also learned from last year that I should avoid leaving assignments to the last minute to complete them. I know from experience that I find it hard to concentrate sometimes and struggle to have motivation to do assignments and task in subjects that I'm not as interested in, so I tended to leave those assignments to the last minute and push them to one side so I wouldn’t have to think about them. Then it was a big rush to do them the night before and in turn the work I gave in suffered.


























Conclusion 
So, in conclusion I have learned a lot from my first year at University. The start of my first year was a shock to me because of the standard of written and academic work that was required. I wasn’t used to this and it was too much for me to handle all at once. I therefore feel that it was the right decision for me to drop down to foundation year so that I could build my confidence on the academic side of the course.
I have also taken Abigail’s advice that I should get someone to proof read my work. It has been highlighted numerous times that I struggle with this, so getting my flatmate to double check my work before I hand it in should make sure that my work is as good as it can be. I have also started to take small breaks after I write out a paragraph and use this time to then go back over what I have just written so that I can check the punctuation and read it back to myself, this way it's still fresh in my mind and I'm not leaving all of my corrections until the end where they all seem to pile up and it’s easy for me to miss them.
[bookmark: _GoBack]I think that If I carry on with the steps that I have been trying to implement since starting first year, such as taking my time, having someone proof read my work, and also working on my weaknesses such as adding more referencing to my work and researching from different sources then I should have more success in future assignments.
