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Task 1
[bookmark: _Hlk8156660][bookmark: _Hlk8157044]For this assignment I have chosen to read ‘Anhreg i Doli Glwt’ to consolidate a group of children’s learning in Year 1 who are aged 5 to 6. The book ‘Anhreg i Doli Glwt’ is especially appropriate for children aged five to six in year 1 as it contains lots of important simple sentence patterns which are repeated throughout the book and there are lots of pictures which are appealing to young children. ‘Anhreg i Doli Glwt’ is a series of books that follow adventures of the same characters, the children have been reading these books as a class, so the children are familiar with the characters and continuing their learning of simple sentence patterns in Welsh. To help me plan my lesson I looked at the foundation phase framework to see which skills I could focus the children’s learning on to help me decide on a learning objective, under the Welsh language development reading skill it states that children should be given the opportunity to “appreciate books, stories and words around them” and “follow stories read to them and respond as appropriate” (Foundation Phase Framework Pg. 40). The learning objective for this reading session was ‘to read Anhreg i Doli Glwt and begin to practice using the sentence pattern Fy hoff’.
 This story is relevant to the children as they had been completing work around their theme of “Community Explorers” and had earlier on in the week been on a trip to St Fagans where they were given the opportunity to learn about historical toys and play with old toys. Colin Baker (2011) states that “Education by itself cannot enable a minority language to become revitalized” (Foundations of Bilingual Education, Pg. 72) this emphasizes the importance of putting context to learning because teaching Welsh in schools is not enough to save the language, children need to be given the skills to be able to speak the language in other environments. This is a big part of Successful Futures and the new curriculum, giving children’s learning a purpose, learning through the Welsh language to learn about Welsh history, literature and culture in every aspect of a schools ethos and life so that children are able to confidently speak Welsh by the age of 16 and use Welsh at every opportunity outside of the school environment (Successful Futures). I chose the book ‘Anhreg i Doli Glwt’ to incorporate Welsh into the theme the pupils were learning and to see if the children could recall some of the toys they had seen on the trip, to build on their prior knowledge. The concept of activating and building on prior knowledge comes from Piaget’s constructivist learning theory. Piaget’s schema theory is that activating prior knowledge is important so that children can make connection to the new information they are learning (Simple Psychology: Piaget).The learning intention of using this book is to introduce the sentence pattern “Fy hoff” as the children had previously been practicing using “Dw’in hoffi” this stems from the concept of Vygotsky’s zone of proximal development seeing what children can do and moving them onto the next step by using a more knowledgeable other to guide them through the scaffolding process (Simple Psychology: Vygotsky). I used this concept in my reading session by reading to a mixed ability group so that the children could help eachother when translating. In the Language, Literacy and Communication area of learning the children will be given “active learning opportunities that build on prior experiences and support them to become independent thinkers and learners” (Foundation Phase Framework Pg.15). My personal training target for this session was to promote Y Cwricwlwm Cymreig by reading this Welsh book and asking the children questions in Welsh whilst, encouraging them to answer in Welsh. Furthermore, the children will be using their thinking skills to translate words and understand the text to answer questions. I will also be using ARC to reflect on my teaching experience to reflect on my teaching techniques and the children’s understanding to see how I can make improvements for next time.

Task 2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nsKONZmQG_w&feature=youtu.be

Task 3
On reflection of reading “Anhreg i Doli Glwt” to the children I have highlighted aspects that I can definitely make improvements on. Overall, I feel my lesson went well, I was nervous at first but once I started reading and the children were interacting, I felt more confident. Welsh is not my strongest subject and I struggle to use it in my lessons due to a lack of confidence so doing this reading really helped me develop my confidence using Welsh. I was really impressed with the children’s behavior as they were all listening and engaged. I had decided to read to a smaller group to help the children focus more as there was a varied ability in my class, some children struggled with Welsh more than others.  By reviewing my reading session, I have highlighted some improvements that could be made to help me develop as a teacher.
One aspect that went well was my preparation and organisation which comes under the QTS standard S3.1 I had planned my lesson using the curriculum documents and assessed learner’s knowledge to see how they needed to be supported (Education Wales,2009). Another aspect that went well was my subject knowledge, this relates to S2 in the QTS standards, I had practiced the story and my pronunciation before the reading to help me improve my subject knowledge, I also used prompt notes to help me learn sentence patterns and noted down some questions to ask the children to help focus their learning and to monitor their understanding. In addition to this, I had written down the meaning of some phrases from the book to help me translate if I got stuck. I found that using questions as an assessment for learning strategy was effective as I could see which children were confidently answering questions and which children needed some more prompting and support. The use of repetition throughout my reading went well, I was asking similar questions throughout the session to get the children familiar with the key words. I think child engagement was good, I was praising and rewarding the children when they were answering a question, it is very daunting particularly when learning a language to put your hand up and answer a question incase you get it wrong or pronounce something incorrectly, however each child in the group had a go and took part which made me really proud. Praising children and using positive reinforcement stems from the concept of operant conditioning developed by Skinner, he believed that positive behavior that was rewarded would more often be repeated (Simple Psychology: Skinner), I used this theory when praising the children for putting their hands up and answering a question by saying “da iawn”. 
One element of learning that was disappointing and needs improvement is my body language and expressions. I am quite a quiet person so I think if I was reading to a whole class, I would have to project my voice a lot more, by watching the video I can see how quiet I speak and how nervous I appear. Another thing I noticed that did not go very well is that I was looking down at my book of notes a lot which takes my attention away from the children, I should have been facing them more. Another disappointing element was my facial expressions, I think I was so focused on trying to pronounce the Welsh words correctly I forgot to be more expressive and be more engaged in the story which is particularly important when reading to young children.
Moving forward I will continue to prepare and organize my lessons well by using the curriculum documents and focusing my teaching by having notes prepared and a good lesson plan. I will continue to use positive reinforcement strategies to reward children’s good behavior and use a variety of assessment for learning strategies. I think next time I will try and vary my questioning more and try to give children more time to answer or give them more time and come back to them later to answer the question if they’re struggling to answer on the spot. I will also try using a random name picker if I was asking questions to a larger group of pupils so that the children are picked at random to encourage children to listen because they will not know who could be asked a question. To ensure effective teaching I will try using different assessment for learning strategies such as; asking children to summaries the story, asking open ended questions, asking children to reflect on the story, think pair share and two stars and a wish. Hattie (2011) describes assessment for learning strategies as a key part of a learner’s progress, by listening to teachers feedback they can gain more confidence and have ways to improve.
I think the cause of the most disappointing element of my lesson was my nerves, I was so worried about pronouncing something wrong that I wasn’t expressive enough when reading the story. One possible solution could be practicing reading in front of a peer and then they give me feedback on my facial expressions, giving me pointers on how I can improve. I could also record myself reading a story and then watch it back to reflect on my body language and facial expressions so I can self-assess and see where I need to make improvements.
My next step will be to continue my development of Welsh by practicing at home and using more Welsh in the classroom by giving simple instructions to the children in Welsh, I will also make sure to have a list of keywords in Welsh that I will change weekly so that I am using new vocabulary each week.  To improve my reading, I will read more books to the children and try to be more animated, lively and expressive. Hopefully by following these steps my Welsh will grow with confidence as I grow as a teacher.
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