

Independent Project – Final Proposal form 2025/6

	Student Name: Levi Stewart (I’m terribly sorry about any comedic jabs or offshoots, they’re implanted in my writing style and they wont leave.)

	Proposal Title: The State of the Modern American Community (Amateur) Theatre, The State of Modern American Politics in the Theatre, and How to Explain it Using the Frogs of Aristophanes.

	Proposal Subtitle: A Caffeine Induced Deluge into the Benefits of Community Theatre and How the Modern American Political Sphere Might Be Slowly Killing It.

	Key themes you are going to explore: American Community Theatre (equivalent of Amateur theatre), its benefits to the viewer and community, funding and financial costs, and changes in those aspects in the modern political sphere (especially with the current American administration).

	Explain how your investigation is pertinent to your area of study: It is pertinent in the way that many American actors that sit outside of professional theatre hotspots (e.g. NYC, LA) tend to turn to the local community theatres to get their fills. I am American and was very much involved in a community theatre back home; one that shut down due to funding cuts. I want to research into this and learn why that happened. 

	Proposal aims and objectives: I aim to, in a dissertation, highlight the impacts of the modern administration on the funding sources for community theatres and how it can impact the output and environment. I plan to contact with a variety of theatres in my hometown that I have personal connections to, including local theatres, youth theatre companies, high school theatres, college level theatres, and the owner of a theatre that recently had to shut down due to a lack of funding. I also hope to set up a few general audience surveys in collaboration with the local theatre groups for an idea on how going to and participating in live theatre can impact the audience on a personal and emotional level. 


	Proposed Collaborations: This is the hard part--due to the specifics of my area of research, it will most likely be difficult to collaborate with another person on the dissertation side of my project. I do however hope to look for a possibility of a collaboration if I can manage to create some kind of immersive theatre production out of this.

	What will be your practical investigation/output? WOOHOOOhoohoohoooooo.
I absolutely plan on creating a full 6000-10000 fully researched and sourced dissertation on the importance of local American community theatre, and hopefully the research will be applicable to community theatre outside of the USA sphere, AND! IF. I can manage to wrangle my scattered and undiagnosed creative mind for at least five afternoons, I hope to create some kind of minimum-30-minute theatre production meant to emphasize the costs and importance of community theatre. 






