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The bronze age Cypriote spearhead is a particularly interesting source, it reveals a lot of interesting things about the nature of Cypriote weaponry of the bronze age, and it opens the door for a debate on possible motivations for burying an extraordinary well-crafted spearhead in the ground, seemingly unused. As a source, the spearhead is of particular interest to those looking to expand their understanding of bronze age Cypriote weaponry, nobility, and burials. 
The spearhead in figure one is of a very interesting construction. Examination of the way the spear has been made gives indication of its intended use, where it belongs in the chronology of Cypriote weapons, and on the possible status of its wielder. This copper-alloy spearhead is of a tanged construction, that is rather than a socket it has a long, and in this case hooked, tang that would extend into a spear haft and then be lashed and glued in place. This alone indicates that this is a quite old spear as the invention of the socketed spear would slowly displace the tang style in Europe. The use of a prominent mid-rib and the head overall length indicate this was made to be used as a thrusting spear, intended for close melee combat. This style would not be particularly useful for cutting or throwing due to this style of construction. While the construction of this spear is quite interesting it is of particular note that it would indicate the presence of a weapon-bearing elites[footnoteRef:1]. The amount of bronze required for this spearhead would indicate a high concentration of wealth to produce this, especially as early as this spear would be in the chronology of weapons. Tanged spears are inferior to socketed ones in many areas, and the presence of the hooked tang means that this Cypriote spear is one that is either stylistically of an older style, or one that predated the invention of the socketed spear, as this type of spear replaced the tanged style almost universally in the near east. [1:  Priscilla Schuster Keswani, Death, Prestige, and Copper in Bronze Age Cyprus, (American Journal of Archaeology), p. 362] 

The spear is the primary weapon of warriors all the way from the dim corners of the ancient prehistoric past all the way to relatively recently, even up to around the 17th to 18th century in some parts of the world. This means that in its long tenure at the top of the proverbial weapons food chain it has amassed a certain image, an image that projects power, authority, and a certain level of dread. The fact that this spear was found in a grave would indicate that the occupant is either concerned with warfare or wished to draw upon the reputation of the spear as a symbol of authority and dread. This would indicate that the person buried with this spear is part of the early to middle bronze age weapon carrying elite that may have been around in Cyprus at this time.[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  Louise, Steel,' Cyprus', in Eric H. Cline (ed.), The Oxford Handbook of the Bronze Age Aegean
 (2012; online edn, Oxford Academic, 18 Sept. 2012),
] 

Cyprus was at this time one of the primary exporters and producers of copper and bronze, the islands vast natural reserves and incredibly strategic position led to the island becoming a prominent trade hub[footnoteRef:3]. This perfect location for trade was used by the local population to export large amounts of bronze weapons and tools. This was one of the many reasons for cypriut bronze being so common in the bronze age Aegean and Mediterranean near east. Cyprus was a prominent trade hub for the civilization of the area. [3:  Steel, Cyprus, ] 

Figure 1 in particular is an interesting source, and one very worth examination. It was found in a grave, and as such is a grave good, and not part of the huge number of exported weapons originating in Cyprus. A spear head, while a simple object and on its own only of a certain historical value, when put in proper context, in this case as a grave good, leads to an incredibly intriguing source. It lends credence to the theory of a weapon wielding warrior elite. This spear, as a source is a very interesting insight into the world of the bronze age, like many archeological finds the context of the find is incredibly important. To fully understand why this spear was buried we would have to look at the general context of the find. As a source, this spear is a useful indicator of the social status of the interred individual, the quantity of bronze would indicate a certain level in the societal structure of bronze age Cyprus. The spear can also be used as an initial indicator of the persons sex, while females buried with weapons is not wholly unknown in this era, or in history in general. It is more usually males who are buried with weapons. As an indicator of social status and prowess on the battlefield. This spear especially is interesting as it has a distinctive hooked tang, which could give an indication of the era from which it was recovered. Spears more generally have sockets, the presence of a tang indicated that the person buried here was very wealthy to have such a relatively large spearhead in an era that predated the socket.

In conclusion, this spear is an incredibly interesting source, and when examined in context leads to some engaging and entertaining conclusions about the interred individual. The location of the find, Cyprus, is also an interesting one and this spear can help give archeologists an increasing understanding of how bronze age Cyprus fit into the wider Mediterranean and Aegean world. 
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