Callum ANDREWS
The benefits of hosting the commonwealth games in Birmingham 2022 justified the money invested to deliver the event 
Introduction 
In this introduction I am going to research the positive and negative outcomes of the 2022 Birmingham commonwealth games and to underpin the different specifics of how the commonwealth games has generally impacted the environment since the commonwealth games was participated.
Positives of the event 
In 2017, Birmingham was awarded the chance to host the Commonwealth games for the year of 2022 and didn't start commencing their planning until 2018 which only gave them 4 and a half years to prepare compared to the usual standard of 6 years to host the games. A total of £778 million in public funding was allocated, supplemented with £120 million of commercial income raised. This quote supported by the UK.GOV website shows the depth of income needed to host the games to fulfil the planning preparation time needed to withstand the expectation required. The UK.GOV website states that “extended to the wider UK and globally, with global TV viewership of the Games events of 834.9 million, over 215 million digital views and 141 million interactions on social media.” and by further backing their statement produced in their executive summary report “based on available data on key priority groups10, this was largely achieved among Legacy Programmed participants and OC employees”. This implies that the overall scale and size of the commonwealth games in terms of social media interactions, TV viewership throughout the extended parts of the UK and globally was massively achieved with the statistics supplied in their executive summary. 
Another positive outcome of the commonwealth games was that their aim was “to bring people together” a scheme set prior to the delivery of the major event, this was supported after the Birmingham 2022 commonwealth games with supplying the statistics that stated through UK.GOV website “Monitoring data shows that the 6.9 million attendees, participants, volunteers and employees22 directly engaged by the Games, comprised:” this demonstrates the general people the events could have impacted at the timing of the event with providing good quality entertainment for viewers at the event or even online with the correct use of televised footage at the games with coverage globally. This statement has also seen a great deal of positivity that the number of people gaining short term to a medium term of jobs was also supplied jobs for the public during the commonwealth games and the preparation for the games 
Negatives
The 2022 commonwealth games faced several challenges prior or during the major event, however one challenge out faced them all in that retrospectively the commonwealth games was participated through the covid-19 pandemic which made the overall event a lot more challenging to produce for spectators the Newspaper Live Birmingham quoted that, “Organizers of the Birmingham 2022 Commonwealth Games have vowed they are ready for anything - including another surge of the Covid-19 virus. They said they could test every visitor hoping to attend the games before entry, if needed.” this quote supported through the local media of the major event shows that this could have detrimental effect on the quantity of spectators attending the games as local people would refuse to even attend the event due to the mass population rise of tourists within the area of Birmingham as a large group of people could be vulnerable to the virus. However, other factors such as the Ukraine War and Brexit could also be a factor as to why hosting this event could be so challenging 
The commonwealth games have seen a lot of criticism over the amount of expenditure that has been divided to make the games even happen through preparation of the event with over “Economic analysis from Birmingham University suggested that the city's Commonwealth Games generated a net profit of about £100m, on a budget of £778m.Some £594m came from central government, while the city council and its partners paid £184m.” These statistics shows that the amount of time and hard work just to get the commonwealth games up and running just make £100 million profit with much of the budget coming from the public
Although the games had a slight profitable margin from the conclusion of the event, does this mean that Birmingham has future long-term income through tourism and future jobs secured for people prior to the event to make this project even more valuable to the public?
Conclusion 
In conclusion I think that the Birmingham commonwealth games hosted in 2022 was not such a success as it turned out to be as the profitable margin was not as great as it could have turned out to be with only just £100 million from such a scale of event. However, with this opinion I do think that Birmingham has failed to deliver in relation to the event to regularly supply consistent full-time jobs for the local public. Although over 40,000 jobs were supplied during the events how many of those jobs were voluntary? Statistics show that 11,751 of those jobs were on a voluntary basis.
Part 2 
Using a situational (SWOT) Analysis, discuss if the city of Swansea could be a suitable host venue for major sporting events 
Based on your findings identify a suitable sports event that Swansea could feasibly host and clarify the events concept and objectives
Introduction 
In this part of my essay, I will be exploring the different opportunities that could surround the city of Swansea of being able to host a major event. I will be underpinning a SWOT analysis highlighting key areas of which could benefit the city of Swansea by hosting the major event and by giving one key example of which event I could use to help boost the economy of Swansea through tourist attractions 
Strengths 
Swansea has plenty of strengths as to why this area could be the perfect host for a major event. Strengths such as the scenery on display within the city such as the Gower peninsula or even Swansea beach front could be considered as a positive indicator help build the perfect facility if invested into for a major event, Swansea council recorded over the 2023 calendar year that “Total visitors to the area: 4.7M visitors” this statistic weighs greatly in Favour in terms of depth of tourist attractions supplied by area of Swansea. This statement from the council of Swansea has plenty of positives because if there are more tourists the more likely they will want to invest financially in the area. 
The benefits from this are huge as more resources are at a higher rate of interest from tourists attending the city, this greatly benefits Hotels, Restaurants, The Shopping Centre and many other indicators in the city area. 
In terms of facilities,
Swansea also has the Swansea.com Stadium which has over a 20,000-seat capacity for fans attending an event. 
Swansea has a national pool, 4g all-weather pitch, athletics running track, multiple hockey fields, an indoor sports hall, tennis courts and squash courts all located in one area located at Swansea University  
Swansea has also developed new features in recent years with the development of the Swansea Arena which has a capacity of “3,500 capacity, multi-function auditorium is set to cater for the music lovers, the comedy enthusiasts, and musical theatre afficionados.” 
Swansea also has St Helens which is mainly used for Rugby and Cricket and has a capacity of over 8,000 people to attend each event 
Weaknesses 
The lack of state-of-the-art facilities required to host a major event 
The general population mass within this area
Opportunities 
There are plenty of opportunities surrounding the area of Swansea for a wide range of events but how about a major event? With investment I do believe that Swansea could host a major event. An opportunity worth exploring would be looking into hosting a commonwealth game as Swansea has plenty of places to possibly facilitate this idea. With the investment that has been launched into the Birmingham commonwealth games with over £800 million allocated for that major event back in 2022 Swansea has got potential in that industry of hosting the commonwealth games 
Threats
Many threats such as the indicator of Cardiff by having more allowing facilities could outbid Swansea for most major events and having been the capital of Wales as well.  
Conclusion 
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