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A Critical Comparison of the moon in three primary source documents.

HPCA7031 – Essay 1

Sophie Amos 2210733
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This paper will compare and contrast the treatment of the astrological use of the moon in the following three sources: Lucretius, De Rerum Natura
, trans. W.H.D. Rouse (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1924), Cicero, De Natura Deorum
, trans. By H. Rackham (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1933) and R. Campbell Thompson, The Reports of the Magicians and Astrologers of Nineveh and Babylon in the British Museum
, (London: Luzac and Co., 1900).  De Rerum Natura
, was written by the Roman poet and philosopher Titus Lucretius Carus (Lucretius) in the 1st century BC and stands as an enduring didactic epic poem of philosophical and scientific themes. This work was created to explain the principles of the Epicurean philosophy, with a particular focus on atomism and materialism. At the core of the poem there is a distinct exploration in the connections between human understanding and the procurement of knowledge. This has been supported by many academics who believe that this piece is an advocating for the primacy of the senses in the understanding of the world
. Traditionally attributed to Gaius Memmius as its intended audience, the 1982 translation by Smith supplements this theory by suggesting that the composition of the work aimed to persuade Memmius, a respected figure, to embrace the philosophical doctrines of Epicureanism
. The poem is structured into six books, which use metaphor and eloquent language to explore Epicurean physics. Throughout the six books, the fundamentals are covered: the nature of the soul and intellect, the explanation of emotional and cognitive processes, and the comprehensive exploration of celestial phenomena
. The poem uses a hexameter structure that weaves together the realms of poetry and philosophy, demonstrating Lucretius's philosophical acumen for understanding its contents. 

Marcus Tillius Cicero is the author of De Natura Deorum, which is a multifaceted philosophical work that delves into the nature of the gods through a structured dialogue involving three Roman philosophers. Written in 45BC, the central subject matter revolves around the nature of the gods and their attributes, framed within philosophical and religious debates
. In this tripartite discourse, Velleius, representing the Epicurean school, articulates arguments congruent with Epicurean principles, which posit gods as remote and uninvolved in human affairs
 although they are contingent on the belief in remote and uninvolved gods. In the subsequent book, Balbus, representing Stoic philosophy, argues for the existence of gods intricately linked with the rationality, providence, and cosmic order of the universe
however they may depend on certain premises that not all readers would accept
. The final instalment features Cotta, the Academic Skeptic, who, in alignment with his school of thought, introduces skepticism regarding the gods' existence 
, but arguably may not provide positive arguments for his skeptical position. Cicero's use of rhetorical skills encourages readers to arrive at their own conclusions, subsequently making the philosophical content more accessible to a broader audience. 

In 1900, R. Campbell Thompson, an academic at the University of Oxford and the British Museum, authored The Reports of the Magicians and Astrologers of Nineveh and Babylon. This work has been separated into volume I, the printing of the cuneiform texts to supplement works done prior to this, in the second volume Thompson has given transliterations and translations to the texts
. Creating a compilation of cuneiform texts from the ruins of Nineveh and Babylon, unveiling insights into magical and astrological practices in ancient Mesopotamia, predominantly during the Neo-Assyrian and Neo-Babylonian periods (9th to 6th centuries BCE). These texts encompass omens, rituals, and

predictions related to celestial occurrences like eclipses and planetary movements, illuminating the interplay between the supernatural and the practical in Mesopotamian culture. Through these ancient records, Thompson explores the historical and cultural aspects of the Neo-Assyrian and Neo-Babylonian periods. One of the core arguments presented in this work is the significant role played by magicians and astrologers in advising rulers and influencing decision-making in matters of statecraft. Thompson's comprehensive methodology involves compiling and preserving cuneiform texts, making them accessible through translations and interpretations
, however, it can be argued that the specialized content and terminology may challenge modern readers who are not specialised in the field. In the realm of astrological and cross-cultural studies, the Moon has engendered multifaceted associations, most notably emotions, intuitions, and the enigmatic recesses of the human unconscious, which can be found within this source. It is postulated within astrological discourse that the lunar configuration within an individual's birth chart exerts a discernible influence upon their emotional constitution, inner cognitive landscape, and psychic self
. Notably, this psychic self exhibits an intimate convergence with the overarching human aspect underpinning the concepts of the soul and psyche. In these contrasting fields, be they astrological, religious, or culturally grounded, the thematic resonance surrounding the soul and psyche permeates throughout the sources. In De Natura Deorum, the comprehensive examination of the concept of the soul, referred to as "anima," is pervasive throughout the work, scrutinized from the vantage points of Stoicism, Epicureanism, and Academic skepticism, finally settling or the Stoic point of view as account closer to the truth
. This thematic exploration is most conspicuous in Book II, wherein Cicero expounds upon the 

Epicurean perspective of the soul, emphasizing its materialistic essence while critiquing the traditionally attributed immortality, a contention traced back to Alcmaeon of Croton
. Subsequently, the thematic discourse in De Rerum Natura delves extensively into multifarious considerations, encompassing the interplay between the body and the soul, the soul's mortality and its fragility
, its pivotal role in the context of human perception, as well as its intricate interrelation with the natural world. In the concluding source, The Reports of the Magicians and Astrologers of Nineveh and Babylon, the work comprehensively encompasses a spectrum of subjects:  divinatory practices, the interpretation of omens, and various supernatural belief systems. However, it is notable that the specific discourse on the concept of the soul or psyche remains understated in comparison to the thematic elaborations found in the preceding sources. While it can be posited that allusions to the soul and psyche are discernible within the broader context of cosmological and religious paradigms, their prominence within the text is comparatively limited.

Across the triad of sources, a captivating tapestry reveals unique perspectives on the moon encompassing realms of philosophy, literature, and practice. Despite the temporal expanse of 1944 years, a pronounced thematic congruence surfaces in the collective examination of celestial influences, cosmological tenets, astrological convictions, philosophical paradigms, literary modalities, cultural manifestations, and historical contextualization. Each source underscores the plethora of facets characterizing lunar representation. Of particular significance is the salient alignment in attributing cosmic significance to the moon throughout these diverse sources. Through the three philosophical lens’, Cicero aligns the celestial influence of the moon in these practices and as mentioned settles on the Stoic perspective. The Stoic interpretation presented by the character Balbus speaks of the influence the moon has on the cosmos stating: 

In lunae quoque cursu est et brumae quaedam et solstitii similitudo, multaque ab ea manant et fluunt quibus et animantes alantur augescantque et pubescant maturitatemque adsequantur quae oriuntur e terra.
The moon’s course also has a sort of winter and summer solstice; and she emits many streams of influence, which supply animal creatures with nourishment and stimulate their growth and which cause plants to flourish and attain maturity
.
From this it can be suggested that the moon has an intrinsic link with the universe, from the skies to the beings living on planet earth, following the Stoicism belief that everything in the universe was interconnected and operated according to a rational design
. However, this is contested in Epicurean philosophy and subsequently in De Rerum Natura. The Epicurean belief was that the God’s will not interfere with human life and the cosmic significance of the moon would be taken from a naturalistic worldview
. Cicero's eclecticism in De Natura Deorum, when juxtaposed with Lucretius' systematic adherence to Epicurean principles, showcases a tension between eclectic exploration and methodological consistency in understanding the Moon. The clash between materialism and determinism emphasizes the diverse philosophical theories found in these works when contemplating the celestial influence of the Moon. From an Epicurean belief system, it was believed that the God’s will not interfere with human life and the cosmic significance of the moon would be taken from a materialistic/naturalistic worldview
. Thus, clearly demonstrating how from two philosophical viewpoints the moon can be used so differently, however it can be argued that in Lucretius work there is a similarity to the Stoic viewpoint. Although the Epicurean belief is not linked to divinatory practice it shares an interconnectedness with the universe. Within the text of De Rerum Natura, Lucretius mentions how the moon takes light from the sun [t]he moon may shine smitten by the sun’s rays, turning round that light day by day more

towards our sight as she recedes from the sun’s orb
. From this it can allow for speculation into the possible similar intrinsic link with the universe that is spoken about in Cicero’s work. 

Thompson's work functions as a natural conduit between the ostensibly disparate works of Cicero and Lucretius. The Reports of the Magicians and Astrologers of Nineveh and Babylon in the British Museum, while devoid of explicit philosophical foundations or discursive elements, presents an immediate point of departure from the aforementioned sources. Nevertheless, within the contextual framework of this document, discernible parallels emerge with Stoic perspectives on cosmology as elucidated in De Natura Deorum. This is particularly evident in the examination of astrological beliefs pertaining to the moon, which, similar to De Rerum Natura, underscores a practical and applied comprehension of lunar influence on daily life. Instances of cuneiform texts within the document exhibit affinities with the Stoic viewpoint articulated in De Natura Deorum, as illustrated throughout. 

When at the Moon's appearance its horns point away from one another, there will be an overthrowing of fortresses and downfall of garrisons. There will be obedience and goodwill in the land
 […] When the Moon's horns face equally, there will be a secure dwelling for the land
.

This quote identifies the connection between the celestial and the earth's inhabitants, through the exploration of the moon's significance through its positioning and how that affects the cosmos and earth, which is similar to the findings of celestial influence that can be found in Cicero's work. This nuanced analysis aligns with the thematic underpinnings found in Cicero's work, and somewhat with the work of Lucretius. A discernible contrast among the sources manifests in the didactic expression and pragmatic utilization of the Moon. In Lucretius' poetry, a didactic approach is made to integrate the Moon into Epicurean naturalism, showcasing its role in shaping the natural order and human destinies. Ramsay suggests that this was done to clearly state the Epicurean views in 

an attractive form to the reader
 therefore making it more palatable to understand and appreciate the belief systems. In contrast, the texts pragmatic approach in the Babylonian and Assyrian cuneiform texts has been alluded to portraying a utilitarian role. Academics have concluded that the writings of this period of history were first and foremost to be considered a tool rather than a work of philosophy
. This contrast in didactic and pragmatic approaches provides distinct insights into the celestial significance of the Moon across diverse intellectual traditions in a clear and distinct way. The marked differences in genre between Cicero's philosophical dialogues, Lucretius' didactic poetry, and Babylonian cuneiform texts underscore the unique medium chosen to convey ideas about the Moon. 
Cicero's philosophical dialogues, employing three characters embodying distinct philosophical perspectives, intricately navigate nuanced considerations, thereby maintaining transparency of the author's views for the reader. Within this work, the moon serves as a conduit to probe fundamental inquiries concerning the nature of the gods, notwithstanding extant questions regarding the reliability of the source. Notably, the adoption of inconsistent methodological approaches has raised skepticism regarding the veracity and reliability of the information presented
. It is conceivable that Cicero's employment of an impersonal and authorially distant approach may compromise the accuracy of the information conveyed, thereby tempering the reader's confidence in its authenticity. Conversely, Lucretius, in his didactic exposition of Epicurean philosophy, employs the moon as a visual aid, seamlessly integrating it into his elucidation while maintaining a more engaged and transparent authorial presence. This lack of detachment enhances the credibility of the source, as it lays bare the author's intentions and renders the conveyed information more plausible
. In contrast, Thompson's translation of cuneiform texts is commonly regarded as a factual and pragmatic documentation of the moon's influence on 

daily life. However, being a translation by an author, it is susceptible to potential inaccuracies inherent in the translational process. Despite this, scholars argue that the meticulous collation of cuneiform scripts makes alternative interpretations unlikely
, thus mitigating concerns about the source's credibility, albeit without necessarily affirming its absolute accuracy. The discernible disparity in genres and audience perception underscores the varied approaches employed in exploring the moon, reflecting the multifaceted nature of its interpretation within both philosophical and pragmatic frameworks. This nuanced analysis reveals the intricate dynamics through which knowledge is disseminated academically, underscoring the diverse dimensions inherent in the interpretation of lunar phenomena across different intellectual traditions. 

In summary, the exploration of lunar perspectives provides valuable insights into the treatment of the moon through nuanced interplay of Roman theories and Epicurean philosophy from the two ancient primary sources. A discernible dichotomy emerges, highlighting the coexistence of profound philosophical contemplation by Cicero and Lucretius with the pragmatic astrological applications of the Moon evident in Babylonian and Assyrian texts. This contrast not only emphasizes the diverse approaches to lunar inquiry but also underscores the impact of cultural and historical contexts on the understanding of celestial phenomena. The juxtaposition of Roman faiths and Mesopotamian astrology contributes to a rich tapestry of lunar perspectives, unveiling a varied and complex celestial comprehension across different civilizations. Furthermore, the Moon serves as a compelling focal point for examining commonalities, whether explored through philosophical discourse or integrated into astrological practices, the Moon emerges as a cosmic force with a profound impact on human life in one way or another. From the three sources the intricate interplay has been illustrated between the celestial and earthly realms within diverse cultural and philosophical contexts. Although the sources provide contrasting uses and understandings of the moon, they all underscore its multifaceted conceptualisation. Whether scrutinized within the philosophical dialogues by the renowned orator Cicero, expounded upon through  

didactic poetry by the Epicurean spokesman Lucretius, or practically employed in Thomsons translations of the cuneiform records, the Moon manifests as a celestial entity resonating uniquely within the intellectual and cultural frameworks of each masterwork. The variations in philosophical frameworks, didactic expression, pragmatic utilization, genre disparity, and cultural contexts contribute to the richness and diversity of lunar philosophies within the tapestry of ancient thought. Overall, the treatment and approach of the Moon in these three sources, illustrates how the moon stands as a compelling nexus uniting diverse intellectual traditions and cultural perspectives in the contemplation of celestial phenomena.
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