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Respecting the voice of the childArticle 3 – ‘All organisations concerned with children should work towards what is best for each child’ (Welsh Government, 2016).
The UNCRC have placed special emphasis on four articles, one being Article 3. These are known as ‘general principles’ which apply to all seven Core Aims in Wales (Welsh Government, 2015b). 
The Programme for Children and Young People set out a comprehensive guide of the seven Core Aims. Under the first Core Aim it sets out that the ‘best interests of children must be the primary concern in making decisions that may affect them’ (Welsh Government, 2015b). The ‘early years of a child’s life are arguably the most important. It is vital we provide the safest and most appropriate environments for them to thrive’ (Welsh Government, 2015b).
To enable the best outcome for individual children, external agencies and organisations must all work in harmony to ensure effective communication. Within Pembrokeshire, Team Around the Pupil Parent and Setting (TAPPAS) meetings are a way of ensuring everybody is kept informed and making sure the voice of the child is heard. ‘The TAPPAS can be defined as a revolving team who see the settings on a regular basis to provide practical support’ (Pembrokeshire County Council, 2018).
The Future Generations Commissioner for Wales has put into place the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015. This act safeguards the development of Wales and the future generations. The seven well-being goals involve multi-agency working, giving children a voice and how adult decisions affect children in the present and future (Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015). 
Article 2 – ‘The convention applies to everyone whatever their race, religion, abilities, whatever they think or say and whatever type of family they come from’ (Welsh Government, 2016).
Children should be treated with the same respect regardless of their race, religion, political views or background. Children should not be treated any differently based on the views of their parents or guardians either. The Community Cohesion Strategy in Northern Ireland agrees with this ethos and the Right to be Safe Strategy in Wales has been developed to combat discrimination against women and girls.
School practitioners should be including the views of all children; regardless of their beliefs, race and background. ‘Practitioners should be promoting the child’s sense of self-worth’ (Bruce and Meggitt, 2012, p.12).
According to the Foundation Phase Framework, practitioners should develop in each child a sense of personal identity that is open and respected by others (Welsh Government, 2015a). Settings should ‘plan across the curriculum to develop the knowledge and understanding, skills, values and attributes that will enable children to participate in our multi-ethnic society in Wales’, for them to become global citizens (Welsh Government, 2015a).
The Tackling Hate Crimes and Incidents: A Framework for Action (2014) states that it was set up to combat the damaging impact that the crimes have not only the victim but the wider community. The framework builds on current work by the Welsh Government to take ‘an innovative approach to eliminate hostility and prejudice’ (Welsh Government, 2014, p.7). 
The Equality Act 2010 also states that schools and educational provisions have a duty not to discriminate or refuse entry to child based on religion, race, gender or background. They must comply with the Equality Act to provide the same provisions for all pupils (Equality Act 2010). 
More countries have ratified the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) than any other human rights treaty in history (UNICEF, n.d.). The Welsh Government made the UNCRC law in Wales in 2011. This international agreement protects the human rights of children until the age of 18 – giving them a voice (Welsh Government, 2016). ‘Our children are our future, let us safeguard their rights’ (Human Rights Commission of Pakistan, 2017).


	 To conclude the UNCRC provides the foundation for all policies and legislation to ensure the voice of the child is heard. By following the correct guidelines set by our national and Welsh Government, practitioners will enable the child to reach their full potential, underpinning all their rights set out in the 42 Articles. 
Article 23 – ‘Children who have any kind of disability should have special care and support so that they can lead full and independent lives’ (Welsh Government, 2016).
The ‘every child matters’ initiative is important for children with disabilities as practitioners must provide them with the same level of care and support as they would a main-stream child, allowing them to reach their full potential. Within the five outcomes set by the ‘every child matters’ initiative, children regardless of disability or not, ‘should enjoy and achieve - education, training and recreation’ (Bruce and Meggitt, 2012, p. 615).
‘The Children and Young People’s National Participation Standards underpin the three pillars of the UNCRC – protection, provision and participation’ (Welsh Government, n.d.) Practitioners can take part in the national participation standards giving the children in their setting a voice, expressing what activities they have enjoyed, what they have not enjoyed and what they would like to do in the future. This is especially important for children with a disability as it empowers them to speak out for themselves.
According to the Reggio Emilia Approach, it is suggested that children have ‘special rights’ not ‘special needs’ (Smith, cited in Thornton and Brunton, 2005, p.25). This approach believes that all children have an inner potential and should be given the support and care to reach this. The support given to a child with a disability includes the way a child is observed, the strategies that are implemented and how learning is recorded (Thornton and Brunton, 2005). 
The National Inspection of Care and Support for People with Learning Disabilities (Care and Social Services Inspectorate Wales, 2016) is in place to make sure that the transition from childhood to adulthood is a natural progression and that their voice is still heard. The inspectorate ensures that there is support and a platform for children in the transition period to voice their concerns for the future (Care and Social Services Inspectorate Wales, 2016). 
The Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 provides a legal framework for improving the well-being of people who need care and support, including carers. It also transformed social services in Wales (Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014). This Act is important for practitioners to understand that children have a right to be happy and have their well-being put first, this has a paramount importance for those with a disability who may not be able to express their happiness verbally.
Article 16 – ‘Children have a right to privacy. The law should protect them from attacks against their way of life, their good name, their families and their homes’ (Welsh Government, 2016).
General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) which has been incorporated into the Data Protection Act 2018 legally requires all practitioners to handle children’s data with sensitivity and care. It is every child’s right to maintain control of their personal data. Practitioners must implement this by sending digital data securely, acquiring consent before data sharing and ensuring confidential information is disposed of correctly (Data Protection Act, 2018).
Practitioners have a duty to protect children against discrimination, particularly those from communities or groups like the gypsy/traveller community, who may attract adverse attitudes (Lindon, 2015, p. 235). These children could be vulnerable and have their rights set out in Article 16 taken away by unlawful citizens in society.
Every person working with children are required to undertake Safeguarding training. This training not only identifies forms of abuse but is a reminder that if a child discloses information, then this information should not remain confidential but shared with appropriate services (Pembrokeshire County Council, n.d.). This is not a breach of the child’s privacy but protecting them from further harm. Practitioners should learn from past child protection failings which occurred due to lack of communication (Crown Copyright, 2003). 
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