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Why do we need community policing?

Community policing is an important topic that requires study because of its transformative impact on law enforcement and community relations. Community policing reflects a fundamental shift towards more effective and fair methods to crime prevention and public safety by encouraging police-resident collaboration, trust, and proactive problem-solving (Cordner & Cordner, 2011). Exploring the concepts, practices, and consequences of community policing in an undergraduate dissertation provides significant insights into current police difficulties and prospects for improvement (Weisburd & Eck, 2004). Furthermore, investigating community policing allows for multidisciplinary research, which contributes to larger issues about social fairness, accountability, and the role of law enforcement in democratic society. Finally, an undergraduate dissertation on community policing allows students to conduct important research, improve their critical thinking abilities, and contribute directly to the improvement of criminal justice knowledge and practice (Kelling & Moore, 1988).

The study's goal is to conduct a full assessment of community policing efforts, including their effectiveness, implementation issues, community perceptions, and the use of technology. It entails assessing the impact of community policing programmed on crime rates, police-community relations, and community well-being, with a focus on their role in crime prevention, conflict resolution, and public faith in law enforcement. The study also aims to uncover organizational, environmental, and community elements that influence the successful implementation of community policing methods, as well as the problems that law enforcement agencies confront and ways for overcoming them. Furthermore, insights from community members will be gathered to better understand their perceptions, experiences, and attitudes towards community policing, such as levels of engagement, satisfaction with police services, and perceived effectiveness in addressing local safety issues (Hargreaves, 2024). Finally, the study intends to evaluate the role of technology in supporting community policing strategies, specifically the effectiveness of tools such as surveillance cameras, predictive analytics, and community policing software in facilitating communication, information sharing, and collaboration between police and community members.

Several reliable sources can provide a full picture of policing in the United Kingdom. For example, Rowe's textbook "Policing Beyond Macpherson: Issues in Policing, Race, and Society" delves into the complicated interconnections of policing, racism, and socioeconomic dynamics, bringing light on the intricacies of law enforcement methods in different areas. In terms of empirical research, Bradford, Jackson, and Stanko's study published in the journal "Policing and Society" provides valuable insights into the impact of public encounters with the police on citizen trust and cooperation, offering practical implications for improving police-community relations Furthermore, government publications such as the Home Office's "Policing 2020: A partnership approach" lay out strategic frameworks for improving collaboration between law enforcement agencies and local communities, influencing the future direction of policing policies and practices. Finally, organizational strategic plans, such as the Metropolitan Police Service's "MPS Corporate Plan: 2017-2020," provide specific objectives and initiatives that guide police operations and community engagement efforts, emphasizing priorities and strategies for promoting public safety and trust. By combining these disparate sources, academics can get a full picture of the varied character of police in the United Kingdom and contribute to informed discussions about policy, practice, and reform. 

In policing research, Investigation is awaiting a vast array of methodological strategies, each providing a unique perspective on the complicated fabric of law enforcement dynamics. Qualitative methodologies, such as interviews, focus groups, and participant observation, provide researchers with a unique opportunity to delve into the depths of human experiences, revealing the intricate interplay of social, cultural, and psychological factors that shape police-community interactions. These immersive methodologies allow researchers to negotiate the nuances of lived experiences, delving into the complexities of attitudes, behaviors, and perceptions that shape the fabric of police in society. Furthermore, qualitative methods provide researchers with the tools they need to capture the essence of context, resulting in rich, textured tales that give statistical abstractions meaning. In contrast, quantitative approaches are rock-solid cornerstones of policing research, with the ability to distil complicated phenomena into measurable variables and numerical data points (Olteanu et al., 2019). Surveys emerge as a beacon of systematic inquiry, providing researchers with a comprehensive view of public opinions, crime trends, and organizational dynamics that other approaches cannot match. Researchers can uncover hidden patterns, identify trends, and reach significant conclusions based on thorough statistical analysis. Quantitative approaches allow researchers to quantify the prevalence and extent of policing-related events while also providing a framework for robust hypothesis testing and causal inferences (Olteanu et al., 2019). The integration of qualitative and quantitative techniques holds the possibility of a comprehensive understanding of policing that transcends disciplinary borders and acknowledges the field's multidimensional nature. Researchers might embark on a voyage of triangulation by balancing the depth of qualitative insights with the breadth of quantitative analysis, weaving different strands of evidence into a unified tapestry of knowledge. With this thorough understanding, researchers may navigate the challenging terrain of policy development, practice refinement, and reform advocacy with confidence, conviction, and compassion.
The study will include the viewpoints of community people, such as residents, community leaders, and representatives from local organizations and advocacy groups. These individuals provide essential information about community perceptions of policing, trust-building activities, and the efficacy of various policing techniques in resolving local problems and improving public safety.
To capture the complexity and diversity of perspectives, a mixed-methods approach will be used, which will include both qualitative and quantitative methodologies. Qualitative methods, such as interviews, focus groups, and participant observation, allow for in-depth exploration of individual experiences, attitudes, and perceptions (Knott et al., 2022) whereas quantitative methods, such as surveys, allow for structured data collection from a larger sample, allowing for statistical analysis and generalization of findings (DeFranzo, 2023). 
Overall, the project seeks to engage with practitioners and community people, to build a comprehensive understanding of policing dynamics and support evidence-based methods to strengthen police-community relations and public safety.

Conclusion
Community policing is an important topic of research because of its transformative impact on both law enforcement methods and community dynamics. Community policing symbolizes a change in basic assumptions towards more effective and equitable methods to crime prevention and public safety by encouraging collaborative relationships, trust, and proactive problem-solving between officers and residents. Investigating the ideas, tactics, and effects of community policing in an undergraduate dissertation can provide significant insights into current police difficulties and chances for reform. Furthermore, such research allows for multidisciplinary exploration, which enriches discussions about broader societal issues including social fairness, accountability, and the changing role of law enforcement in democratic nations. Undertaking an undergraduate dissertation on community policing allows students to perform important research, improve critical thinking abilities, and directly contribute to the advancement of knowledge and practice in the criminal justice profession. In conclusion, thorough evaluation of community policing programmed combined with opinions from many stakeholders and a mixed-methods approach provides a mechanism to move towards evidence-based tactics for enhancing police-community relations and advancing community safety.
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Task 3
APPLICATION FOR ETHICAL APPROVAL

In order for research to result in benefit and minimise risk of harm, it must be conducted ethically. A researcher may not be covered by the University’s insurance if ethical approval has not been obtained prior to commencement.

The University follows the OECD Frascati manual definition of research activity: “creative work undertaken on a systematic basis in order to increase the stock of knowledge, including knowledge of man, culture and society, and the use of this stock of knowledge to devise new applications”. As such this covers activities undertaken by members of staff, postgraduate research students, and both taught postgraduate and undergraduate students working on dissertations/projects.

The individual undertaking the research activity is known as the “principal researcher”.

Ethical approval is not required for routine audits, performance reviews, quality assurance studies, testing within normal educational requirements, and literary or artistic criticism.

Please read the notes for guidance before completing ALL sections of the form.

This form must be completed and approved prior to undertaking any research activity. Please see Checklist for details of process for different categories of application.  

SECTION A: About You (Principal Researcher)
	1
	Full Name:
	Dillon Rhys Moore

	2
	Tick all boxes that apply:
	Member of staff:
	☐
	Honorary research fellow:
	☐

	
	Undergraduate Student
	  X
	Taught Postgraduate Student
	  ☐ 
	Postgraduate Research Student
	  ☐ 



	3
	Institute/Academic Discipline/Centre:
	Institue of Management Health


	4
	Campus:
	Swansea


	5
	E-mail address:
	Drm8221@icloud.com


	6
	Contact Telephone Number:
	07403784328


	
	For students:

	7
	Student Number:
	2205171

	8
	Programme of Study:
	Professional Policing

	9
	Director of Studies/Supervisor:
	Mike Durke





SECTION B: Approval for Research Activity
	1
	Has the research activity received approval in principle?
(please check the Guidance Notes as to the appropriate approval process for different levels of research by different categories of individual)
	YES
	  X 
	NO
	  ☐ 

	
	
	Date

	2
	If Yes, please indicate source of approval (and date where known): Approval in principle must be obtained from the relevant source prior to seeking ethical approval
	Research Degrees Committee
	  ☐ 
	

	
	
	Institute Research Committee
	  ☐ 
	

	
	
	Other (write in) Mike Durke

	  X
	01/04/2024



SECTION C:  Internal and External Ethical Guidance Materials
	
	Please list the core ethical guidance documents that have been referred to during the completion of this form (including any discipline-specific codes of research ethics, location-specific codes of research ethics, and also any specific ethical guidance relating to the proposed methodology).  Please tick to confirm that your research proposal adheres to these codes and guidelines. You may add rows to this table if needed.

	1
	UWTSD Research Ethics & Integrity Code of Practice
	  x 

	2
	UWTSD Research Data Management Policy
	  x 

	3
	[List any other relevant documents here]
	  ☐ 



SECTION E: Details of Research Activity
	1
	Indicative title:
	Why do we need community policing?

	2
	Proposed start date:
	September 2024
	Proposed end date:
	May 2025

	
	Introduction to the Research (maximum 300 words per section)
Ensure that you write for a Non-Specialist Audience when outlining your response to the points below:
· Purpose of Research Activity
· Proposed Research Question
· Aims of Research Activity
· Objectives of Research Activity
Demonstrate, briefly, how Existing Research has informed the proposed activity and explain
· What the research activity will add to the body of knowledge 
· How it addresses an area of importance. 

	3
	Purpose of Research Activity

To assess effectiveness by analyzing the effects of community policing initiatives on crime rates, relations between the police and the community, and general well-being. This entails comprehending the ways in which community policing tactics support the reduction of crime, the resolving of neighborhood issues, and the augmentation of public confidence in law enforcement.

Determine Implementation Factors: Examine the organizational, environmental, and community elements that affect how well community policing programmed are implemented. This entails comprehending the difficulties faced by law enforcement organizations and producing solutions.

Examine Community Perspectives: To learn about the opinions, experiences, and attitudes of the community, law enforcement officials, and community members should be consulted. To address local safety problems, this entails investigating the degree of community involvement, satisfaction with police services, and perceived efficacy of community policing initiatives. Examine 

Technological Impact: Determine how technology can improve community police tactics. This involves assessing how well technological instruments like community policing software, surveillance cameras, and predictive analytics work to promote dialogue, information exchange, and cooperation between law enforcement and the public.
(this box should expand as you type)

	4
	Research Question

My research question is ‘’Why do we need community policing?’’


(this box should expand as you type)

	5
	Aims of Research Activity

To understand their impact and applicability in various situations, identify and analyse best practices in community policing implementation, such as organisational structures, partnership models, and community involvement techniques.

Examine the chances and difficulties that law enforcement organisations encounter when putting community policing programmes into action, taking into account community resistance, organisational culture changes, and resource allocation. 

Examine cutting-edge methods and developing patterns in community policing, like the use of technology, data-driven decision-making, and community-led projects, in order to evaluate their efficacy and viability for broader implementation.


(this box should expand as you type)

	6
	Objectives of Research Activity
Analyse the Impact: Using both qualitative and quantitative analysis of pertinent data, assess the effects of community policing programmed on crime rates, police-community relations, and community well-being. 

Determine Barriers and Facilitators: Using stakeholder interviews, literature reviews, and organizational document analysis, examine the organizational, environmental, and community elements that either help or impede the effective application of community policing tactics.
 
Recognize Community Perspectives: Through surveys, focus groups, and interviews, learn about the opinions, experiences, and attitudes of community people, stakeholders, and law enforcement professionals regarding community policing.

Examine Technological Integration: Using case studies, technology implementation analysis, and stakeholder interviews, determine how well technology and data-driven approaches enhance community policing initiatives.



(this box should expand as you type)

	
	Proposed methods (maximum 600 words)
Provide a brief summary of all the methods that may be used in the research activity, making it clear what specific techniques may be used. If methods other than those listed in this section are deemed appropriate later, additional ethical approval for those methods will be needed. You do not need to justify the methods here, but should instead describe how you intend to collect the data necessary for you to complete your project.

	7
	To gather the data needed to finish the project, a combination of qualitative and quantitative methodologies will be used in the research activity. In order to obtain a comprehensive understanding of the viewpoints, experiences, and attitudes of important stakeholders, including law enforcement officers, community leaders, and residents, semi-structured interviews will be conducted using qualitative approaches. Focus groups will also be held to encourage conversation and investigate a range of participant perspectives. In addition, real-time interactions between the police and the community as well as organizational dynamics will be observed through observational methods such as participant observation. 

To quantify attitudes, perceptions, and experiences about community policing, questionnaires will be given to a representative sample of participants, comprising members of the community and law enforcement officers. The survey data will be subjected to statistical analysis to find trends, correlations, and patterns. Additionally, to supplement the primary data gathering efforts, content analysis of documents including government reports, academic literature, and organizational strategic plans will be conducted. This will provide additional contextual insights on the implementation and impact of community policing initiatives.


(this box should expand as you type)

	
	Location of research activity
Identify all locations where research activity will take place.

	8
	Swansea
(this box should expand as you type)

	
	Research activity outside of the UK
If research activity will take place overseas, you are responsible for ensuring that local ethical considerations are complied with and that the relevant permissions are sought. Specify any local guidelines (e.g. from local professional associations/learned societies/universities) that exist and whether these involve any ethical stipulations beyond those usual in the UK (provide details of any licenses or permissions required). Also specify whether there are any specific ethical issues raised by the local context in which the research activity is taking place, for example, particular cultural and/or legal sensitivities or vulnerabilities of participants. If you live in the country where you will do the research then please state this.

	9
	


(this box should expand as you type)



	10
	Use of documentation not in the public domain: Are any documents NOT publicly available? 

	NO
	  X

	
	
	YES
	  ☐ 

	11
	If Yes, please provide details here of how you will gain access to specific documentation that is not in the public domain and that this is in accordance with the current data protection law of the country in question and that of England and Wales.



(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Does your research relate to one or more of the seven aims of the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015?
	
YES
	
NO

	12
	A prosperous Wales
	  ☐ 
	  ☐ 

	13
	A resilient Wales
	  ☐ 
	  ☐ 

	14
	A healthier Wales
	  ☐ 
	  ☐ 

	15
	A more equal Wales
	  X 
	  ☐ 

	16
	A Wales of cohesive communities
	  X 
	  ☐ 

	17
	A Wales of vibrant culture and thriving Welsh language
	  ☐ 
	  ☐ 

	18
	A globally responsible Wales
	  ☐ 
	  ☐ 

	19
	If YES to any of the above, please give details:

	
	By having community policing, they gather better information on the people who live around that area, which would help them overall due to knowing the community and the high-risk areas of the place they are set to work in.

By working in the same communities, the local people will feel more trust towards you since you have a better understanding of what the area is like and what the people are like.


(this box should expand as you type)



SECTION F: Scope of Research Activity
	
	Will the research activity include:
	YES
	NO

	1
	Use of a questionnaire or similar research instrument?
	  X 
	  ☐ 

	2
	Use of interviews?
	  X 
	  ☐ 

	3
	Use of focus groups?
	  X 
	  ☐ 

	4
	Use of participant diaries? 
	  ☐ 
	  X

	5
	Use of video or audio recording?
	  ☐ 
	  X 

	6
	Use of computer-generated log files?
	  ☐ 
	  X 

	7
	Participant observation with their knowledge?
	  X 
	   

	8
	Participant observation without their knowledge?
	  ☐ 
	  X 

	9
	Access to personal or confidential information without the participants’ specific consent?
	  ☐ 
	  X 

	10
	Administration of any questions, test stimuli, presentation that may be experienced as physically, mentally or emotionally harmful / offensive?
	  ☐ 
	  X 

	11
	Performance of any acts which may cause embarrassment or affect self-esteem?
	  ☐ 
	  X 

	12
	Investigation of participants involved in illegal activities?
	  ☐ 
	  X 

	13
	Use of procedures that involve deception?
	  ☐ 
	  X 

	14
	Administration of any substance, agent or placebo?
	  ☐ 
	  X 

	15
	Working with live vertebrate animals?
	  ☐ 
	  X 

	16
	Procedures that may have a negative impact on the environment?
	  ☐ 
	  X 

	17
	Other primary data collection methods. Please indicate the type of data collection method(s) below.
	  ☐ 
	  X 

	
	Details of any other primary data collection method:



(this box should expand as you type)
	
	


If NO to every question, then the research activity is (ethically) low risk and may be exempt from some of the following sections (please refer to Guidance Notes).

If YES to any question, then no research activity should be undertaken until full ethical approval has been obtained. 

SECTION G: Intended Participants
If there are no participants then do not complete this section, but go directly to section H.

	
	Who are the intended participants:
	
YES
	
NO

	1
	Students or staff at the University?
	  X 
	  

	2
	Adults (over the age of 18 and competent to give consent)?
	  X
	  ☐ 

	3
	Vulnerable adults?
	  ☐ 
	  X 

	4
	Children and Young People under the age of 18? (Consent from Parent, Carer or Guardian will be required)
	  ☐ 
	  X 

	5
	Prisoners?
	  ☐ 
	  X 

	6
	Young offenders?
	  ☐ 
	  X 

	7
	Those who could be considered to have a particularly dependent relationship with the investigator or a gatekeeper?
	  ☐ 
	  X 

	8
	People engaged in illegal activities?
	  ☐ 
	  X 

	9
	Others. Please indicate the participants below, and specifically any group who may be unable to give consent.

	  ☐ 
	  X 

	
	Details of any other participant groups:



(this box should expand as you type)
	
	



	
	Participant numbers and source
Provide an estimate of the expected number of participants. How will you identify participants and how will they be recruited? 

	10
	How many participants are expected?

	
5-15

(this box should expand as you type)

	11
	Who will the participants be?

	
People who live local in the area

(this box should expand as you type)

	12
	How will you identify the participants?
	
General public, friends, and family

(this box should expand as you type)




	
	Information for participants:
	
YES
	NO
	
N/A

	13
	Will you describe the main research procedures to participants in advance, so that they are informed about what to expect?
	  X 
	  ☐ 
	  ☐ 

	14
	Will you tell participants that their participation is voluntary?
	  X 
	  ☐ 
	  ☐ 

	15
	Will you obtain written consent for participation?
	  X 
	  ☐ 
	  ☐ 

	16
	Will you explain to participants that refusal to participate in the research will not affect their treatment or education (if relevant)?
	  ☐
	  ☐ 
	  X 

	17
	If the research is observational, will you ask participants for their consent to being observed?
	  X 
	  ☐ 
	  ☐ 

	18
	Will you tell participants that they may withdraw from the research at any time and for any reason?
	  X 
	  ☐ 
	  ☐ 

	19
	With questionnaires, will you give participants the option of omitting questions they do not want to answer?
	  X 
	  ☐ 
	  ☐ 

	20
	Will you tell participants that their data will be treated with full confidentiality and that, if published, it will not be identifiable as theirs?
	  X 
	  ☐ 
	  ☐ 

	21
	Will you debrief participants at the end of their participation, in a way appropriate to the type of research undertaken?
	  X
	  ☐ 
	  ☐ 

	22
	If NO to any of above questions, please give an explanation 

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Information for participants:
	
YES
	NO
	
N/A

	24
	Will participants be paid?
	  ☐ 
	  X 
	  ☐ 

	25
	Is specialist electrical or other equipment to be used with participants?
	  ☐ 
	  X 
	  ☐ 

	26
	Are there any financial or other interests to the investigator or University arising from this study?
	  ☐ 
	  X 
	  ☐ 

	27
	Will the research activity involve deliberately misleading participants in any way, or the partial or full concealment of the specific study aims?
	  ☐ 
	  X 
	  ☐ 

	28
	If YES to any question, please provide full details 

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)



SECTION H: Anticipated Risks

	
	Outline any anticipated risks that may adversely affect any of the participants, the researchers and/or the University, and the steps that will be taken to address them. 

If you have completed a full risk assessment (for example as required by a laboratory, or external research collaborator) you may append that to this form.  

	1
	Full risk assessment completed and appended? 
	Yes 
	 X

	
	
	No
	  ☐ 

	2
	Risks to participants
For example: sector-specific health & safety, emotional distress, financial disclosure, physical harm, transfer of personal data, sensitive organisational information

	
	Risk to participants:


(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to participants:

Some people may want to stay anonymous due to personal reasons, for this reason I would not name the person.

(this box should expand as you type)

	3
	If research activity may include sensitive, embarrassing or upsetting topics (e.g. sexual activity, drug use) or issues likely to disclose information requiring further action (e.g. criminal activity), give details of the procedures to deal with these issues, including any support/advice (e.g. helpline numbers) to be offered to participants. Note that where applicable, consent procedures should make it clear that if something potentially or actually illegal is discovered in the course of a project, it may need to be disclosed to the proper authorities

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)

	4
	Risks to the investigator
For example: personal health & safety, physical harm, emotional distress, risk of accusation of harm/impropriety, conflict of interest

	
	Risk to the investigator:



(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to the investigator:

There should be no risks within my research for myself along as I comply with the people I am interviewing for example, not wanting their name shown.

(this box should expand as you type)

	5
	University/institutional risks
For example: adverse publicity, financial loss, data protection

	
	Risk to the University:



(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to the University:

There should be no risks towards the university

(this box should expand as you type)

	6
	Environmental risks
For example: accidental spillage of pollutants, damage to local ecosystems

	
	Risk to the environment:



(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to environment:

There would not be any damage to the enviroment

(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Disclosure and Barring Service

	
	If the research activity involves children or vulnerable adults, a Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) certificate must be obtained before any contact with such participants.
	YES

	NO

	N/A


	7
	Does your research require you to hold a current DBS Certificate?
	  ☐ 
	  X 
	  ☐ 

	8
	If YES, please give the certificate number. If the certificate number is not available please write “Pending”; in this case any ethical approval will be subject to providing the appropriate certificate number.
	



SECTION I: Feedback, Consent and Confidentiality

	1
	Feedback
What de-briefing and feedback will be provided to participants, how will this be done and when? 

	
	For the participants involved I would ask them if they were interested in hearing the full debrief, if yes then I would send them an email with links to the debrief


(this box should expand as you type)

	2
	Informed consent
Describe the arrangements to inform potential participants, before providing consent, of what is involved in participating. Describe the arrangements for participants to provide full consent before data collection begins. If gaining consent in this way is inappropriate, explain how consent will be obtained and recorded in accordance with prevailing data protection legislation.

	
	
I would ask them if they were interested in doing an interview, telling me about what they have seen and if they are happy with me using their names. For the focus group i would also ask for consent from each member and those who do not consent will not be involved with my study.

(this box should expand as you type)

	3
	Confidentiality / Anonymity
Set out how anonymity of participants and confidentiality will be ensured in any outputs. If anonymity is not being offered, explain why this is the case. 

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)



SECTION J: Data Protection and Storage

	
	Does the research activity involve personal data (as defined by the General Data Protection Regulation 2016 “GDPR” and the Data Protection Act 2018 “DPA”)?
	YES
	NO

	1
	“Personal data” means any information relating to an identified or identifiable natural person (‘data subject’). An identifiable natural person is one who can be identified, directly or indirectly, in particular by reference to an identifier such as a name, an identification number, location data, an online identifier or to one or more factors specific to the physical, physiological, genetic, mental, economic, cultural or social identity of that natural person. Any video or audio recordings of participants is considered to be personal data.
	X
	☐

	
	If YES, provide a description of the data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

	2
	
If the person would like their name and age to be shown, then I would use their name and age 

(this box should expand as you type)

	
	Does it involve special category data (as defined by the GDPR)?
	YES
	NO

	3
	“Special category data” means sensitive personal data consisting of information as to the data subjects’ –
(a) racial or ethnic origin,
(b) political opinions,
(c ) religious beliefs or other beliefs of a similar nature,
(d) membership of a trade union (within the meaning of the Trade Union and Labour Relations (Consolidation) Act 1992),
(e) physical or mental health or condition,
(f) sexual life,
(g) genetics,
(h) biometric data (as used for ID purposes),
	X
	☐

	
	If YES, provide a description of the special category data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

	4
	
I would ask if they would allow me to put their age down due to the fact different age groups respond differently towards police.

(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Will data from the research activity (collected data, drafts of the thesis, or materials for publication) be stored in any of the following ways?
	YES
	NO

	5
	Manual files (i.e. in paper form)?
	  ☐ 
	  X 

	6
	University computers?
	  ☐ 
	  X 

	7
	Private company computers?
	  ☐ 
	  X 

	8
	Home or other personal computers?
	 X 
	  ☐ 

	9
	Laptop computers/ CDs/ Portable disk-drives/ memory sticks?
	  X 
	  ☐ 

	10
	“Cloud” storage or websites?
	  X 
	  ☐ 

	11
	Other – specify:

	  ☐ 
	  ☐ 

	12
	For all stored data, explain the measures in place to ensure the security of the data collected, data confidentiality, including details of backup procedures, password protection, encryption, anonymisation and pseudonymisation:

	
	
I would use my university account which has a password and requires a mobile phone number to authenticate access.
(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Data Protection

	
	Will the research activity involve any of the following activities:
	YES
	NO

	13
	Electronic transfer of data in any form?
	  ☒ 
	  ☐ 

	14
	Sharing of data with others at the University outside of the immediate research team?
	  ☐ 
	  X 

	15
	Sharing of data with other organisations?
	  ☐ 
	  X 

	16
	Export of data outside the UK or importing of data from outside the UK?
	  ☐ 
	  X 

	17
	Use of personal addresses, postcodes, faxes, emails or telephone numbers?
	  ☐ 
	  X 

	18
	Publication of data that might allow identification of individuals?
	  X 
	  ☐ 

	19
	Use of data management system?
	  ☐ 
	  X 

	20
	Data archiving?
	  ☐ 
	  X 

	21
	If YES to any question, please provide full details, explaining how this will be conducted in accordance with the GDPR and Data Protection Act (2018) (and any international equivalents, where appropriate):

	
	
I would ask for consent to conduct the interview/questionnaire and then ask they are happy with me using their name and age and i will let them know others who ask to see the data will be able to see their name, age, and answers

(this box should expand as you type)

	22
	List all who will have access to the data generated by the research activity:

	
	
Those who ask for the debrief, myself and my assessor

(this box should expand as you type)

	23
	List who will have control of, and act as custodian(s) for, data generated by the research activity:

	
	
Myself

(this box should expand as you type)

	24
	Give details of data storage arrangements, including security measures in place to protect the data, where data will be stored, how long for, and in what form. Will data be archived – if so how and if not why not.  

	
	
Password to enter account, mobile phone number authenticator. It will be stored using the university cloud as a questionnaire and a word document about experiences. Data will be stored until my study has ended. Data will not be archived because it has no relevancy to me out of university

(this box should expand as you type)

	25
	Please indicate if your data will be stored in the UWTSD Research Data Repository (see https://researchdata.uwtsd.ac.uk/ ).   If so please explain. (Most relevant to academic staff) 

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)

	26
	Confirm that you have read the UWTSD guidance on data management (see https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/library/research-data-management/)
	YES
	  ☐ 

	27
	Confirm that you are aware that you need to keep all data until after your research has completed or the end of your funding
	YES
	  ☐ 




SECTION K: Declaration
	
	The information which I have provided is correct and complete to the best of my knowledge. I have attempted to identify any risks and issues related to the research activity and acknowledge my obligations and the rights of the participants.

In submitting this application I hereby confirm that I undertake to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice which is published on the website: https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/research/research-ethics/ 

	1
	Signature of applicant:
	D.Moore
	Date: 02/05/2024




For STUDENT Submissions:
	2
	Director of Studies/Supervisor:
	
	Date:

	3
	Signature:
	

	



For STAFF Submissions:
	4
	Academic Director/ Assistant Dean:
	
	Date:

	5
	Signature:
	

	



Checklist: Please complete the checklist below to ensure that you have completed the form according to the guidelines and attached any required documentation:
	  X 
	I have read the guidance notes supplied before completing the form.

	 X 
	I have completed ALL RELEVANT sections of the form in full.

	  X 
	I confirm that the research activity has received approval in principle

	 X 
	I have attached a copy of final/interim approval from external organisation (where appropriate)

	  ☐ 
	I have attached a full risk assessment (where appropriate)  ONLY TICK IF YOU HAVE ATTACHED A FULL RISK ASSESSMENT

	  X 
	I understand that it is my responsibility to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice.

	  X 
	I understand that before commencing data collection all documents aimed at respondents (including information sheets, consent forms, questionnaires, interview schedules etc.) must be confirmed by the DoS/Supervisor, module tutor or Academic Director.



	RESEARCH STUDENTS AND STAFF ONLY
All communications relating to this application during its processing must be in writing and emailed to pgresearch@uwtsd.ac.uk , with the title ‘Ethical Approval’ followed by your name.
You will be informed of the outcome of your claim by email; therefore it is important that you check your University and personal email accounts regularly.

	STUDENTS ON UNDERGRADUATE OR TAUGHT MASTERS PROGRAMMES should submit this form (and receive the outcome) via systems explained to you by the supervisor/module leader.



This form is available electronically from the Academic Office web pages: https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/academic-office/appendices-and-forms/













Task 4
Participant observation, focus groups, and interviews are crucial qualitative research techniques for examining the complex dynamics of community policing. Researchers can examine many facets of community-police relationships using the distinct opportunities each technique offers, giving them a deeper understanding of the intricate nature of this topic (Kelley et al., 2003).
In the context of community policing, interviews are an effective technique for undertaking in-depth studies of individual viewpoints (Clements, 2023). Researchers can gather the complex perspectives and experiences of community people and law enforcement personnel engaged in community policing projects through one-on-one interviews. Through these interviews, researchers can delve deeply into the nuances of the relationships between the community and the police, revealing distinctive perspectives and personal stories that add to a thorough understanding of the issue.
Focus groups, on the other hand, provide a cooperative forum for lively conversations amongst many stakeholders. Focus groups enable people with diverse backgrounds and perspectives to share ideas, experiences, and points of view in a group environment. Using this approach, researchers can investigate the community's common views, concerns (Nyumba et al., 2018), and priorities, revealing patterns and regions of agreement among participants. By means of assisted debates, scholars can acquire significant insights into societal attitudes and views regarding law enforcement practices, so enhancing their comprehension of community policing dynamics.
Through participant observation, researchers can become fully immersed in the routine interactions and activities of community residents and police personnel (Kawulich, 2005). Through real-time observation of interactions, behaviors, and social dynamics, researchers can obtain firsthand knowledge of the environment in which community policing takes place. Researchers can contextualize their findings and recognize emerging themes because of their direct involvement with the area. Through direct observation of community-police interactions, researchers can gain a more profound insight of the lived experiences of persons engaged in community policing initiatives, thereby advancing a comprehensive grasp of the dynamics at work (George, 2023).
To sum up, a thorough qualitative research methodology for examining community policing can be obtained by combining focus groups, interviews, and participant observation. Researchers can obtain deep, complex insights into the intricate dynamics between the community and the police by combining these techniques, which will aid in the creation of evidence-based tactics for improving relations between the two parties and fostering safer, more inclusive communities.

Task 5 
Questionnaire (1 is the worst and 10 is the best)
1. How long have you lived in this community?

2. How frequently do you interact with local police officers? Yes/No

3. Have you participated in any community policing events or initiatives in the past year? Yes/No

4. How would you rate the overall safety of your neighborhood? 1 - 10

5. What do you perceive to be the biggest safety concerns in your community?

6. How effective do you think community policing strategies are in addressing these safety concerns? 1- 10

7. How satisfied are you with the response time of the police to emergency situations in your area? 1 – 10

8. Do you feel comfortable approaching police officers with concerns or questions? Yes/No

9. How would you describe the relationship between the police and community members in your area?

10. Do you believe that community policing initiatives have improved police-community relations? Yes/No

11. How informed do you feel about the various community policing programs and initiatives available in your area? 

12. Do you feel that community policing has helped reduce crime rates in your neighborhood? Yes/No

13. How would you rate the level of communication between the police department and community members? 1 – 10

14. In your opinion, what could law enforcement agencies do to better engage with the community?

15. What role do you think residents should play in shaping local policing policies and practices?

16. Do you believe that technology, such as surveillance cameras or social media monitoring, has improved community policing efforts?

17. How satisfied are you with the overall quality of police services provided in your community? 1 - 10

18. What improvements would you like to see in community policing efforts in your area?

19. Are there any specific concerns or issues related to community policing that you would like to raise?

Task 6
Evaluation of Mixed-Methods Approach in Studying Community Policing Dynamics
Due to its complexity, community policing requires an extensive study strategy to be fully understood. The mixed-methods approach is a well-known technique for examining the dynamics of community policing (Hinkle et al., 2020). It includes participant observations, focus groups, and surveys. Though this method provides insightful information, it is important to assess its effectiveness and drawbacks.
 
Questionnaires and interviews are crucial tools for obtaining detailed information from a range of community members (Zargarzadeh et al., 2013). These techniques make it easier to examine other viewpoints, experiences, and ideas. However, depending just on self-reported information could lead to biases, and it is important to examine how well surveys capture a representative sample.

Focus groups give stakeholders a forum for participatory conversation that promotes a deeper comprehension of the general attitudes and views of policing techniques. Focus group data is richer in qualitative information that improves understanding of community dynamics (Binns, 2023). However, participant responses could be influenced by group dynamics, which could result in conformity or strong voices overshadowing minority viewpoints.
 
Participant observation provides priceless firsthand knowledge of the social dynamics and everyday exchanges that occur both inside communities and between citizens and law enforcement (Williams, 2024). Through this immersive approach, researchers can record subtleties and emerging themes that other methods might miss. Nonetheless, questions concerning the objectivity of results are raised by the subjective interpretation of observations and researcher bias.
 
Research findings are more reliable and valid when data from several sources and viewpoints are combined (Johnson et al., 2007). Researchers can gain a comprehensive picture of police-community relations by integrating several techniques. However, implementing a truly integrated mixed-methods strategy could be hampered by resource and logistical issues.
 
In conclusion, the mixed-methods approach has drawbacks even if it offers insightful information on the dynamics of community policing. For research in this area to advance, a critical assessment of its advantages and disadvantages is necessary. Researchers can aid in the creation of evidence-based tactics for boosting public safety and law enforcement confidence within communities by tackling methodological issues and taking a nuanced approach.
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Community policing helps law enforcement
organizations build strong connections with the
communities they serve (Hobbs & Brown, 2023). By
interacting with citizens, listening to their concerns,
and incorporating them in decision-making
processes, police may foster trust and mutual

Community policing focuses on proactive problem-solving and crime
prevention tactics that are adapted to the unique requirements and
objectives of each community (Bent, 2022). Police and communities can
create safer neighborhoods and reduce crime fear by recognizing the
root causes of crime and disorder and working together to address
them.

respect, resulting in greater partnerships and
cooperation in solving crime and safety issues. -

Preventing Crime and Enhancing Safgty

Building Trust and Collaboration

Empowering communities is central to community policing, providing
residents with a transforming opportunity to play an active role in
shaping their local safety scene (Ward, 2021). Through meaningful
participation and collaboration, community policing instills in
communities a deep feeling of ownership and duty, transcending law

enforcement's traditional role as mere crime responders. By integrating

community members in problem-solving and decision-making
processes, we not only amp up the voices of those who are directly
affected, but we also develop a collective commitment to common
safety goals (Caton, 2012). This strategy fosters a culture of

collaboration and mutual support, encouraging citizens to be proactive

stewards of their own communities. As a result, community members
are not only more prepared to detect and handle local safety risks, bu
they also build the resilience and self-reliance required to overcome

obstacles and thrive in the face of adversity. Finally, by leveraging the

combined wisdom and strengths of its various citizens, community
policing lays the path for the development of more resilient, cohesive,
and empowered communities capable of addressing complex safety
challenges collectively.

Community policing aims to address the underlying
social concerns and systematic imbalances that
contribute to crime and mistrust of law enforcement,
particularly in marginalized areas (Manresa, 2023).
Police can promote social justice, decrease
inequities, and develop a more equitable criminal
justice system by collaborating with residents as
problem solvers and addressing core causes of
crime.

Promoting Social Justice and Equity
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Empowering Communities
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Improving Police Effectiveness and Efficiency

Community policing promotes a more planned
and focused approach to law enforcement,
directing resources and attention to regions in
greatest need(Vandegrift, 2020). By leveraging
community relationships and intelligence-
sharing, police can improve their ability to detect
and interrupt criminal activity, resulting in more
efficient resource utilization and better outcomes

ity.

Enhancing Quality of Life

Beyond crime prevention, community policing aims to
improve the overall quality of life in communities by
tackling a variety of public safety issues, such as
road safety, disorderly conduct, and neighborhood
nuisances(Reisig & Parks, 2004). Police may address
these issues holistically by partnering with citizens,
businesses, and other stakeholders, promoting
community well-being and belonging

Increasing Accountability and Transparency

Community policing encourages open communication, civilian
monitoring, and feedback channels to improve law
enforcement accountability and openness(Ethridge, 2023)
Police can increase public trust and legitimacy by integrating
citizens in decision-making processes and communicating
with them on a regular basis about policing actions and
priorities, resulting in more effective and responsive law
enforcement services.





