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Using Gibbs’ reflective model (Tools, 2022) I will reflect on how the transferable 
skills that I have developed over my course of the module will help my future 
aspirations and whether there are gaps in my skills that need to be addressed. I 
will also produce an action plan using SMART, outlining how I intend to address
the gaps in my skills that were identified in my reflection (Learning, 2020).

When I started writing my first assignment for Learning in the Digital Era, I was
optimistic that I could use skills that I had learnt from a previous access course
that I had done before starting my degree. I had previously used word in every
assignment I had produced in college, spending a large amount of time on
writing my references one by one. In one of Mikes lessons, he showed us all
how to add citations and a reference list using a tool on Microsoft Word, saving 
valuable time in the process. I wanted to make sure by using this tool I would
leave myself more time to proofread by assignments, checking my grammar
and punctuation. Mike also taught us that using credible sources was
fundamental in getting higher marks. He spoke about CRAAP a method helping
students, CRAAP means sources should be credible, relevance, authority, 
accuracy and purpose. Although I kept thinking of CRAAP hoping to pick the
best sources to better my mark, I didn’t check that the sources were academic
enough and were trusted sources (Skills, 2022).
Although before I started my assignment, I felt confident that I would produce
work that would gain me a high mark, I let nerves and poor time management
get the better of me. I found it extremely difficult managing my time with
lessons, essays and my children. I had planned to write a paragraph every other
day so I would have had enough time to finish and go over everything to make
sure it was right. Unfortunately, my plan was pushed to one side when my
youngest daughter become ill, I prioritised her first and left my assignment till
last minute. Looking back, I should have done smaller parts of my assignment
for an hour before I went to sleep every night, so it wasn’t rushed. I feel that by
me procrastinating I let myself down, knowing my work and mark could have 
been better. Although I was pleased with my mark, I felt if I had given myself
more time to complete it, my mark would have been better. Having friends
studying the same course as me I was able to see how they were feeling about
the assignment and what parts they struggled on. I felt that they struggled with
time management similar to me and they felt like they had let themselves
down by procrastinating. Once we received our results, we all agreed that
there were certain gaps in our skills that we needed to work on to receive the
marks we know we would gain after addressing them and working on them.
After evaluating what my weaknesses and strengths were in my assignment, I
could see why I received the mark I did. I knew I didn’t do well on my sources; I
added no date to a majority of citations and references because no date was
on websites. I thought that if there was no year, I should put no date in 
brackets, it wasn’t until my feedback from Mike that I realised I should have got
as close to the date as I could or write the year that it was when I was when
writing it. I also should have not used sources like Oxbridge essays as they are
notorious for not only being unreliable but also for charging student to write 
essays for them. I also didn’t use any journals on my essay which would have in
turn helped my marks as they are credible and reliable sources. I was pleased in
how well I produced a mind map, colour coding to make it easier to see which
topic went together. I feel my grammar and punctuation although not as good
as it could have been, was better than I had expected as this is something I
have always struggled with growing up in education. Mike contributed a great
deal in me pinpointing my strengths and weaknesses, giving me a better
understanding of the situation. From Mikes feedback alone I feel confident that
I will develop my skills for future assignments, taking note of my weaknesses
and learning from my mistakes.
I learnt that things did not go as well as I would have liked before I submitted
my work because I did not give myself enough time to research the sources I
was using to see if they were academic. When I work on my time management,
I know I will give myself the appropriate time to produce work that will not only
please myself, but my lecturer who is marking my work. Using sites from the
university’s library will give me a better outcome in terms of marks, as there is
a large number of journals, news articles and other credible sources that
lecturers like to see in academic papers. I learnt from my mistakes after
receiving feedback from my last assignments and knew this time I needed to
make a time management plan. I downloaded an app to help me manage
everything I needed to do and seeing it made me feel more organised, I also
didn’t feel pressure like everything was getting on top of me. 
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	    Student name
	Student Number
	Module
	Code
	

	Jade Thompson
	2217402
	Learning in the Digital Era
	BMPL4007
BMPS4009
	

	What goals I want to achieve?
	How will I measure my progress?
	What resources or support will I need?
	How is the objective relevant to my personal aspirations?
	What is the timeframe for the achievement of my goals?

	Specific 
	Measurable
	Achievable 
	Relevant 
	Timebound

	Time management 
	I have downloaded an app on Google that will help me manage my time better.
I had to put in everything that I needed to do that week, and from highest to lowest tick which ones were more important. The app then gives me days and times and reminds me when to start one of the tasks.
By doing this I keep organised and don’t feel like everything is getting on top of me (Thompson, 2022)
	The app that I downloaded. I could also buy a planner or a board to write everything down, putting the most important ones at the top
	Time management is key to keeping on top of essays, so I won’t procrastinate.
Keeping on top of my time will make it easier for me to finish by essays on time and will help me get a degree (Hunt, 2020)
	I could look at the assignments in more detail and see which one I think would be the hardest, or which one will need the most research. By prioritising which ones will take more time I will know an estimate of how long each one will take. Making sure I give myself enough days left over to proofread

	Research



	Reading more books
Reading more articles
Sitting down when I have free time and going through the university’s library. This way I will get to grips with everything it has to offer
Booking a library lesson with Lisa




	I will need to book an appointment with Lisa. I will make sure I ask her every question I have on where to look for the best articles etc.
Going to the IQ building and seeing what books they have there. Although the business campus has a good library there might be good books there as well.
	Researching a topic and making sure I have all the information will make me get a higher mark. 
Will get me a degree result
	I find there is no timeframe with researching as it is an essential tool to keep doing throughout your degree and even after.
I need to read books before I start my essays, making sure to write the page number down and any notes that I feel can help me (Butler, 2022)

	Health and Fitness
	I could use my phone to see how many steps I take a day, making sure to walk a little bit more than the previous day
Keep a chart of any exercise I do (NHS, 2022).
	Gym membership
Fitness apps
Fitness videos on YouTube
A watch that counts my steps
	More confident
More productive
I will feel fitter and stronger
I will feel less tired and groggy (Gray, 2020).


	I hope to feel healthy within the next year. I will do monthly checks on my own to see the progress

	Helping in the Law works clinic (Works, 2023).

Volunteering with law firms for work experience
	When helping research for a client I measure the amount of time I spend on everything and write it down. This goes towards by two years’ work experience 

Sending CVS to various law firms and making sure everything is up to date, keeping an eye on my emails and regularly checking updates

	Verbal and nonverbal communication with Sian to put my name down and volunteer whenever I can

I will need to make a new CV and update it regularly.
I could also go to the law firms and ask face to face
	Seeing myself in the future
Will motivate me more
Will learn on the job and get more work experience for when I get a paid job
	This will be achieved in the 3 years that I am doing my degree.

I would like to ideally do this in the three years I am doing my degree. By doing it before I graduate, it is less time when having to find two years’ work experience. If all my hours in the clinic and law firms add to say 7 months, I would be closer to finishing by work experience sooner rather than later (SRA, 2022).
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