This assignment will discuss the roles of a magistrate such as.  who they are and what they do. It will also discuss different advantages and disadvantages of them and how they affect the legal system and the defendants that are in court.
A magistrate is an unpaid volunteer who will appear in court to hear different cases (Wotton, B & Wotton, B, 1963).  The types of cases they hear can be that of criminal court where individuals have committed a crime to family court where the disputes are deciding if a child remains at home or will be placed in care or for adoption (Morgan, R. and Russell, N. 2000).  Taylor, 2013 suggest that there are usually three magistrates to hear a case in court and will also include a magistrate who is trained to act as the chairperson.  During the court case there will be a legal adviser who will ensure that the magistrates are following correct procedures. ‘All criminal cases begin in a magistrates’ court.’ (Gov.uk, 2022, Become a Magistrate) Once the seriousness of the case is determined depending on the offence it could then be passed onto the Crown Court. Offences such as murder and rape will be passed onto the Crown Court. The magistrates choose if the defendant should be either let out on strict conditions, this could mean to stay away from specific areas due to this particular area being where the crime was committed (Kleinberg, J, Et Al 2018).  If this does not happen then the magistrate can conclude to keep the individual custody e.g in a police cell or the court cell.  Tyler, T.R., 2001 suggest the magistrates will deal with crimes such as, minor assaults, theft, motoring offences or crimes such as handling stolen goods these are considered the less serious crimes compared to murder or rape. Once the magistrates deal with the case there are three different punishments that they can give to the defendant which are, fines, unpaid work in the community which is also known as community service or they can sentence the defendant up to 12 months of prison time for one crime. A magistrate can also hear cases at a family court (Putnam, F.W., 2006.).  During a family court a magistrate will hear cases in regards to children. The magistrates can also give support and advice to parents that have separated to make parental arrangements for their children’s welfare (Putnam, F.W., 2006.) This can include child maintenance orders, orders to prevent domestic abuse and hear from agencies the child may be involved with e.g social workers, mental health professionals and parent’ and guardians (Putnam, F.W., 2006.).   
Most of the legal results In England and Wales are not made by judges but in fact magistrates (Roberts, J.V. and Ashworth, A., 2016). Roberts, J.V. and Ashworth, A., 2016 advise that the decisions will be made by a group of individuals who don’t have any connection to the legal profession. It would appear from Morgan, R. and Russell, N., 2000 that a magistrate has multiple main responsibilities, one of them being a sense of fairness, this means that they have the ability to make judgements and listen to the representatives without showing emotions or anger towards the defendant (Anleu, S.R. and Mack, K., 2005) . Another main responsibility that a magistrate has is to make fair and impartial decision this means that they have to be unbiased during the case and ensure that the outcome is right for the individuals crime and also fair from hearing all evidence (Morgan, R. and Russell, N., 2000). Another main responsibility a magistrate has is to communicate with sensitivity and respect, what this means is that the magistrate will need to listen effectively and actively and also even change their communication skills, boundaries would be set in order to not give away any sensitive work.
In England and Wales there are over 12,000 individuals that have volunteered to be a magistrate. A magistrate can be appointed at the age of 18 and they will be able to retire as late as 75. The senior presiding judge usually does not appoint a person that is over 70 due to the recommendation that a magistrate is able to sit for at least five years before going into retirement (Anleu, S.R. and Mack, K., 2005). 
In England and Wales magistrates and their legal advisers also the district judges will share a volume of work this is not usually matched by any office holder. The summary justice system in England and Wales was founded with the magistracy at the centre. Magistrates have distributed justice within the local area for over 650 years, since justices of the peace act was introduced.
In England and Wales, the courts estate has changed significantly since 2010, there has been changes to the justice system as it has had a programme reform which is designed to lower the need to physically attend different types of hearings. Georgina Sturge, 2020 states that between 2010 and 2020 there was approximately 164 magistrates’ courts closed out of a sum of 320 which shows that’s over 50% of the magistrate’s courts that have closed. There have also been 151 constituencies which contained a magistrate’s court closed with 13 constituencies that contained 2 courts which have also closed. The most magistrate court closures come from the south east which saw a massive 25 closures which then 22 of closures from Wales and 21 closures in the North west of England. There are also talks by the Government to close a further 77 courts by 2025/2026 (Georgina Sturge,2020). By having these court closures, it forces defendants, witnesses, lawyers, police and justices of the peace to travel over 50 miles to access local justice. 

There are many advantages and disadvantages to magistrates, one advantage is that they have knowledge to the local area where as judges that cover a large area wouldn’t have. What this means is they can use this in discussions by using their knowledge of the area and local news. They will also be able to put the pieces together and picturise the scene if they are knowledgeable about the area. By having this back ground it can speed up the court proceedings and will help lower time that is spent on the case being heard in court which will the relive pressure on the legal system. On the other hand, a magistrate could become case hardened which is when they hear a similar case over and over, which could then lead to the defendant being treated harshly or unfairly, (Judge T.A)
In addition to this the magistrates are a cheap option to use for the legal system in relation to judges. Due to a magistrate being a volunteer they will not be needed to be paid a judge’s salary. If magistrates did not exist then this would mean more judges and more money going out to cover their roles, whereas the money can be used to fulfil other needs within the legal system.
Another advantage is that the magistrates can be seen as trustworthy by members of the public, due to them being volunteers meaning they could come from any backgrounds (Tyler, T.R., 2001). Members of the public may think that magistrates are more approachable than a judge, this then keeps the public’s faith in the legal system and builds trust.  In addition to this a magistrate could be seen as inconsistent within sentencing due to them only being obliged to work 26 half days a year, they could forget the exact penalties they have applied to similar cases before which then causes uncertainties in the law and will be treated as unfair to the defendants.
To conclude there are advantages and disadvantages in regards to magistrates and how it affects the legal system. By having magistrates in court, it saves money which can be put into different fields within the legal system that is needed. On the other hand, by closing a number of courts within England and Wales it is getting more difficult for defendants or witnesses to get to court, public transport is not reliable and it is costly for the public in this day and age. In addition to this, magistrates are a positive impact on the legal system by being able to build up trust with the public and be reliable within different cases that are heard. 
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