Dissertation plan

Topic:

What are the patterns of comparative religion from ancient Greek mythological themes to the ascension and resurrection of Jesus in Luke 24:1-50 if any, and why?

Introduction: The introduction will take roughly 2000 words and will substantiate what is considered folk law, legend, myth and fact and showing the folkloric elements which are similar
. For my introduction I will illustrate that the task of this dissertation is to demonstrate that there are common elements in Greek mythology to the story of Jesus' resurrection and ascension into heaven with the overall hypothesis is that it is only the political-social context of the time period of the stories which have separated the stories over time and they have similar frameworks in particular I will focus on the narrative of the story of Persephone and Hades.

.There are folkloric elements which are similar in regards to the story of the virgin birth and other virgin births in comparative mythology for example. However the folkloric elements which are similar for this piece of scripture are the 'Solarisation' of Jesus Christ's ascension
, comparisons between sky deities and Jesus, the heavenisation of the sky compared to Jesus' ascension, similarities between gods having risen from the dead in Greek mythology compared to Jesus having risen from the dead also known as 'dying gods'
 and I will also explain what a folkloric element is.

I will draw up a chart showing common themes between folk law, mythology, legends and fact to identify if the resurrection and ascension of Jesus can be classified as mythology using a chart from the book “Theories of mythology” which demonstrates a way of classifying different stories and try to substantiate the claim that the ascension of Jesus falls under mythology just like the comparative mythology from Greek mythology falls under, to illustrate which side of the argument that I am arguing for. Using author Eric Csapo show the difference between a folk law, mythology and legends. Produce my main argument that Luke 24:50-53 fits in with the character of mythology and fact rather than folk law or legend based on the scholarship Eric Csapo who identified folkloric elements across classical mythology and that of the Holy Bible
.

.The overall aim of the exercise will be to show that there are common elements across classical mythology as well as in the Holy Bible in regards to Luke 24:50-53 using authors Mircea Eliade who was the author of “myth and reality”
 and “patterns in comparative religion”
. Eric Csapo the author of “theories of mythology” and author Joseph Gaer who wrote “How the great religions began” in the main introduction
. I will also have a translation from the Greek story of Persephone and Hades by Laura Strong so that I get on to my main point after the introduction with an added summary of both the resurrection of Jesus and that of the story of Persephone and Hades
. 

Main: The main will take roughly 6000 broken up into two sections the first section will evaluate the significance of the story of Persephone and Hades and using scholarship such as sir James George Frazer who wrote “The Golden Bough” to illustrate the argument of a 'dying god' associated with the rising and the falling of the seasons and how that relates to the story of the the resurrection of Jesus
. I will illustrate his argument that the story of Persephone and Hades and the resurrection of Jesus have folkloric elements to represent the seasons then for my second half of my main I will show two other main arguments put forward by scholarship as to why there are similar themes between comparative mythology in my case Greek and Biblical events
.
.I will use scholarship like that of Carl Jung who wrote “Archetypes and the Collective Unconscious” and believed that there is a collective unconscious which is a psycho-analytical framework from which most ideas surrounding stories come from which are two famous positions in scholarship from which reasons why there are similar themes between that of the story of the resurrection and ascension of Jesus have similar themes to that Greek narrative in comparative religion
.

.And for my third point in the main I will illustrate that my main argument will be based solely on the Solarisation of the story where Jesus is declared the “light of the world”
 and make side by side comparisons of the ascension of Jesus into heaven, sun sets and mornings, and compare that to classical mythology where gods were portrayed as solar deities like the ancient Greek god Helios based on scholarship Mircea Eliade, Sol from Roman mythology, as a common theme between Greek mythology and that of the ascension of Jesus into heaven
. I will expand on the Solarisation theory to that of the sky, according to F.W.Schmidt on the subject of divinity identified primitive monotheism as resonating the same as sky gods being the origin of primitive monotheism hence the topic of the ascension of Jesus stealing familiar themes from ancient Greek mythology on the subject of Jesus being a sky god due to the nature of Jesus' ascension into the heavens
.

Conclusion:My initial conclusion would be that the argument put forward by James George Frazer was a stronger argument because it seeks to find folkloric elements stretching across most religions including that of Greek mythology.

.However I will concede that there are still avenues of research to go down in regards to the 'Solarisation' theory which is based principally on the atheistic idea that Jesus was influenced by pagan origins and that my conclusion could potentially be the weakest because of the lack of new scholarship within the main so there is still avenues in which to perfect the main to improve my overall conclusion
.
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