Assignment 1 - A written assignment critically evaluating how Assessment for Learning can be utilised in a series of learning opportunities to aid progression across chosen areas of learning and experience.

Within this assignment I will be analyzing how Assessment for learning (AFL) can be implemented and used effectively to aid children progression within a period of time and aid progression through a selected number of areas of learning (AOLE’s)will be discussing a range of techniques and elaborating on experiences I have faces within my time of education toward AFL. During this assignment I will reflect upon my own practice and evaluate technique I have used and gather an understand how I can further my techniques supported by evidence. Some people may ask, what is assessment for learning? (Cambridge Assessment International Education, 2022) states “Assessment for learning (AFL) is an approach to teaching and learning that creates feedback which is then used to improve students' performance. Students become more involved in the learning process and from this gain confidence in what they are expected to learn and to what standard.” Through my time of teaching during PTE1 and my most recent PTE2 I have gathered a wide range of experience and knowledge regarding the topic of AFL within education but also looking back at my many years of football and swimming coaching I can recall aspect of AFL I was using in my practice subconsciously. During this assignment I will reflect and discuss three of my lesson plans I used during my previous placement. 

This placement was my favourite out of the two as I was with a year 6 class who were ambitious, capable and willing to take part in any task I would provide. This group of 28 children supported me with all my trailed AFL strategies and helped me navigate my way through my placement to get the best possible outcome. Within the class there were a selected 7 pupils who came under the MAAT (More able and talented) section as well as 4 individuals who had a variety of ALN requirements. This really opened my eyes as I got to work with all these children and giving me the change to plan a variety of lesson based on a range of ability that suited all requirements. 

During this assignment I have chosen three different lesson plans that interlink with our theme of art and the topic we were working on and out big question which was “Will art ever go extinct” These lessons are planned based on my topic and are linked with my three chosen AOLE’s. these are expressive arts, language and literacy and communication and also science and technology. I chose these three as the class these was art so expressive arts was a good central focus and then we completed a lot of writing and discussions through this theme to support the language, literacy and communication and then science and technology sealed my three chose AOLE’s as the children completed a number of research for many of my lessons, and completing task digitally.   

Donaldson G, 2015 believes that AFL or other known as formative assessment should be used throughout practice in everyday teaching. Supporting this 2013, Gov.Wales shows research that demonstrates positive outcomes to the use of AFL and it shows that AFL supports both the learners and practitioners classroom experience and aids progression in there learning.
However, the importance of using the correct approach to AFL and understands that not every classroom will be the same and different approaches would be needed. Donaldson, G 2015 also demonstrates the importance of the four purposes and the what matter statements by stating these are “essential’ for all learners as these will aid progression and guid the correct AFL strategies to be implemented to support the children learning experience. 

Literature demonstrates to us that there are many different positives and negatives that come with different Assessment for learning strategies. Hannah Hawthorne, (2022) states that AFL can be used on a regular basis and when used effectively AFL can be a highly impactful teaching tool, acting as a bridge between where a student currently is in their learning and achieving and where they want to get to. Supporting her theory is Cambridge Assessment, 2022. Both believe that Assessment for learning  has a significant impact on the aid of children’s progression within the classroom and learning journey. Some of these positive aspects are the relationship between teachers and children can improve, improvement in attainment and achievement with work, improvement with confidence, self-confidence/esteem, determination. During my PTE2 I worked with a boy which at the start had a low self esteem as he did not believe in his own ability and would suffer with anxiety towards the face of tests and a high volume of work but using different techniques and strategies with AFL these opened his eyes and improved his confidence and give him the chance he had not been given before. 

According to Sudhir Memorial Institute, 2022 “Assessment is a process of learning and developing skills and knowledge” They then go on to say An assessment always implements with various learning, selecting, and analysing processes for its various topic. It is important for a student to learn properly for its best result in the exam. Therefore, the execution of planning is very important for strong preparation. A proper assessment will always help you in recovering the lost skills and help in assisting more knowledge” then final moving on to the most important element “it is difficult to execute without having proper goals and objectives. Hence, make a proper goal and objective for the best assessment and result in the future “This demonstrates the importance of having a great understanding of each child and shows the importance of working with the children and setting correct, appropriate and realistic goals. This is why the CFI team, 2022 have a fantastic report on the use of SMART targets ( Specific, measurable, achievable, realistic and timely goals) They stated “ The SMART method helps push you further, gives you a sense of direction and helps you organize and reach your goals” From personal experience while in education I believe using smart targets alongside AFL is a great way to set boundaries, reach goals and aid progress as the children know exact what they are doing eliminating any questions or worries. 

On the other hand, with every positives comes a negative, Vallikat, A 2021 demonstrates and indicates some of the many challenges faced when using a variety  strategies of Assessment for learning. She states “ The majour challenges when it comes to assessment for learning are as followed – Lack of knowledge about the concept, Lack of interest from students, misconception about the stratagies, lack of communication and feedback from teachers, inability to comprehend the mission of the process and finally patronizing the teachers” This supports Cambridge Assessment International Education, 2022 by stating that every child is unique and each child will have a AFL strategy suited to them but Vallikat, A 2021 portrays that not all children will work with Assessment for learning and there has to be a strong level or trust as well as persistence when completing this with a child. 

When developing strategies within Assessment for learning there are many factors that need to be taken into consideration. Connell, L 2021 believes that there are 3 “Key elements of Assessment for learning”. The article states ‘If you find yourself asking questions, what are assessment for learning strategies? Start simple. There are three key elements of assessment for learning : assess, diagnose and remediate” This article believes that ‘assessing’ the pupil by using (EPR) every pupil response techniques will allow you to identify the child or groups initial idea or understanding of the task or lesson. It follows on by talking about the ‘Diagnose’ element. Here the teacher would be able to identify if the child has answered the question incorrectly due to carelessness, a simple mistake or a real misconception and then you can move on to the final step of ‘remediate’. Here they state that the remediate stage is where the teacher and peer work together and carry out a form of task an analysis weather this is breaking down the problem or question into smaller sub tasks or identifying the skills needed to complete the task. 

However, The an article in the ResearchGate, 2022 (Project – Assessment in education)  The assessment reformed group 2002 their evidence suggests there are 10 main principles to having effective assessment for learning. They state “10 principles is a part of effective planning focusses on how students learn is central to classroom practice is a key professional skill is sensitive and constructive fosters motivation promotes understanding of goals and criteria helps learners know how to improve and recognize achievement” This supports my previous research of SMART targets and shows that to have successful Assessment for learning the learners have a clear vision and outcome of the task and what they will need to achieve. They support this by stating “Assessment for learning is the process of seeking and interpretating evidence for use by learners and their teachers to decide where the learners are in their learning, where they need to go and how best to get there to achieve their goals”

Becoming a teacher understanding all the elements, requirements and principles associated with assessment for learning. This is vital as teachers we need to support the children to aid their progression and develop there overall ability within education.  As supported above we can see the research and evidence supporting to positive use to using Assessment for learning within everyday practice is important but most important is using the correct assessment for learning. We see that every child is different so understanding the demand of the child is priority and finding the correct strategy is vital. As well as the correct strategy Sudhir Memorial Institute, 2022 showed the importance of the correct setting to use assessment for learning. The setting is what will help the children develop and further their own understanding of their own individual skills, experiences and ability. Furthermore, we need to allow the children into the insight of the importance to assessment for learning and allow them to engage and participate with all aspects of the classroom and all set work with the confidence and knowledge to strive and succeed, this will aid their progress and see the children learning, enjoying and taking part within education but having a positive relationship too. 

For this assignment I have chosen three created lesson plans from my second placement. These three lessons plans I have chosen were under the same topic and all interlinked with one and other helping all the children gather an understanding of the topic and helping them gather evidence and artwork for there final goal. The three lessons I chose are linked between three AOLE’s. These are Expressive arts, Language literacy and communication and science and technology. My first and main AOLE for this topic was expressive arts. HWB (Date Unknown ) introduces expressive arts as “The dynamic nature of the expressive arts can engage, motivate and encourage learners to develop their creative, artistic and performance skills to the full” This portrays that all children who take part in these lessons get the opportunity to develop a range of skills while completing education asking as a message in disguise. The expressive AOLE spans five ‘Disciplines’, which are art, dance, drama, film and digital media and music. But although each discipline has its own discrete body of knowledge and body of skill, it is recognised that together they share the creative process – HWB ( date unknown ) expressive arts has been represented into three “What matter statements” these statements are step by step guide and should not be viewed by themselves but viewed as a continuum contributing to the four purposes. 

The next AOLE I have chosen is Language, Literacy and communication. Here HWB (Date Unknown) Introduces the language, literacy and communication area of learning and experience and states how this AOLE addresses ‘Funder mental aspects of human communication. They believe this AOLE ‘aims to support learning across the whole curriculum and to enable learners to gain knowledge and skills in welsh, English and international languages as well as in literature. This shows the purpose of children in school exploring different religious studies as well as languages. HWB (Date Unknown) also demonstrate the importance of having a ‘Holistic’ approach. This indicates the more frequent use of different languages within education, and these languages are being explored through listening, reading, speaking and even writing. This sits within 4 statements which contribute and support the four purposes of the welsh curriculum 2022. 

The Final AOLE I have included is Science and technology. HWB (Date Unknown) states the importance of science and technology in our modern world cannot be overstated. HWB states ‘Developments in these areas have always been drivers of changes in society, underpinning innovation and impacting on everyone’s lives economically, culturally and environmentally” they then support there research by saying “The science and technology area of learning and experience will be increase relevant in the opportunities young people encounter and the life choices they make” This portrays the overall opportunities this area of learning experience helps and the  fine motor skills they develop. Furthermore, they portray the vast amount of information and knowledge the learners will be able to make judgments, understand vast amounts of information and present facts. This Area of learning and experience develops their ability to meaningfully ask and answer questions efficiently and effectively. This Area of learning experience is broken up into six what matter statements which support one and other on the learning continuum supported by the four purposes of the curriculum. 

For my lesson plans I have used the new and reformed Athrofa lesson planning. By using this lesson planning technique this has give me the most optimal chance at planning my lessons with optimal learning. There are plenty of boxes for me to include all the important details I need to include for each child to develop every aspect and improve their skills and aid progression. Each lesson plan has separate areas for the age of the children, the main Area of learning experience, what matter statements and then the whole lesson broken down in a variety of columns. These include the success criteria, the introduction to the lesson, the focus task and the plenary. 

Within my three lesson plans the main focus of the lessons in the area of learning experience of Expressive arts. The breakdown of Expressive arts is three what matter statements but the main what matter statement I will be focussing on is ‘Exploring the expressive arts is essential to developing artistic skills and knowledge and it enables learners to become curious and creative individuals” HWB (Date Unknown) As well as expressive arts I will be focusing on Language, Literacy and communication with a key focus’s of the what matter statement of “Literature fires imagination and inspires creativity” and “Understanding languages is key to understanding the world around us”. My final area of learning experience is Science and technology and the area of learning experience I will be focusing on is “Design thinking and engineering offer technical and creative ways to meet society’s needs and wants” and “Being curious and searching for answers is essential to understand and predicting phenomena” HWB (date Unknown) 
 
Within my three lesson plans I have implemented three different assessments for learning strategies. The first one I will talk about is cold calling, the second one i will talk about is Traffic light system and the final one I will discuss is Pit Stops. These three AFL strategies I have implemented eathier one, two or even all three into one lesson to optimize my learners learning environment and to help them progress. 

The first Assessment for learning strategy I will discuss is Cold Calling. Cold calling is a very simple but very effective technique for assessment for learning and one element in particular which is questioning.  Sherrington, T 2021 breaks cold calling down into 5 easy steps which are: Ask the class the question, give thinking time, select someone to respond, respond to the answer and select another student and respond again. During my time within education and trying different assessment for learning strategies this has been my most effective as this allows me as a teacher to gather an understanding as well as getting self and peer assessment. I can use this technique to ask formative questions but if someone is unsure come back to them and ask them weather or not they agree or disagree. This technique is similar to the research of James Carbah, 2022 “No Hands Up” his research comes from a teaching perspective and what he portrays of having a select group of children which would always put there hands up and gather praise frequently. However, “No Hands Up” images Cold calling by making all students ready to be called. He States “This means that all the students get to be prepared, as they are expected to be called upon at any time, amd that they will need to pay attention to what is going on in the class. They have the sense of doing and that they will need to pay attention to what is going on in the class. They have the sense of doing well and achieving, equal participation and feeling good about themselves” Within my three lesson plans Cold calling was implemented into every lesson to gather an understanding of the AOLE or WMS or even to spark conversation about the success criteria or learning objective. I found Cold calling allowed the areas of learning experience of Expressive arts and Language, literacy and communication to be worked upon as they both have the element of creativity and imagination. As children would have to be prepared with an answer the firing of imagination and creative aspect would be a main factor in every lesson. 

The second Assessment for learning strategy I will talk about is Pit Stops.  This stragay I used links to two out of the four elements quality of feedback and peer/self-assessment. I used pit stops and the start, middle and end of my lesson as I found these three sections of the lessons it worked best as I would gather an understanding of the task and if they know what they need to achieve, at the half way point to see how they are getting on and at the end to see whether or not they understood. I will get the children to complete a thumbometer, this means when I used my implemented technique of clapping. The school already had a hands up rule where the children would stop but I created my own of calling. When i completed one, two, one, two three the children would repeat it back to me and stop what they are doing. They will then show me a thumbs up if they are at green light, thumbs in the middle if they are on yellow/orange and thumbs down if they are on red. By doing this I can gather an understanding of the pupils and demonstrate the importance of Self – assessment. Research from Twinkle, 2022 states “It’s extremely important for children because it allows them to reflect on their own work in order to improve and develop further” This shows the importance of self-assessment as they go on to discuss “ Self-assessment encourages pupils to reflect and look at where they make mistakes in order to help them improve for the futre. Not only that, it’s a fantastic way to encourage children to improve their own efforts and empower them to take control of their own learning” These pits stops allow me to view the whole class perspective and see if there are certain children that have misunderstood and see whether or not I eed to explain the focus’s task again or any minor details. I can see instantly the feedback from this as I completed this within all of my lesson finding this hight beneficial within all of my lessons. 
Furthermore, the next assessment for learning strategy I will discuss is my Traffic Light system. This interlinks to the last assessment for learning strategy which was Pit Stops. During my second Placement I introduced a new strategy of a traffic light and created my own traffic light system (see below for photo) Here the children were at the panicle of their own assessment. Houghton, 2004 states “Where do we begin in seeking to improve human thinking” I believe this Assessment for learning strategy will aid this as well as aid progression within the classroom and similar to pit stops the children are in the driver seat of the elements of assessment for learning, meaning the quality of feedback and self-assessment. The children will be completing this and the end of every lesson giving me an inside to the overall learning experience within the lesson. Harris, L. B and Brown, G.T.L (2018) shows research on self-assessment with the traffic light system and state “ Having pupils self-assess at the end of the lesson by using a traffic light proved to be an effective strategy for keeping track of pupils self-assessment” Supporting this ACADEM, 2017 talk about AFL and state “ Self-assessment occurs when students assess their own performance and and is primarily used to help students develop specific learning skills they will need for professional competence. This process may assist in making students aware of and responsible for their own learning process”.  I believe the traffic light system worked very well for me but with each strategy came negative actions. As this comes down to the children at the end of each lesson, some children found themselves on red or frequently on amber because they did not enjoy the lesson or found they were being harsh on themselves, however some children would be up on the green face each lesson just because they would see themselves as doing well or to make them viewed as being positive, and as the is the children judgment this was a good assessment for learning strategy as it was easily visualised and was a fun element for the children so this strategy I would see implementing into my every day teaching. 
Finally, the last assessment for learning strategy I will talk about is Think, Pair, Share. I used this strategy at the start of each lesson to gain an understanding of the children’s understanding. Teacher Vision Staff, 2019 research think, pair, share as a “Cooperative learning technique that encourages individual participation and is applicable across all ages and class sizes” This strategy allows children to have thinking time as well as include participation and discussions. Due to them having time this will allow them to activate there knowledge and prior knowledge, also increasing children’s self-esteem and improves deeper discussion and improves children communications skills linking to the language, literacy and communication AOLE. However, Think, Pair, share has a variety of disadvantages. Educational Broadcasting corporation, 2004 shows the negative aspect of think, pair share by talking about the conflict caused within groups. When using this technique, I saw a mixed reception of some children becoming shy as they did not understand the topic, but some groups would have mixed views and would lead to conflict but I would use this in the futre as as a whole I found a great assessment for learning strategy that included group discussion, collaboration and innovation.
To conclude, I strongly believe Assessment for learning is extremely important. Assessment for learnings a significant way to raise a pupil’s academic achievement and is cantered on the believe that in order for children to progress in school then they must understand the purpose of their learning, where they are in relation to this purpose and how they can achieve their goals’ Study Moose, 2023. As well as the correct assessment for learning strategies being put in place, I strong believe the correct relationship is vital to aid children progression. A quote that was shared with myself and something during my second placement I wrote on the board and stood by was “Classroom management is not about having the right rules, it is about having the right relationships” Meryl Bowen, 2022. 
During the planning process of my three lessons, I took a lot of consideration into the Assessment for learning research and the assessment for learning strategies that I implemented. I ensured that I was correctly using each strategy and ensuring I was using the correct strategy in the correct time and place. To conclude, I believe using assessment for learning within my three lessons plans as well as taking the assessment for learning strategies that would interlink with my chosen areas of learning experience. As a whole, I believe using assessment for learning is vital to aid children’s progression and set children up for the best possible chances in order for them to strive to succeed within their education. I made sure to implement well researched assessment for learning strategies and took into consideration the class I had and the needs I needed to meet. 
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