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[bookmark: _GoBack]‘Choose either ‘the beach’ or ‘the woods’ to plan a visit for a group of children. Describe how visiting this location can support learning.’

This essay intends to focus on a visit to the woodlands area for a group of children in year 2. How visiting this location can support the children’s learning will be discussed throughout, identifying key skills being developed during this visit. I will plan a visit to Pembrey Country Park where there is a large woodlands area and is one of Wale’s top visitor attractions. There is 500 acres of woodlands that the children can explore and deepen their knowledge. Research explains how children learn through different learning styles, where most children learn best if they have a visual stimulus or if they have kinaesthetic task. Therefore, by going to the woodlands the children will be able to see visually and participate in practical work (DCELLS, 2008:10). 
Where children learn is a huge factor into how well a child is educated and achieves. Learning environments is defined as ‘the diverse physical locations, contexts, and cultures in which students learn’ (The Glossary of Educational Reform, 2014). Children are to learn in a number of different environments ranging from in the classroom to the outdoors. Within the new curriculum Donaldson (2015) believes that in order for the learner to be fully engaged with their learning, they need to be in a rich and stimulating environment. As a result, they will be able to explore and experiment their ideas whilst making connections with a sense of purpose. Therefore, there is a big focus on outdoor learning as within Wales there is an ‘Outdoor Learning Handbook’ set by the Welsh Assembly Government (2009). Here, it is explained how being outdoors enhances all aspects of children’s development: social, physical, creative, cultural and personal. Within different learning environments children are able to practice all their senses which will enhance their learning further. Learning outdoors has many benefits to young learners such as children are able to learn new skills such as emotional skills, social skills and physical skills. Sue Palmer supports this as she believes that there is not enough teaching outdoors. Within her book named ‘Toxic Childhood’ she explains how skills get developed further outside. However, she does consider the risks within teaching outdoors, but suggests that the risks are worth taking. Risks can be minimised by doing a risk assessment before going outdoors or on a visit to an outdoors area (see appendix). Other benefits are children can learn first-hand and develop a love for nature (Welsh Assembly Government, 2009). Barnes states that curriculum is defined broadly to not only include the subject which is being taught but also the choices made within such as the resources, activities and the environment in which the lesson takes place (Barnes, 2011). 
	The term learning environment not only focuses on where the children learn but the culture of the school such as its characteristics and how the area is organised. If a classroom is small and compact with a large number of pupils this is not classed as an effective learning environment. The place in which children learn should be spacious with relevant seating, decorating the walls with learning materials and the resources available for the children to see and use. Within learning, there needs to be a constant flow with each area where the child remains engaged for a period of time before moving onto the next task. A factor to consider when setting up the learning environment is what do the children enjoy and what would suit their needs and abilities. This will ensure that the child is accounted for and that their interests are somewhere to be seen. 
	The aims of doing an educational visit is so children can explore and experiment outdoors, working first hand developing their skills. They provide unique opportunities for kinaesthetic learning which can benefit the learners by helping their learning and understanding (National Justice Museum, 2019). Another aim of educational visits is so that children can face challenges that can contribute to their personal development. The Guardian (2008) support this statement as it implies that challenges contribute significantly to a child’s personal development. The Guardian also explains how educational visits can contribute towards the acquisition of knowledge and development of skills such as social, experimental and physical. Skills learned within a classroom can be enhanced by visiting outdoor areas. A final aim of education visits is children are able to activate their prior knowledge and use that knowledge when exploring the outdoors. Within planning an educational visit, looking into an educational visit policy is essential. Within this policy there will be many things to consider such as staff qualifications, first aid, transport, supervision, medical fitness, disabilities and adult to pupil ratios (See appendix).
	The location chosen for the education visit is Pembrey Country Park located in Pembrey South Wales. This area was chosen as it was close to the primary school therefore transport would not be expensive and the children who suffer from sickness will not be affected. It is a lovely, quiet area and therefore disturbance would be of a minimum and the children would be able to remain focus on the tasks given. The woodlands area is substantially safe, with minimum safety risks (see appendix). This location was also chosen as there is a spacious area where the children are able to play and have food if the weather is dry however, there is also a café where the children can go to eat if it is raining. There are other facilities which will be beneficial for the children such as clean toilets that the children will be able to access throughout the day. Pembrey has a unique blend of coast and countryside and therefore the children will be able to see first-hand a typical woodlands area. Therefore, the main features of a woodland can be observed here such as the wildlife, habitats, trees, plants and resources. This will benefit the children’s understanding of a woodlands area and help the children visualise this in the future. There are clear pathways set out which will minimise triping hazards and will be easier for the children to follow. Also, as there are clear paths it will be accessible for individuals with disabilities. Finally, I have chosen this area for my education visit as I am very familiar of the area and can therefore confidently direct the children and other adults around the woodlands, pointing out key features with ease. This will make the teaching and learning more effective and the day will run smoothly (Pembrey Country Park, 2019). 
	In Wales, teachers follow a national framework in which skills and ranges are set for each year group within primary education. The foundation phase framework explains “At the centre of the statutory curriculum framework lies the holistic development of children and their skills, building on their previous learning experiences and knowledge” (Welsh Government, 2015, p.3). Within this visit the children will develop a range of skills and range (See appendix for all skills and ranges for all three activities). The literacy skill being developed is for the children to contribute to group discussion and sharing idea with each other. Numeracy skills would be developed as the children will make a tally of how often they see a particular animal, habitats and leaves, therefore they can gather and record data from lists and tables. Within the visit to Pembrey Education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship (ESDGC) will be addressed as children will learn about a variety of habitats and wildlife in the local area which touches upon the natural environment. Natural environment will also be touched upon when learning about recycling within the Country Park. Choices and decisions will also be referred to as the children will have to decide what senses to use to identify different animals and leaves, discussing their opinions with each other. Donaldson explains in his report named ‘Successful Futures’ (2015) how learning outside of school provides rich opportunities for the learners by learning through experience. Donaldson (2015) also states that children need to be in a rich and stimulating environment where they are able to explore first hand resources and work as part of a team to experiment with these resources. Therefore, the children will be able to make connections with a clear sense of purpose. 
	One main protocol that has to be considered before going on a visit is the policies for leaving the school grounds. This is to make sure all factors are taking into consideration and that everyone is away of these (See appendix).  Secondly, a head count will be needed in order to check that everyone is there, and no one is absent. This can be done when on the bus in one large group checked twice before leaving and then in smaller groups when attending the visit. This will be done by each teacher having a group of five or six individuals which they will need to keep a head count off throughout the day. This will be more efficient and more accurate. Thirdly, a risk assessment will need to be done prior to the visit in order to minimise risks to make sure the children and other adults are as safe as possible. The children will need to be talked through these risks so that they are also aware of them and can try and prevent any from occurring (See appendix). Following the National Education Union (2008) on school trips, their policy is to have a ratio of one adult for every six children in year 2. Therefore, regarding the trip to Pembrey where there are 30 children, I will require five adults not including myself. This is due to me not wanting to take a group particularly but oversee all groups and monitor their work and progression throughout the day. There will also need to be a first aider within the staffing of the trip in case any issues arise during the day. Any additional needs need to be addressed such as individuals with asthma, diabetes, allergies and other needs or disabilities which can affect their time on the trip. Additionally, all staff on the trip need to be briefed of the different needs in order to be aware of the needs of others. Also, a consent form (See appendix) will need to be filled in by each parent for each child and handed back to the school before the children are able to attend the trip. If they fail to do this, they will not be allowed on the trip, missing out on exploring and experimenting first hand outside of the school grounds. Finally, prior to the visit information about the trip should be written and given to the parts with information about the trip such as the cost, the timetable of payments, where the visit is, is pack lunch needed how they will be getting there and home and at what time (Evolve, 2015). 
	The age of the children who will attend this education visit will be 6-7-year olds who are currently in year 2. Before this visit the children will have been learning about different habitats, animals and leaves both in Wales and the wider world. Therefore, when the children are on the visit to Pembrey they will be aware of the different types of habitats are around and be able to identify what animals live there.  Before going on the visit, the children will have gone outside and around the school grounds, exploring the different areas of the school and try and identify different habitats such as nests and holes in the ground. As a result, the children will be hitting Y Cwrriculum Cymreig as they can then compare the habitats and animals found in Pembrey to what they found in the school grounds. Children will also be aware of recycling as they will have focused on learning about recycling in the local area. 
The theme chosen for this activity is woodlands. Within this theme the topics being focused on are habitats, leaf identification and recycling. The woodlands are a perfect opportunity to further the children’s knowledge on each topic, learning about the real world which is seen as a huge factor in a child’s education according to Donaldson (2015). The woodlands offer many opportunities to learn new skills, working with others and undertaking practical work (Forest Research, 2019). 
Throughout this visit the children will develop many skills. The children will be given the opportunity to develop their social skills, engaging with people and collaborating with each other. This can be seen as an advantage as social skills help children develop their confidence and trust in others (The School Run, 2019). Another skill being developed would be decision making as the children will have to think for themselves and decide what type of habitats surround them and what animals live in these habitats. They will also have to decide what these habitats are made out of and why they live in the area. Some children may adopt leadership skills as well as teamwork as children will be split into small groups where they will work together however initially there is normally a leader within the group. This will build upon their confidence. Time management is a skill that will be developed throughout the day as the children will need to complete the task within a given time. Time management is a key skill which is essential into a child’s life and therefore is a good skill to practice and develop. This is due to good time management skills reducing stress levels (Grade Power Learning, 2018). Skills from the national framework for foundation phase will also be developed such as ‘exploring and experimenting’ and ‘describing what they have found out and offering simple explanations’ (Welsh Government, 2015). More skills from the framework will be developed as shown on the lesson plans (see appendix). 
Prior to the visit the children will have back ground knowledge on habitats in the local area as they will have previously gone around their school grounds identifying different animals and their habitats. Within their school lessons they have been focusing on the theme animals and therefore have a lot of prior knowledge that they will be able to activate on the visit to Pembrey. The children will also have previously learned about recycling, making a poster from the information they learned (See appendix). This will help the children complete one of the tasks during the visit to Pembrey. The children will know the full details of the trip before hand so that they are aware of how the day is planned out. The will know what equipment to bring, what to wear and what food they will need. Whether the weather is bad or good, the trip will still continue however, it will be explained that appropriate clothing is needed such as a coat and wellies. Being in the rain is a multi- sensory experience and therefore provides many learning opportunities. Research shows that children who go outside in all weather types are more robust and teaching the children good life skills as they will learn how to keep warm (Welsh Assembly Government, 2008). Prior to the visit I will attend the venue myself making sure I am fully aware with the area and the facilities in order for the children to get the most effective learning. 
During the visit to Pembrey there will be three activities which will take place. Throughout the day, I along with other staff members, will model behaviour and walk the children through each step before observing the children and assessing their knowledge (Vygotsky, 1978). The first activity will be leaf identification where the children are asked to collect a section of different leaves. Once they have collected the leaves, they will be asked to identify which are the most common in the woodlands area. I will ask the children to focus on two different leaves, identifying the similarities and differences. The next activity which the children will participate is walking around the woodlands trail, stopping at different points asking the children to use their senses to identify different animals and habitats. They will be asked questions such as ‘what can you hear?’ and ‘what can you see?’ The children will be asked to make a tally of the different animals and habitats seen on the trail. The last activity which will be held after lunch will be focusing on recycling. Here the children will be litter picking in small groups, where the children will take it in turns walking around the woodlands, picking up litter, thinking about what type of litter is on the floor and where it could have come from. A discussion will be held where the children identify the different types of litter, and how we can resolve this problem for the future. It will be mentioned to the children about the different ways this park deals with recycling such as bins around the park, members of staff litter picking and signs saying not to litter (See appendix for more information on the lessons). Throughout this visit Bruner’s theory as he believes that children will learn through experience when he says, “generic coding systems that permit one to go beyond the data to new and possibly fruitful predictions” (Bruner, 1957, p.234).  Skinners theory of operant conditioning will be used not only during this visit but throughout all lessons where reward and punishment will be put into place in order for children to understand that good behaviour will be rewarded, and bad behaviour will have unpleasant consequences (Skinner, 1938). However, during the visit I will need to be aware that some children may be scared or nervous of being in an outdoor area they are unfamiliar with. I will support these children and guide them step by step to make them feel more comfortable during each activity. 
After the visit the children will spend the whole week focusing on the visit, reflecting on what they saw. Firstly, a discussion about how the trip went will occur, asking pupils to explain what they found beneficial and what they would change to make the trip better. This will help improve the learning and teaching of the tip in future years so that the children get the most effective teaching. Next, the children will discuss the different leaves they found with the help of a few examples I will have collected from the trip to help activate their prior knowledge. I will then ask the children to measure the different leaves, comparing the size and shape (See appendix). Another lesson after the visit will be focusing on comparing what habitats and animals the children saw in the woodlands compared to in the school grounds. A class discussion will be help in order to develop the children’s communication skills (See appendix). 
To conclude, I believe the visit to Pembrey will be beneficial to the children, as they will be able to explore and experiment for themselves, moving outside their comfort zone. They will be more engaged in the activities working first hand, using all their senses to help complete each task.  Donaldson (2015:63) explains how pedagogy is more than teaching in the classroom but also the combination of theoretical and practical knowledge. All areas of learning can be developed through the outdoor environments. Children are able to learn new skills, move freely, be creative and enjoy in the real world. Learning outdoors can build on continuous provision also, providing opportunity for progression. However, looking into the disadvantages and risks are important before doing any visits. 
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