A series of portfolio tasks giving evidence of improvement in the development of personal language for oracy, reading and writing.
Task 1

During my Professional Teaching Experience, I was in a Foundation Phase Year 1 class in an inner-city school in Swansea with social and economic issues so many of the learners are below the literacy national average. My personal training target was to become more confident with my welsh pronunciation and memory, so my speaking becomes more fluent and natural. The learning objective was to become more familiar with Welsh Vocabulary, in particular with the book “Siw a’I Ffrindiau’. Also, learning about friendship and meeting new people can help with social interaction. The Foundation Phase Framework, Department for Education and Skills (2015), discussed that Personal and Social Development, Well-being and Cultural Diversity was explored as the activity that allowed them to become independent learners. Furthermore, the theme of friendship allows the learners to be aware of and respect the needs of others and form relationships and feel confident to play and work cooperatively and show care and consideration. There was also Welsh Language Development as the learners were talking in familiar patterns and could express their feelings. In addition, the story meant using appropriate language in spontaneous and structured play activities and when conveying meaning as well as speaking clearly. The reading of the story needs to be inclusive and accessible for all learners as there were two learners who were learning English as a foreign language. I aimed to use a large amount of questions to assess the learners understanding of the plot and the characters. The National Literacy and Numeracy framework demonstrated the importance of literacy skills such as punctuation and capital letters which needed to be reinforced as many of the learners struggled with the concept. I also wanted them to gain awareness that some sounds change at the beginning of words which is also shown the LNF. 
Task 2

https://youtu.be/6GVhd80kmVQ
Task 3

After seeing my video, I am now able to reflect on my actions and responses to situations. My pronunciation was inaccurate in places, but I believe that is due to a lack of confidence as I felt extra pressure to make sure everything was correct. Throughout my placement I have found it difficult to use welsh in the class room so having to read a story and break it down, so it then becomes manageable has helped my own learning experience. Levis and Levis (2014) demonstrated how greeting routines such as those in this book could improve pronunciation.










However, I believe that I made up for some mispronunciation as I maintained a good level of interaction through using open questions and presenting myself well with good body language and expressive actions. It did find that it was important to maintain eye contact with my audience accept for looking at the notes I prepared in advance. 
Ushioda (2008) found that there was a link between the amount of eye contact a learner would receive and their degree participation in group communication and language learning. This highlights that is important to make eye contact with all learners to ensure they all get a valuable learning experience.

On the other hand, after watching my video, I would have probably given the learners more time to answer the questions, so they can think more independently instead of giving them so much support. I decided to give them a large amount of help because the majority of learners in the school have a below average literacy level, so I wanted to give them as much support as possible before moving on to the task I planned, so they would gain from the learning experience. I also liked the fact that pointing out Welsh vocabulary, which was familiar to them, allowed them to be able to translate the sentence independently or with a small level of support. Additionally, I also found that by relating the specific word to an aspect of school life such as “Mae hi’n amser chwarae” which they were familiar to would increase their level of understanding and enjoyment towards the activity. Department for Education and Skills (2015) published the foundation phase framework and it mentions that including some relevant vocabulary to extend their ideas or accounts can improve the learner’s communication and understanding.







For a small section I decided to include some literacy skills after having done many literacy-based lessons I have observed that the learners had trouble with some punctuation and language skills, so I decided to reiterate it in the story to reinforce its importance. The Department for Education and Skills (2015) supported this by say they expect learners who are in Year 1 to be able to use capital letters and full stops confidently. 



I decided to point out the illustrations in the book to give the learners, who are of a lower ability, clues which foreshadowed potential sentence patterns and plot changes in the future. Hladikova (2014) stated that illustrations in children’s books introduce and enlighten the world to children in a comprehensive way and can be done even before they are able to read. It allows the children to adjust and get accustomed to new words and build up their vocabulary through both verbal and visual references provided by the book. Furthermore, I decided to use the cognitive theories idea of schemas, so the learners will see a cat as a furry animal with whiskers and a long tall, so I would point out the characteristic schemas and the learners would point out the animal.
Piaget and Cook (1952) didn’t think that the idea that intelligence was a fixed trait and stated that we needed build on knowledge so schemas were a way of organising knowledge into categories, so we can use a process of elimination to identity objects. 

The story had a lot of repetition of sentences patterns which we had done in previous weeks, which allowed the learners to become more empowered and involved in the experience. Behaviourist theorists such as Watson (1913) and Skinner (1948) recognise that anything which needs to be retained into long term memory needs to be done via repetition, so learning sentence patterns take on the same type of thinking as these theorists.


After looking at the video, I found that the classes behaviour was good. I wanted it to be interactive and accessible for all learners, so I allowed a certain amount of talking but I felt that all the learners seemed to be involved and enthusiastic and didn’t take advantage of this. However, after reflecting I would have tried to involve some of the quieter learners who I can see from the video do began to get distracted. In the future, I would possibly use some Skinner (1948) Operant conditioning techniques to maintain the good level of behaviour to ensure all members of the class stay on topic.  






In addition, I did try to use praise continuously, so the learners felt encouraged which could potentially improve their confidence with the Welsh language and help them with further development in the future. Conroy et al (2009) emphasised that effective praise which is delivered as an instructional strategy to increase the occurrence of positive behaviour and high-quality work.









One aspect which I would change is that the plot and the theme of the story was friendship, and I felt I only focused on it at the end of the story. I believe this was a result of trying to focus on producing correct pronunciation and keeping to my planning times. Therefore, if I had been talking about the theme throughout the story then the learners may have had a clearer idea of what the theme and the message behind the story was. 


I decided to also include a numeracy aspect of counting the number of friends which Siw had made at the end of the story, which incorporated aspects of the LNF to demonstrate I had thought about what underlying skills could be included. I believe this was helpful and it allowed all the learners to gain control of their own learning experience. The Department of Education and Skills (2015) affirmed that using ‘counting on’ strategies need to be achieved in Year 1, so this emphasises the importance of the learners being confident in this.
In conclusion, I found the overall experience went well because all the learners completed the activity and enjoyed the interactive reading of the story. However, in the future, I would have picked a more difficult story which I would then give more support in certain parts as I could see some of the higher ability learners could have been pushed furthermore. This would offer a more differentiated experience, and this would give me a chance to improve my Welsh in stages. I wasn’t pleased with my pronunciation but I believe that this is something which will improve over time.
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