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“The principles of good environmental governance are vital to the post-COVID-19 world” (Townend, 2020 ).

	Describe and explain the principles of good environmental governance and briefly comment on their future role.

Good governance is one of the most fundamental factors when considering effective environmental conservation/management. “the process of decision making and the process by which decisions are implemented” (UNESCAP2014:56)
Good governance must be applied in order for responsible conduct of public affairs and management of public resources to be undertaken fairly. The 3 main pillars are Transparency, Accountability and Security. Fundamental maxims of good governance suggest the following principles:

· Participation
· Consensus Orientated
· Rule of Law
· Effectiveness and Efficiency
· Transparency
· Accountability
· Responsiveness
· Equity and Inclusiveness

These are important because they ensure that the environmental laws are being undertaken and followed.
It allows freedom of speech and right of opinion which can create a huge impact on future plans ad decisions.
Greta Thunberg’s speech in 2019 directed towards world leaders stated that “we ae at the beginning of a mass extinction and all you can talk about is money and fairly tales of economic growth”. This right resulted in the media headlining “she is getting people to listen, which we have failed to do” (Mach 2019)

The Mach also states that “climate scientists say Greta Thunberg’s efforts are building real momentum” the impact of Greta’s right to free speech under one of the principles being Rule of Law had benefitted the attitude towards environmental conservation massively. This also supports the accountability principle by the government taking action towards targeting the issues and taking steps towards intervention. In 2019 the Guardian states that Michael Gove “felt great admiration, but also responsibility and guilt” and that the government has not done enough to address climate change that we have created, after listening to her speech.
Later resulting in the country releasing a review to discuss when the country should reach net zero emissions. 

Moving onto participation. Smaller companies merging into one governmental funded organisation (NRW) benefits the environment financially. Natural Resources Wales aim is to pursue sustainable management of natural resources. Resulting in less waste, carbon emissions etc. 
Currently, the governments around the world have had to act responsively due to the COVID-19 pandemic. It has pushed countries across the globe into lockdown which has caused a financial-market collapse. The pandemic demands an influential, direct response. But handling this emergency requires the governments to also look to the long term. One particular policy plan being the European Commission’s European Green Deal, offers numerous ways to care for the businesses at risk. 

Without these principles being put in place the government would collapse. Natural disasters such as COVID-19 are unpredictable and without policies being put in place and preparation being done, the government would have no way to deal with it. Resulting in complete economic and social depletion.
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