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Abstract
This report will offer solutions solving the problems for Shape Up Gyms. These problems are performance tuning, this will be exploring indexes to improve query times, and a distributed database solution to scatter their information over different sights using different fragmentation techniques.
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[bookmark: _Toc35895244]1. Introduction
This report will focus on producing solutions for performance tuning using indexes and distributed database solutions. Outlining the different indexes used and reasoning for them, also the different fragmentation types and solutions that could be applied to the database improving the usage at each network location.

[bookmark: _Toc35895245]2. Methodology
[bookmark: _Toc35895246]2.1 Performance Tuning
[bookmark: _Toc35895247]2.1.1 Index 1 – Package Name
Data that will be accessed frequently is the name of the available packages. So, the first index on the Membership Price table, and the indexed column is the package name. This is a non-clustered secondary index [1] as the package names are not ordered by default. The reason for indexing this column is, when a new customer goes to the gyms they will be requesting information on the available packages, as they will be purchasing one. This index will speed up the query when the information desk is requesting this data.	Comment by Kemi Ademoye: Okay, but this table is a small table, so adding an extra index may not be beneficial.

[bookmark: _Toc35895248]2.1.2 Index 2 – Package Name	Comment by Kemi Ademoye: You forgot to change the name and same applies to the one below.
Another index is on the customer names. This is an important index to have as when the admin office is looking for the customers in the Cardiff gym, all the names are indexed speeding up the search. There will be lots of customers in this table, so when their names are searched for only this information is gathered from the index and not the rest of the columns that could be unnecessary for the search. This index firstly sorts the customers last names by ascending order, then the surnames by ascending order. Making it easier when looking through the data as, if someone is looking for a name they will be able to skip to the letter in alphabetical order, for the customers last name then first name. This index has a where clause that only indexes customers who are in the Cardiff gym, by only selecting rows that have a GymID of ‘GY001’.	Comment by Kemi Ademoye: Good example of a filtered index.

[bookmark: _Toc35895249]2.1.3 Index 3 – Package Name
The third index is a unique non-clustered index on the GymID column and the Gym Name column in the Gym table. The index is unique as one of the indexes columns is a primary key, this means it will only gather the unique values, as primary key columns are unique by default [2]. The reason for choosing this index is, when searching for a list of all gyms, it will speed up the query by returning all the gym names and IDs. This query will be used frequently by all branches of the gyms and the head office. For the gym branched the customer will want to see all the other gyms as their membership will allow them to attend any of the other gyms around Wales. The head office will be executing the same query often for the same reason, but also as they will be referring to a list of gyms when doing any paperwork for each one.	Comment by Kemi Ademoye: Okay, but users are more likely to be interested in finding gyms in a particular city location and city code and/or postcode will be more appropriate. Also, the addition of gym ID to this index is redundant.

[bookmark: _Toc35895250]2.2 Distributed Database Solution
[bookmark: _Toc35895251]2.2.1 Horizontal Fragmentation
This fragmentation type is based on horizontal fragmentation, aiming to split table rows and allocating them to the sites where they are frequently used to avoid remotely editing them [3]. The region, city gym and membership type tables will not fragmentated as these tables have a small number of rows.	Comment by Kemi Ademoye: Okay, but you also need to specify if you are replicating or centralising these tables.

[bookmark: _Toc35895252]2.2.1.1 Membership Type Table
The gym membership type table will be split using the gym id. The reason for this is the gym will only have the membership types that are used for that specific gym, as there is no need for the gym to sort the membership types for a gym that can be purchased at that gym.	Comment by Kemi Ademoye: Hmmm, I suspect you meant gym membership price table. Okay, but the gym IDs should be selected based on the regional location of the gym to fulfil the requirements to distribute the data regionally.
MT1	GymID = ‘GY001’
MT2	GymID = ‘GY002’
MT3	GymID = ‘GY003’
MT4	GymID = ‘GY004’

Reconstruction = MT1 MT2 MT3MT4

[bookmark: _Toc35895253]2.2.1.2 Customer Table
This table will be split in the same way as the membership type table as the gyms will be adding customers to this table, but only ones that will be joining their local gym. Also, the gym will be updating personal information or finance information on the customers regularly. This fragmentation will stop remote writing to the table. 	Comment by Kemi Ademoye: Okay, but mixed fragmentation will be better to fulfil the requirement to process payments centrally from HO. First create 2 vertical fragments – fragment 1 with the payment details + PK, and the remaining columns + PK in fragment 2. Then apply horizontal fragmentation as you have suggested selecting gyms on a regional basis.

Okay, seen the section on vertical fragmentation below. The order in which you apply mixed fragmentation is important. For the customer table, you need ton vertically fragment first.
C1	GymID = ‘GY001’
C2	GymID = ‘GY002’
C3	GymID = ‘GY003’
C4	GymID = ‘GY004’

Reconstruction = C1C2C3C4

[bookmark: _Toc35895254]2.2.1.2 Membership Purchase Table
The horizontal fragmentation in this table will be on the customers id number and end contract date. This is the case as when the gym is updating the payment dates it will only be on the customers who attend that gym and still have a valid membership, or the membership ended in the current month. Also, the gyms will be querying which customer which payment plan and change it if this is requested, so this will all need to be stored locally at the gym site.	Comment by Kemi Ademoye: Okay, but not quite
MP1	GymID = ‘GY001’ and EndDate > CurrentMonth
MP2	GymID = ‘GY002’ and EndDate > CurrentMonth
MP3	GymID = ‘GY003’ and EndDate > CurrentMonth
MP4	GymID = ‘GY004’ and EndDate > CurrentMonth

Reconstruction = MP1MP2MP3MP4

[bookmark: _Toc35895255]2.2.2 Vertical Fragmentation
This type of fragmentation involves splitting the tables by the column and allocating them to specific place on the network. When comparing the cost locally sorting the data or remotely accessing it, locally storing the correct fragments is the lowest costing [3]. The tables region, city, gym and membership purchase do not need a vertical fragmentation solution as they can be stored at each location because there is limited information in each table. The other tables that has no fragmentation is the gym membership table and membership purchase table. These tables will need to be fully accessed by the finance team as all the columns are needed when working out the customer financial information.

[bookmark: _Toc35895256]2.2.2.1 Membership Type Table
This table will be split so the finance department can have the financial package information but not the description as this is needed for them when they are setting up direct debit information on customer accounts.	Comment by Kemi Ademoye: This table is a small table and should not be fragmented but replicated as it is also used by ALL gyms. Also, it is not this payment information that is used to process payments. It is the info stored in the membership purchase and customer tables.
MT1 (Gyms)	 MemebershipTypeID, PackageName, Description, DurationType, DurationQuantity, OffPeakMembership
MT2 (Finance)	 MemebershipTypeID, ContractType, CancelAnytime

Reconstruction = MT1(MemebershipTypeID)        MT2(MembershipTypeID)

[bookmark: _Toc35895257]2.2.2.2 Customer
The vertical fragmentation solution that will be applied to this table is separating the account details from the customer information. The account information is needed by the finance department as these are the details that the money will be taken from to pay the membership for the gym. This is also more secure as the gym branches will not have access to this sensitive information.
C1 (Gyms)	 CustomerID, Firstname, Lastname, DateOfBirth, Passcode, HomeAddress, HomeCityCode, Postcode, ContactPhoneNumber, Medical Summary, JoinDate
C2 (Finance)	 CustomerID, GymID, BankAccountNo, SortCode

Reconstruction = C1(CustomerID)	     C2(CustomerID)

[bookmark: _Toc35895258]2.2.3 Mixed Fragmentation
When looking at this fragmentation, it is a mix of the vertical and horizontal fragmentation. This takes the advantages from each type and combines them so it can be used where either or both styles are needed. The tables that have no mixed fragmentation are the region, city, gym, membership type and membership purchase.

[bookmark: _Toc35895259]2.2.3.1 Customer
The fragmentation solution on this table is removing all the financial information on the customers table at each gym site by using vertical fragmentation. The reason for this is that it is more secure because none of the gym employees will have access to this personal data that they do not need to access. Then using horizontal fragmentation, the customer will be split so that their information can be stored at the gym that they attend.	Comment by Kemi Ademoye: Okay, but the Gym ID should be in the second fragment.
C1 (Finance)	     CustomerID, GymID, BankAccountNo, SortCode
C2 (Gyms)	 CustomerID, Firstname, Lastname, DateOfBirth, Passcode, HomeAddress, HomeCityCode, Postcode, ContactPhoneNumber, Medical Summary, JoinDate

C21		GymID = ‘GY001’
C22		GymID = ‘GY002’
C23		GymID = ‘GY003’
C24		GymID = ‘GY004’

Reconstruction = C1(CustomerID)	     (C21C22C23C24)


[bookmark: _Toc35895260]2.2.4 Derived Horizontal Fragmentation
This solution of fragmentation involves using joins made between tables. So, the fragmentation is based on the previously defined constraints using the primary and foreign keys that link the tables [4]. This is only used on tables that isn’t dependent on another table. The only table 

[bookmark: _Toc35895261]2.2.4.1 Membership Purchase
When fragmenting the membership purchase table using derived horizontal fragmentation, it will split the table rows so the purchased memberships will be grouped by the gym the customers are registered with. Meaning the tables can be stored at the gym branch and only the purchases for that branch will be stored at the branch.	Comment by Kemi Ademoye: Okay, but you want to use derived horizontal fragmentation based on CustomerID instead so that customers’ membership purchase will be at the same location as the parent customer record. Also, you need to handle the requirement that payment info is processed centrally.

MP1:  GymID = 'GY001'
MP2:  GymID = 'GY002'
MP3:  GymID = 'GY003'
MP4:  GymID = 'GY004'

Reconstruction = MP1MP2MP3MP4

[bookmark: _Toc35895262]3. Conclusion
These solutions for the performance tuning defining the different indexes show improvement to the speed of the databases and querying for different data. Also, the solution for the fragmentation demonstrates that there are different solutions for each of the tables to improve on the performance and storage size of the database on each site. 
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                 MARKING CRITERIA AND STUDENT FEEDBACK



This section details the extent to which the assessment criteria are demonstrated by you, which in turn determines your mark. The marks available for each category of skill are shown. Lecturers will use the space provided to comment on the achievement of the task(s), including those areas in which you have performed well and areas that would benefit from development/improvement.

	[bookmark: assessmentComponent]Common Assessment Criteria Applied  (Assignment 1)
	Marks available
	Marks 
awarded

	1. Engagement with Literature Skills 

	
	

	[bookmark: feedbackRIL]
	[bookmark: totalRIL]
	[bookmark: markRIL]

	
	
	

	2. Knowledge and Understanding Skills

	
	

	[bookmark: feedbackKUS]A very good range of queries to create sample data for the database has been provided with additional, appropriate queries to test the constraints added to the tables. A good attempt at the required transaction to purchase a new membership but there is room for improvement. First, the INSERT into the Membership Type table is not required. Also, the transaction requires an IF statement to check for any existing active memberships.  (Grade mark: 72.00%)
	[bookmark: totalKUS]25
	[bookmark: markKUS]18

	
	
	

	3. Cognitive and Intellectual Skills

	
	

	[bookmark: feedbackANA]A good analysis of the case study, but there is room for improvement. Although you have explained the justifications for your indexes well and demonstrated the use of multi-column indexes and filtered indexes, some of the chosen columns to index could be better. Generally, a good distributed database design solution has been proposed, but there is also room for improvement. See your report for additional comments. (Grade mark: 61.67%)
	[bookmark: totalANA]30
	[bookmark: markANA]18.5

	
	
	

	4. Practical Application Skills

	
	

	[bookmark: feedbackPAD]A very good attempt. Just a few minor things to note. For the OffPeakMembership and CancelAnyTime, a BIT type would be more appropriate as this is used for Boolean (Yes/No or True/False) data. The size of some of your PK columns also needs to be a bit longer as, for example, at the moment only a maximum of 9999 customers can register. For bank account number, sort code, and passcode, integer is not appropriate. CHAR would actually be better to allow you to store any leading zeroes that may apply. CityCode in Gym and HomeCityCode in customer should be a FK to the city table. (Grade mark: 77.50%)
	[bookmark: totalPAD]40
	[bookmark: markPAD]31

	
	
	

	5. Transferable Skills for Life and Professional Practice 

	
	

	[bookmark: feedbackSPP]The report is well-written and presented. (Grade mark: 90.00%)
	[bookmark: totalSPP]5
	[bookmark: markSPP]4.5

	
	
	



	Assignment Mark (Assessment marks are subject to ratification at the Exam Board.  These comments and marks are to give feedback on module work and are for guidance only until they are confirmed. )
	Late Submission Penalties (tick if appropriate)
	[bookmark: totalMark]72%

	
	Up to 1 week late (40% Max)
	[bookmark: fourWeeksLate]
	

	
	Over 1 week late (0%)
	[bookmark: firstAttempt]
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