War is surely a failure of political discourse and not simply an extension of politics by other means.
A failure of political discourse, leading to war, has been seen to be the case on several occasions. One example of this is World War Two and Britain’s involvement. At the start of the war Neville Chamberlain, the British Prime Minister, tried to reach a peaceful resolution to the political and territorial issues arising from Hitler’s Lebensraum incursions[footnoteRef:1]. [1:  A&E Television Networks. Biography. (2016) https://www.biography.com/political-figure/neville-chamberlain [Accessed 25th Apr 2020]] 

The end result was failure, the appeasements were completely ignored by Hitler, and he broke the terms of the agreements. This resulted in Chamberlain resigning as Prime Minister in 1940, allowing Churchill, who had been previously seen as a warmonger, to become Prime Minister and enabling Britain to fight back against Hitler[footnoteRef:2].  [2:  Encyclopædia Britannica, inc. Britannica. (2020) https://www.britannica.com/biography/Neville-Chamberlain [Accessed 25th Apr 2020]] 

But alternatively, it is possible to see the Nazi offensive as an extension of politics. Hitler wanted Germany to be great again but at the expense of the Jewish People, as well as using territorial expansion.  A significant proportion of Nazi action was completely based around their political views. Nazi policies made persecution of the Jewish race legal[footnoteRef:3] and territorial expansion not only justifiable but an ideological necessity. [3:  Greg Bradsher. Prologue magazine. (2010) https://www.archives.gov/publications/prologue/2010/winter/nuremberg.html [Accessed 29th Apr 2020]
] 

Hitler in power actually did better Germany in many different ways, the country was facing a great depression when Hitler was running for Fuhrer, this meant a lot of people were unemployed and that the country financially was completely being bled dry. This was not only due to the depression but also due to the Treaty of Versailles, which resulted in Germany losing a lot of land and complete military power. When Hitler became Fuhrer the country changed for the better, more schools and hospitals were built, employment increased, but this also led into the taking over of countries. Hitler wanted more land for Germany, for the people of Germany, so he started to take over countries like Poland, though this was not the only reason he had done so. He had also wanted to create the Aryan race, though this also coincided with his hatred for the Jewish people, this extended to the extermination of Jews not only in his own country but also in others. Everything that the Germans wanted to do were based on Hitler’s political beliefs and what the Nazi party also stood for. 
It is also possible to argue that the involvement of Japan and Italy in World War Two was also an extension of politics by other means. Japan was desperate for resources and its people were in poverty. It had completely focused its resources into its own military and had started to neglect its own people. In addition, during the war Japan had signed a treaty with Italy and Germany, the terms of which determined that if either country was attacked they would help in the efforts to defend. Japans need for resources and power motivated them to take over invade different islands, and Indochina and China. This resulted in the US starting an embargo for resources like oil, increasing the pressure on Japan. Japan then started making deals with America for the embargo to end.  The primary motivation at this point appears to have been to attempt to stabilise East Asia, and their invasion of areas within the Pacific region was presented as part of that policy. The Japanese position was that the US Government were demanding items that were ‘calculated to destroy Japan’s position as the stabilizing factor of East Asia’[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Jewell, Larry W. Fordham University. (1996) https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/mod/1941PEARL.asp [Accessed 29th Apr 2020]] 

However, Japan was already in motion over the bombing of Pearl Harbour. This action, although it could be read as Japan’s back up plan in the event of the failure of political discourse, led to America joining in the war efforts against Germany and declaring war on Japan. 
Italy on the other hand wanted more land, though this led to more of a revolt against the dictator Mussolini. Mussolini had wanted to expand the country and would only join Germany after the invasion of France. Though this was more of an extension as to what Mussolini wanted in his election, this lead to the failure of political discourse within the country. Some political figures wanted nothing to do with what Mussolini and because of that he was removed from his seat of power, allowing for them to appease the Allied powers. Italy’s war, in general, was a failure in military power as they lost most of their battles[footnoteRef:5]. [5:  John A Marino. Foot, John. Britannica. (2020) https://www.britannica.com/place/Italy/World-War-II [Accessed 25th Apr 2020]] 

The circumstances surrounding the American Civil War also support the theory that war is a failure of political discourse. The war started with two sides that wanted two different things, the north and the south. In the north, they wanted slavery to be abolished, yet in the south they wanted slavery to carry on, for the issue surrounding this, it was, for the south, more of a economic issue than a race issue. Initially this was a matter of political debate and during this earlier period in the debate Abraham Lincoln favoured the gradual reduction of slavery rather than abolition due to the south’s economic dependence on slavery. For the south, it was less a matter of race and more a matter of financial sustainability. If slavery was abolished, a lot of these plantations would close down, resulting in unemployment and a depression. This started to escalate between the two sides until the south had enough, during this time the states were kind of like their own countries and people would be loyal to these states and because of that, the south completely cut themselves off from the US, allowing for them to go to war with the north. This was a result of political discourse completely failing[footnoteRef:6]. [6:  Jennifer L Weber. Warren W Hassler. Britannica. (2020) https://www.britannica.com/event/American-Civil-War [Accessed 25th Apr 2020]] 

You could say the start of World War 1 was also a failure of political discourse, after the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand, countries started to declare war on each other, dividing themselves into two different powers, the Central Powers and the Allied Powers[footnoteRef:7]. What could be said is that this war started because there was no political discourse whatsoever, there was no attempt of it and it started this spiralling descent that leads to the war, all of which was blamed on Germany with the Treaty of Versailles[footnoteRef:8]. [7:  John Graham Royde-Smith. Dennis E Showalter. Britannica. (2020) https://www.britannica.com/event/World-War-I [Accessed 25th Apr 2020]]  [8:  Encyclopædia Britannica, inc. Britannica. (2020) https://www.britannica.com/event/Treaty-of-Versailles-1919 [Accessed 25th Apr 2020]] 

The Vietnam war started due to the American occupation in Vietnam, but before that there was a conflict between the Americans and the Vietnamize, America had been supplying the Vietnam forces with arms and training but there was a conflict brewing in the background, the north and south were completely split between the north which was more communist and the south which was democratic. This conflict between the two had started to grow into armed conflict and this resulted in America throwing their military forces into the country, even after the death of John F. Kennedy. This led to a long conflict between Vietnam and the US and the death of 1000s. This conflict was purely out of a discourse that completely soured over time between the south and north, allowing for the conflict to become violent[footnoteRef:9]. [9:  Ronald H Spector. Britannica. (2020) https://www.britannica.com/event/Vietnam-War [Accessed 25th Apr 2020]] 

There is also the Iraq war of recent memory, in which the whole of Iraq was invaded by both America and Britain. This started a long time before the war even started, George W. Bush had argued about the taking over of the country as a priority, arguing that not only that the country had dangerous weaponry, but also because of the 9/11 bombing a year previous. This led to them giving Saddam Hussain a choice, leave the country or be forced to leave. Their incredibly aggressive demands lead to Saddam refusing the choice, which lead to bloodshed in the country and the invasion of it, allowing for America to occupy the country for years until around 2011 when they finally left the country alone. Most of the conflict came after, when America occupied the country[footnoteRef:10]. [10:  Encyclopædia Britannica, inc. Britannica. (2019) https://www.britannica.com/event/Iraq-War [Accessed 25th Apr 2020]] 

 There is also the Roman-Parthian war in which the Romans fought Against the Parthians, this was a result after the Parthians declared a king over Armenia, a state that the Romans had known as being neutral, though initially the Romans had tried to end this peacefully, they had failed when their demands were met with refusal, starting the war that would last for a few years[footnoteRef:11]. [11: Mark Cartwright. Ancient History Encyclopedia. (2018) https://www.ancient.eu/article/1198/the-roman-parthian-war-58-63-ce/ [Accessed 25th Apr 2020]
] 

There is also the American Revolution, this was the war that America had fought with Britain for its independence. This conflict started with Britain trying to gain control over the US, this really soured relations between the American colonies and Britain. This was largely caused by Britain taxing America due to Britain’s belief that they should be compensated over their defence of the colonies during another war, this resulted in America refusing and then resulted in a Civil War, this then escalated to a full on international war between two sides, America, France, Spain and Partly the Netherlands against Britain. With the Netherlands already at war with Britain[footnoteRef:12]. [12:  Willard M Wallace. Britannica. (2020) https://www.britannica.com/event/American-Revolution [Accessed 25th Apr 2020]] 

The Barbary War had started due to Americas refusal to pay Pirates so that their trading vessels wouldn’t be attacked. This resulted in a war between Tripoli and America, a war that was overdue due to conflicts brewing between the two countries previously. Tripoli, asking for a larger donation, had then declared war with America after another refusal[footnoteRef:13]. [13:  Encyclopædia Britannica, inc. Britannica. (2019) https://www.britannica.com/event/First-Barbary-War [Accessed 25th Apr 2020]] 

The Seven Year War was started with a complete failure of discourse between Britain and France but also started due to Austria trying to retake a state that previously belonged to them. Largely the war was between two powers but the main focus was between Britain and France. Their conflict was the colonisation of two different countries, North America and also India, both countries did not come to an agreement and this led to them declaring war on each other. Any political discourse between the two had ended in failure, with each wanting to colonise the countries[footnoteRef:14]. [14:  Encyclopædia Britannica, inc. Britannica. (2020) https://www.britannica.com/event/Seven-Years-War/Preliminary-negotiations-and-hostilities-in-the-colonies [Accessed 25th Apr 2020]] 

The Arab-Israeli wars were wars that took place in Palestine between the Arabs and the Jews, this was over the occupation of the country after the United Nations had declared the it a Jewish and Arab state. This was resulted in Israel being created as its own country, with this war you could argue that this was an extension of politics, this is due to how the war started, because of that declaration and how it ignited that conflict[footnoteRef:15]. [15:  Encyclopædia Britannica, inc. Britannica. (2020) https://www.britannica.com/event/Arab-Israeli-wars [Accessed 25th Apr 2020]
] 

The War of 1812 was a war between the British and the Americans, this was caused by multiple factors but the largest factor was the problems America faced between the dealings they had with France and Britain, both countries didn’t really like that America was trading with the other and would make it hard for America to do so, even getting violent with America at times and this resulted in America declaring war on Britain in 1812. This was a result of more things than that, for example, the rise of Politicians that were Pro-French. This also coincided with the Napoleonic wars that were being fought between Britain and France[footnoteRef:16].  [16:  David S Heidler. Jeanne T Heidler. Britannica. (2020)  https://www.britannica.com/event/War-of-1812 [Accessed 25th Apr 2020]] 

There is also the Spanish-American War of April – August 1898, a war between the two countries that resulted in America acquiring countries in south America and over the area of the Western Pacific. This started when Cuba started to strive for its independence, something that America used to fulfil its agenda and start war with Spain, along with that was America accusing Spain of destroying the ship Maine. This war can be seen as an example of an extension of politics. Around this time America was looking for excuses to start a war with Spain, not only was this used for an excuse but the way America used this was to propagandise an image of Spain as monstrous, this was done through the printing of this information and spreading it out through the populace[footnoteRef:17]. [17:  Encyclopædia Britannica, inc. Britannica. (2020) https://www.britannica.com/event/Spanish-American-War [Accessed 25th Apr 2020]] 

The Korean Wars between north and south Korea had started long before the conflict was internationally recognised. After WW2 Korea was split into two different territories, with the north being controlled by the Russians and being largely communist and the south being controlled by the Americans and being largely democratic, this alone led to the conflict between the two sides that, to this day, is still ongoing, becoming more like a cold war between the two states. In the 1950s, when the north decided to take the south back, this resulted in America joining the south and helping them push back the north. This also coincided with the soured relations between the Russians and Americans, becoming more of an extension of politics as each side waved their flag of power. This eventually ended (not really, but there hasn’t been a war between the north and south since) with each side agreeing to create a boundary between the two, and even creating a de-militarised zone for both countries. The war ending through political discourse[footnoteRef:18]. [18:  Allan R Millett. Britannica. (2020) https://www.britannica.com/event/Korean-War [Accessed 25th Apr 2020]] 

The war in Afghanistan was another war that America had fought because of the 9/11 terrorist attack. This war was instantly instigated by the 9/11 attacks, although this was after a 20-year long war in which was instigated by the Soviets invasion of Afghanistan into the country. This was also helped by the Americans as well. After 9/11 the war was fought against the terrorist group al-Qaeda, this war was largely a failure of political discourse, the Americans had invaded the country during this time to end the conflict[footnoteRef:19]. [19:  Griff Witte. Britannica. (2020) https://www.britannica.com/event/Afghanistan-War [Accessed 25th Apr 2020]] 

Most of these wars start off because of the decline in discourse between countries politically, we see a large amount of this in history, though this can also be shown to be false. There are a few examples of that statement being wrong, with certain wars being the extension of politics, being the large extension of it, with wars like WW2 being an example of both.
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