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I have spent time developing my personal website. I started with trying to learn WordPress, which was very difficult {1}. I eventually decided to use the Squarespace software for the greater creative freedom. I spent a while learning the cleverer ways to manipulate the sections and content when added in. 
I researched on design trends and other people views on what makes a great portfolio website to fuel my own ideas. I wanted to ensure my website would be aesthetically pleasing and easy to navigate. [5]
My website has two main functions, firstly to show off my work and interests. Secondly to be a promotional tool to attract clients or employers. 
This is why I decided to make my resume an obvious button in the navigation bar. The button will do a pop out of my resume (to be completed). I decided this so that it can be easily found when first onto the site for quick access.
To aid my own creative eye I looked into colour scheming a website. [3]
I decided on a muted soft colour to let the content do the talking itself. The soft lilac and dark blue are the main two colours, with the odd addition of the complementary colour orange in a muted tone called ‘sherbet orange’. 
The lilac is used as a base colour for the site for a safe, calm, and soft feeling. Lilac also conveys a sense of femininity. I used different tones of lilac around the website to change up the background for a more eye-catching sections divide. The colour lilac purple is currently popular with lots of brands nowadays and popular with gen Z. Using colour which are popular with my generation will help to increase the appeal of my branding. [1,2]
Reading in blue is calm and has feelings of stability. Dark blue also has a sense of professionalism as it’s the most used colour for website schemes and in advertising for a sense of security. [4] 
I used the orange colour sparingly for more aspects of the website I wanted to pop out and have the viewer’s eyes move to. 
The whole combination I hope portrays a balanced elegance and calmness to leave a welcoming impression on the site’s visitors.
I decided on a striking black and white photo of me the artist as the main thing when traffic enter the website. To convey simply that this is a self-promotion website as an artist and create personal connection. Showing myself upfront for viewers lets them be trusting and explore my portfolio and work and feel safe to engage with me. 
I incorporated my own artwork into my website sections {2}, and as my footer background. I wanted to create a unique aesthetic having my own combination of patterns and shapes that suit my developing art style. I also included graphic shapes like stars to add more personality. I wanted my footer to catch attention as another easy navigation tool and leave more of an impression giving it more individuality. It enhances the experience of browsing and shows again that this is an artist page. 
I have created art assets for my father Nathaniel Fisher to accompany his poems. I liked the idea of already including a testimonial in my website which I have included on my home page to show early viewers of my site that I have services available.
I received peer feedback to help notice design elements that did not fit the rest of the vibe.
Overall, I am pleased with the website I have created. It has given me a great looking layout to improve my display of work. For my specific website there is more I could add in time, at this point I used the AI tool for some of the writing and using a place holder for a second blog post. I hope with more refining and if I continue updating it will be a valuable tool for self-promotion in my career.
{1 – the first test in WordPress}
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{2 – own art that I used in the footer of my website}
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