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Pedagogy of place

In this assignment I will be talking about an appropriate business and the sources that they consider. I will also be giving you a clear rationale as to why I have chosen this specific location and outdoor centre. I will be talking about the history of Monmouth and talked about wye valley. I will be talking about legislations in surrounding areas of Monmouth and how it can have an effect on outdoor businesses and how it has had an impact on what they can and can’t do. I will also be talking about how educating people on the outdoors is important for conservation and sustainability.

The business I have chosen is Monmouth canoe, in Monmouthshire South Wales. Monmouth is full of amazing things, especially in the wye valley, such as gorgeous rural roads, incredible water ways, stunning gardens and the ancient history is just phenomenal (Rogers, 2019). The reason why I have chosen this business is because of its location, it is on the Welsh, English border so a lot of people must come to Monmouth for a variety of reasons, mainly for the wye valley. As it is named as an area of outstanding natural beauty. The valley must need a lot of looking after from time to time because of its natural surroundings, it would need to be hugely conserved in order to keep its beauty and unique wildlife. The reason why I have specifically chosen Monmouth canoe is because personally, I want to see if Monmouth canoe has a huge impact on the wye valley, whether this is in a positive or negative way. 

In fact, they have a positive and negative impact and here’s why: Monmouth canoe does canoe and kayak hire for the public, this is an amazing way to get income, because you let the public go out onto the water on their own and let them do what they want to do, this can attract many people to the area, this can have positive and negative impact because it means you don’t have to pay for instructors to lead that group, but it also means that people are out of jobs because they are not needed. Another negative thing about letting people go out on the river is the dangers that may occur or how the people treat/leave the environment, if they treat the environment with disrespect it will make the business look bad because their logo will be all over the canoe and people with think they aren’t sticking to legislations and respecting the environment. However, if there are people going to Monmouth canoe there will more than likely be people going around the town, going into shops/restaurant/bars etc, so they will also be getting publicity and in some cases income too. Monmouth canoe also do river guided trips and courses. This is also a great way to attract people of all ages and abilities to come along and gain some experience and have a great time. Some of the best trips can be had in the low season, it’s quiet, you will probably not see another canoe, the wildlife is abundant and it’s a magical experience (wyecanoes.com, 2014). The great thing about river guided trips is that you can come back as many times as you want, which means the business are gaining a lot of income. The loss of income that the business gets is from the transport they provide for you, taking you to and from the river, they also hire the canoe and kayaks for short hire periods to multi day hire, which can be a very expensive process. A positive thing for the public is that the parking and toilets are free. Cost-effective parking can have an enormous impact on customer satisfaction, (Dorsett, 2019) so it’s good that people visiting Monmouth canoe doesn’t have to pay. The only thing this business doesn’t have is showers, but they did mention that the leisure centre across the road does, but for a small charge, this is good for that business because they are bringing in more customers. The leisure centre itself has a 25M swimming pool, sauna, steam room and Jacuzzi, a large gym, a 3 storey children’s play centre and a café (Monmouthshire, 2019). So. if people choose to take a shower they might also decide to go to the café or if the adults have children, they can let them go off and play in the children’s play centre. There are also a few bars and restaurants near Monmouth kayak and canoe centre which is also great because people would most probably want to get something to eat so that business will be getting more people, meaning they would get better income.


Their attitude to conservation is they allow overnight camping this is a great way for you to learn basic survival skills such as learning how to put up a new tent, figuring out how the cook on an outdoor stove or fire, and testing out your sleeping bags are all great first steps (Off Grid Survival - Wilderness & Urban Survival Skills, 2019). That way you can have more of an understanding of what being outdoors is like. Monmouth canoe are in partnership with wye tipi camping where they let a group of people stay on their site for a day or two, where they will provide you with tipis and also provide DIY BBQ deliveries for the evening and breakfast in the morning where everything for your group is taken care of. Where they get their meat from the local butchers and bread rolls from the local bakery (Wye Tipi Camping, 2018). This is great for sustainability because you’re not transporting food from across the world so you’re not polluting the oceans, you are also eating local farm produce, which is great for a farmers income and improvement to the local economy, lastly it is great to get meat from the butchers because you know where it has come from. Monmouth canoe also provides knowledgeable information about the wye valley and surrounding area. The wye valley includes river landscapes, range of wildlife habitats, exceptional landscapes including limestone gorge and native woodlands, cultural heritage and historical sites, legacies and settlements (Essentialtravelguide.com, 2019). It’s important that people get to know the area because they can appreciate it more and see the real beauty of nature and wildlife. Monmouth canoe doesn’t let people fish in the river because they need an EA rod license and permission from the riparian rights owner (wyecanoes.com, 2014). When schools come to visit Monmouth canoe there are plenty of opportunities to see what they have been learning about in geography and what sort of wildlife they can spot during their journey on the river wye. Teaching children about wildlife is so crucial. 
By teaching your children to be respectful of wildlife and nature, you’ll help to make the world eco-friendlier, ensuring that your children’s children will still have a beautiful world to enjoy (Mumof3boys.co.uk, 2019). Monmouth is full of heritage and culture and Monmouth canoe gives you that opportunity to explore the stunning wye valley where you can relax and take in this breath-taking area of natural beauty. Monmouth itself is full of history it has, Roman and medieval beginnings, Georgian mansions and Victorian courtyards provide the perfect backdrop for visitors. The Wye Valley is also the Birthplace of the Industrial Revolution, parts of an original forge are currently being excavated (wyecanoes.com, 2014).

Monmouth canoe has an adventure activities licensing authority (AALA) which ensures that activity providers follow good safety management practices. These should allow young people to experience exciting and stimulating activities outdoors without being exposed to avoidable risks of death or disabling injury (Hse.gov.uk, 2019). The legislation for wye valley is to improve environmental performance by minimising waste, monitoring and reducing consumption of energy, raw materials and resources, to also train and create awareness of all personnel to fulfil their environmental responsibilities. Wye valley is an area of natural beauty (AONB) meaning it is land protected by the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000. It protects the land to conserve and enhance its natural beauty. AONBs are established under the Countryside Act of 1949 (AONB), 2019). AONBs are smaller than national parks so can be effectively managed by advisory committees set up by local authorities in partnership with the communities they serve. Rather than a national park authority (VisitWales, 2019). It is so important to know how to visit an AONB without causing harm to the area while you are there. The countryside code is a good place to start, to prevent this. This is where legislation becomes an issue for Monmouth canoe because they have to stick to certain rules, there are three things you need to remember when canoeing or kayaking. Firstly, to respect other people (The Canoeing Code, 2019).
 Monmouth canoe can do this by not trespassing, find places to park that won’t take up all the space and a place where it is safe to unpack and to change in a considerable way, they must make sure they don’t damage walls and fences when lifting boats over them. They also have to be aware that other people may be carrying out other activities. Secondly, protect the natural environment (The Canoeing Code, 2019).
Monmouth canoe must check the river levels to check if there is enough water to paddle on, they need to take into consideration that many fish species lay their eggs in gravel in the shallow parts of the river between autumn and spring. This must be a big issue for any outdoor centre because they are limited to where they can go and what they can do on the river. People must take care not to damage plants and to stick to established footpaths or bare rock when exploring rapids as banks can be very sensitive to erosion or may have vulnerable species living there. Take care not to alarm birds, livestock or other animals and to also take into consideration that ground nesting and hole nesting birds may be breeding on islands banks and shingle in the spring and summer. For Monmouth canoe this must be a difficult time to run a session on the water and to be aware of their surroundings because their peak times must be around spring and summer time. So, trying to manage a large group of people and keep them away from breeding birds must be hard, or even trying to find another area that they can kayak and canoe on that is approved. Another thing you need to consider is to check- clean- dry any equipment or kit that you use because you are at risk of introducing invasive species of plants and animals to watercourses. Lastly, enjoy the outdoors and stay safe (The Canoeing Code, 2019). This is something that any outdoor centre should consider and not just for canoeing or kayaking. The first thing you should do is check weather and water conditions, the water environment can change rapidly due to rain and tide. You as an instructor are responsible for your own safety, be realistic about what you are attempting, choose appropriate venues and plan accordingly. Three things to always think about is what the weather and water conditions are like, are you equipped well and have enough experience with what you are planning on doing and do you have a plan B in case something goes wrong. Monmouth should have instructors that are qualified and competent enough to carry out sessions to keep themselves and others safe, however, things can happen and it’s important to remember them key points on a daily basis. Another thing that Monmouth canoe has to deal with is pollution in the water, this could be bacteria, viruses and toxic algae. If the water looks or smells bad, don’t enter.

The goal of sustainable development is to increase human well-being while reducing negative human impact on the environment. The best place to start is but teaching sustainability and conservation in schools or university because there are people that don’t have enough knowledge on negative impacts they have on the environment, so introducing teaching and learning can be really beneficial. The outdoors is seen as another, much larger classroom, with an abundance of natural resources and many opportunities for hands-on, 'real-life' learning (Westbourne.sutton.sch.uk, 2019). Especially in outdoor education because they will be spending a huge amount of time outdoors doing activities where they would either have to teach future generations or conserve and look after the environment at which they are in. Despite the obstacles, educators want guidance for helping their students shape a positive future (Santone, 2004). Outdoor education forces you to be outside, gain knowledge and appreciate the environment around you. People need to not only articulate what their vision for what a sustainable future looks like, but also to critically reflect on and articulate why it is important to them (Tilbury and Wortman, 2004). If you bring sustainability and conservation tasks into outdoor education, you can go outside and get involved with making the environment a better place. You can encourage participants to undertake small conservation tasks, such as planting trees, protecting bluebells and making bird boxes (Forestschoolwales.org.uk, 2019). Doing these activities not only gives back to the environment but also makes people aware of the positive impacts they give in order to protect the environment and keep wildlife and marine life alive. Children who grow up understanding and practicing sustainability within their family units and locally in a community can have a powerful impact on everyone’s future, proactive children who take sustainability seriously can teach others about reducing consumption, recycling and reusing items to preserve the Earth’s resources and to stop harming the Earth (Howtoadult.com, 2017). There are a lot of reasons why children need to fit conservation and sustainability in their daily lives because, in today’s fast paced and materialistic society there is little time for children to have loose, unstructured dreamtime – to experience nature in a meaningful and therefore internalised way (Lloyd and Gray, 2014). There are three main things that impact the environment when people are outside. Firstly, visual impact (Zakaria, 2008), this could from people setting up tents in an area that has stunning views, people would want to see a group of tents beside a beautiful lake, it just ruins the beauty of the area. Secondly, audible impact (Zakaria, 2008), the amount of noise humans make is just not heard in a normal day to day life of the wilderness, humans clang pots and pans, talk loudly and rustle tents trying to put them up, people stay up late and make loud noises and play the guitar, it scares off wildlife and effects other people who are trying to sleep and lastly, physical impact (Zakaria, 2008), this is a result of people damaging the wilderness, anything that people leave behind is damaging especially fires, they are the biggest culprits of physical impact.
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(benefits of outdoor learning and impacts, 2019)


Overall, I feel as though legislation is good even though there are a lot of restrictions in place, because it physically stops people from doing things illegally, it also makes people aware of what they can and cant do, it helps conserve and protect the environment, it is there to protecting the health, safety and rights of employees. I feel as though Monmouth canoe as a business has tried hard to conserve and respect the area at which they work in but I also believe that they can do other things to help the environment such as walking to the river instead of driving, or recycle or reuse old or damaged kit. On the other hand, I understand that there are boundaries and rules that are in place that restrict what businesses can and can’t do and I understand that conservation and sustainability is a long and expensive process which can be difficult for many people. But on the plus side it is good to learn and research Monmouth canoe and I have learnt many things about the business itself and the surrounding area of Monmouth. I feel it is crucial for people to have knowledge of the environment because people don’t realise how bad our world actually is and having outdoor education allows people to have that opportunity to take part and make a difference.

Word count: 2,729
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