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APOSTROPHE

Oh Rollo, mighty duke and most superior leader,
Through Christ’s gift this town will flourish under your leadership,
It will be built at a future time, once the realm has been calmed by peace,
Once the Franks have been devoured by war, and the populace broken.
Behold the mount of the church where you kept seeing yourself rejoice,
Behold here the font of the bath where you were cleansed of leprosy.
This fatherland is to be built by your followers, themselves renewed in the font.
To the peoples in that town you will give laws and alliances
And rights likewise, with the fear of strict penalty.
Marvellously, then, in the coming time of your descendants
Fierce ages will grow tame, wars having been banished, 
And ungodly fury, sitting on its arms, will challenge no one
With its cry, the strength of ungodliness having been undone.
Rather, let the fierce wolf graze at the same time in the sheep's field. 

The above passage was written by Dudo of St Quentin, a Norman historian born in 965. Dudo was an incredibly influential figure among Norman narrators. Dudo is usually considered one of the first Norman historiographers to pen a full-length historical account of medieval Normandy and its rulers.[footnoteRef:1] This makes the document an incredibly important source for the investigation of Norman literary and cultural history. Richard I, Count of Rouen commissioned a dynastic history to be completed. Richard wished for a document to be created that would celebrate the exploits of his father William Longsword and his grandfather Rollo. Around the first millennium the Normans became the first people in Western Europe to produce a serial biography of their secular rulers.[footnoteRef:2] Fifty years later, Dudo’s chronicle was extended and updated by a Norman monk William of Jumieges. Dudo and his later counter-part shaped their narrative framework of the Normans by demonstrating their metamorphosis from pagan Viking conquerors to Christian conquerors.[footnoteRef:3]  [1:  M. Hagger, Norman Rule in Normandy, 911-1144 (Woodbridge: Boydell & Brewer, 2017).]  [2:  C. Potts, A Companion to the Anglo-Norman World, ed Christopher Harper-Bill, Elisabeth Van Houts (Woodbridge: The Boydell Press, 2002), pp 19-25
R. A. Brown, The Normans (Woodbridge: Boydell & Brewer, 1994).]  [3:  C. Potts, A Companion to the Anglo-Norman World. 2002 ] 


Dudo made an incredible impression on Richard I, Duke of Normandy and within the Norman courts. During his second stay in Normandy, Dudo wrote his histories on the Norman people, a task which Richard urged him to undertake.[footnoteRef:4] Early historians have often criticised Dudo’s history for being far-fetched and unrealistic but more recent historians have praised the Historia for its use in illuminating events and opinions that occurred during the time, and how the Normans thought of themselves and what they wanted later people to think about them.[footnoteRef:5]  [4:  R. A. Brown, The Normans (Woodbridge: Boydell & Brewer, 1994).]  [5:  C. Potts, A Companion to the Anglo-Norman World. 2002 ] 


The chronicles show that his writings were more likely to reflect the situation that was appropriate when he completed his work, rather than to provide an accurate account of the rise and fall of tenth century Normandy.[footnoteRef:6] The passage states how ‘the city will flourish under his rule’. By the time Dudo had arrived in Normandy in 987, Richard I, grandson of Rollo had a loose hold on Bessin, Cotentin and Avranchin. Near the completion of Dudo’s work, Richard II had gained hegemony over Brittany by acting as the guardian of his nephew, Count Alan and his brother Odo and he had given refuge to King Ethelred II.[footnoteRef:7] In Dudo’s chronicles contradicted these events by remarking upon the assistance that Rollo had given to King Ethelstan when faced with civil war, and by asserting that Cotentin and Avranchin had been granted to Rollo, with the rest of Normandy in 911. Dudo must have been aware of the scale of Richard I’ effort to build his duchy but he chose to conceal most of it because only then would he be able to write a grand narrative of Norman rule both over Normandy and Brittany. [footnoteRef:8] [6:  M. Hagger, Norman Rule in Normandy, 911-1144 ]  [7:  M. Hagger, Norman Rule in Normandy, 911-1144]  [8:  E. Houts, The Normans in Europe (Manchester: Manchester University Press, 2001).] 

The passage denotes how under Norman rule places will flourish, and how Rollo’s descendants will build the city up to what historians know of today. Dudo wrote of Rollo as being the ultimate ‘Norman Ruler.’ Under Rollo the town he captures and takes for his own will be prosperous through God’s gift, with Christianity now being the core religion for the people of Rouen and Normandy, instead of their previous pagan beliefs. Dudo tells us that Rollo seized Rouen in 876, he is supported by the contemporary chronicler Flodoard, who recorded that Robert of the Breton March waged a campaign against the Vikings, and had nearly levelled Rouen, he eventually conceded ‘certain coastal provinces’ to them.[footnoteRef:9]  Under Rollo there was continuity in the ruling of Rouen after it was gifted to him by Charles the Simple. Norman historian Pierre Bauduin suggested that the Vikings of the Seine had established an agreement with the Archbishop and the city’s population by the 890’s.[footnoteRef:10] This assumed relationship between the Vikings and Archbishop, and the apparent stability of Rouen stands against the assertion that Flodoard made, that when Rollo was granted the city, Rouen and its district had been ‘nearly destroyed’. In the context he was writing he could have meant that the religious life of the area was in ruins, rather than the buildings and infrastructure falling apart.  [9:  M. Hagger, Norman Rule in Normandy, 911-1144]  [10:  M. Hagger, Norman Rule in Normandy, 911-1144 ] 

When Rollo was granted Rouen and the sea village that stood around by King Charles he was obliged in return to accept Christianity as his faith, be baptised and turn away from paganism and to swear fidelity to the King. Dudo also noted that as part of the settlement he was also to marry King Charles’ daughter Gisla.[footnoteRef:11] This was the first of several marriages made by Rollo’s dynasty with members of the Frankish aristocracy, they were designed to increase the dukes’ prestige, legitimacy and connections. Rollo made Rouen his capital and transformed it into one of the largest markets in Northern Europe.[footnoteRef:12] Whilst certainly many people thought the new Viking settlers would create havoc in their towns, Rollo gave the assurance of security to all of those who wished to dwell in his province. The land he had divided amongst his followers had been long time unused, he improved it with the construction of new buildings and gave his people certain rights and laws, confirmed and published by the will of the city’s leading men, and he compelled his people to live peacefully together.[footnoteRef:13] [11:  C. Potts, A Companion to the Anglo-Norman World. 2002 ]  [12:  R. A. Fletcher, The Barbarian Conversion: From Paganism to Christianity (Los Angeles: University of California Press, 1999).]  [13:  R. A. Fletcher, The Barbarian Conversion: From Paganism to Christianity. 1999] 

The underlying message within the Historia Normannorum is that the ancestors of Richard II were incredibly pious Christian leaders who built Normandy and its duchy to the grand dynasty that would eventually be one of the most recognisable in Europe and within history. Richard II wished for Dudo to write of the legitimisation of the Norman settlements. Little by little Rollo established his hold over the longer established Franks and a common language, customs and laws began to emerge.[footnoteRef:14] Rollo’s principality not only endured but it prospered, by exploiting the gradual destabilisation of the French monarchy in the tenth century, and the hostilities between the surrounding provinces, Rollo’s descendants managed to expand their lands into a duchy of Normandy which stretched from Mont-Saint-Michel to the valley of the Somme.[footnoteRef:15] By the middle of the eleventh century Normandy was one of the most formidable principalities in France.[footnoteRef:16] [14:  K. L. Jolly, Tradition & Diversity: Christianity in a World Context to 1500 1997]  [15:  C. Potts, A Companion to the Anglo-Norman World. 2002 ]  [16:  M. Hagger, Norman Rule in Normandy, 911-1144
     C. Potts, A Companion to the Anglo-Norman World. 2002] 
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