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(FE) BBRMFA D ARE
The Translation of the Selections from The Classic of Filial Piety
and Oral Presentation

BRI, RE:

FIaRfetb. dEF BRBMBIEE. T 4E KR, REZH BE LT3 HRM6 RS
3o, BAEFRBEMS TERLENEY (Fi) ke, 4LARTH,

Dear professor Chou and Ms Chen:

Ametofo. I am very grateful to professor Chou, Master Cheng De, Ms Chen and all of the
teachers from the Academy of Sinology, you cultivate us with all your heart. I am so thankful
that you have provided us with this precious opportunity to study The Classic of Filial Piety
(Xiaojing), which is so beneficial to me.

ZAZRGOAREARMBIEY: (FL) HEWZREILHFRTHEEOHF,
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There will be tow parts in my oral presentation, the English translation of the selected book of

The Classic of Filial Piety (Xiaojing) and my understanding of this text.

Bk, FRFLESR (FE) BROIF:

Firstly, let me start with my translation of the text:
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Chapter 10 : Ji Xiao Xing

(The Teaching about the Behavior of Filial Piety)

Confucius taught, ¢ How filial children serve their parents is that, in everyday life, they should
keep the most reverent heart towards their parents; when they take care of their parents’ daily life,
they should maintain the most pleasant mood to please their parents; when their parents get ill,
they look after them anxiously; when their parents pass away, they hold a funeral for them with
great sadness and when they offer sacrifices to their parents, they hold the most solemn attitude.
When these five aspects are done well, they can be said to be able to serve their parents. One
who want to serve his parents should not be arrogant in the position of a superior, should not to
disturb the social order in the subordinate positions and should not contend with others when he
is among the general public. If one with a position of superior is arrogant, he will ruin himself; if
one with a subordinate position disturb the social order, he will be subject to criminal law; if one
among the general public contend with others, he will be hurt. Therefore, If one do not break

away from three things—arrogance, creating disorder and strife, even he feeds his parents with

pork. mutton and beef every day, he will be still unfilial. ’
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Chapter 12 : Guang Yao Dao

(Detailed Teaching of the Key Virtue )

Confucius taught, © To teach people to be close and benevolent, There is no better way for an

emperor than to love his parents. To teach people comity and to be obedient, there is no better
way for an emperor than to respect his elder siblings. To change unhealthy social atmosphere and
improve social customs, there is no better way for a emperor than to promote the education of
music. To reassure himself in high position and make people be well governed, there is no better
way than to promote the education of rites. The meaning of rites is just "reverence". Hence,
respecting one’s father will make his child delighted; respecting one’s elder brother will make
his younger brother delighted; respecting one’s emperor will make his subjects delighted. Just
respecting one person can make many thousands of people happy. The objects you respect are
few while the people you delight are many, which is what I call the key virtue.”
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Chapter15 : Jian Zheng

(Remonstrance)

Zengzi said, ‘I have already heard your teaching such as loving and respecting our parents,
reassuring them and to honor them by our good reputation for generations. May I venture to ask
if a child who obeys his father’s any order can be considered filial?’

Confucius taught, * Why do you say that? Why do you say that? In the past, the Son of Heaven
had seven ministers to remonstrate with him, even if he was unprincipled, he would not lose his
empire. A princes had five ministers to remonstrate with him, even if he was unprincipled, he
would not lose his country. A senior official had three subordinates to remonstrate with him,
even if he was unprincipled, he would not lose his family; a scholar who had a friend to
remonstrate with him would not lose his good reputation; a father who had a child to remonstrate
with him would not fall into unrighteousness. Therefore, when a father do something unethical,
his son must not fail to remonstrate with him; when an emperor do something unethical, his
minister must not fail to remonstrate with him; Hence, as long as they do something unethical,
they must be dissuaded. How can a person be regarded as a filial child if he obeys his parents'

every order?’
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Next, I will report my understanding about the three chapters. Confucius taught that even we
support our parents with wonderful food, we still cannot be considered filial if we make them
worry. That means a filial person should not only pay attention to his parents’ physical condition,

but also give attention to what they think and their inner feelings.
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A few weeks ago, Xin An shared professor Chou’ s teaching to us. Professor Chou said that a
filial child should reassure his parents, letting them be free from worry. I think this teaching is a
key point for us to fulfill our filial duty and a story about Master Ding Hong showed me this key
point clearly. When Master Ding Hong was a student learning in America, he did not cut his hair
until he went back China, because it was too expensive to have a haircut in America. When he
went home during a holiday, the long journey that made him tired, coupled with his long hair,
made him look like a poor tramp, whereas, his mother cut her hair to make herself look well for
welcoming him, which also could make him studied abroad without worry. Compared with his
mother, he felt ashamed, since he only paid attention to saving money but neglected that without

a good mental outlook, he would make his mother worried, which was contrary to filial piety.

EAKFRE LN G, PRA— RO FARED R —EIZT AT R, B R#
KDF, REBELEES, SATRET, Bie—BARH 4o bt o B0 L7 XE, RER
FREAEMFRAT, BEMZE L, BATREMGEREZOEN, TRGE, LA
TR K, ERBERIBEL, HFR, FEAAMFLELTRTOKRE,

This story make me have understood that even a small thing like haircut can reflect whether a
child is filial or not, as long as we make our parents worried, no matter because of a big thing or
small one, we are unfilial. If one take cake of his parents in such considerate way, it is
impossible for him to do what is against morality in any condition and any social position,
otherwise he will bring himself disasters and their parents will also suffer from this. In other
words, filial piety is a protection against suffering for us as well as our parents.
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In addition, Confucius said, when our parents do something wrong, we should urge them to
change, which can protect them from sufferings brought by their mistakes. Remonstrating with
our parents is one of our responsibilities. It is also a big subject we should learn and I consider it
is not simple. In order to fulfill this duty better, firstly, there should be a sense of trust between
parents and us, as Confucius taught that without trust, what we say will be regarded as slander,
we will fail to urge our parents if our parents do not trust us. Undoubtedly, a filial and

considerate child is easier to gain the trust from his parents then those who are unfilial.
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Secondly, establishing right values is critical. If one is unable to distinguish between right and
wrong, how can he keep his parents from doing wrong. For example, some children urged their
parents to get a divorce, because their parents quarreled with each other and they hated the bad
atmosphere in their families. Some children who divided their parents were just for getting out of
parental discipline. However, most of these parents and children are unhappy and suffer from
their broken family.
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On the contrary, some of my classmates have faced the same family situation, but with the
teaching of traditional Chinese culture, they have established the right values and tried their best
to urge their parents. Little by little, their parents become harmonious and their family have
become happier and happier. These tow examples indicate how significant for a child to build the

correct values, which can help them to dissuade their parents better.
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In addition to a sense of trust and right values, there are also other aspects such as attitudes,
methods, time and so forth, all of which might influence the effect of urging parents. That is why
I consider it is a big subject. But I believe a child will gradually become mature if he can
successfully dissuade his parents from making mistakes.

TR, FFTARERERZETDEIET RTREOER, KT AERHF ZE44R0E
7], e ksk. HF5&5. THAFE,

Obviously, filial children have played indispensable roles in promoting their family harmony.
We can see many cases, such as Da Shun, Minzi Qian , Wang Xiang and so on.
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There is an old saying in China, * The loyal subjects can be found in the families where the filial
children live’. Because the good qualities is the same for a filial child and a loyal man. Both
them make their effort to fulfill their responsibilities. In Chinese history, a lot of subjects tried
their best to dissuade their emperors or princes from doing something improper, and then
protected their people and countries from disasters and dangers. They made great contributions
to social harmony as filial children create harmonious atmosphere for their family. In other
words, a filial child with good characters will greatly benefit the society. So, Confucius’ teaching
about filial piety has a great significance.
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For our family, one of our duty is to reassure our parents. If for our country, what can we do to
reassure our ancestors? As our venerable Master said that nowadays, the greatest good deeds in
the world was to save traditional Chinese culture, which I consider is one of the most important

things we should do to reassure our ancestors as well as our parents.
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Therefore, our venerable Master, professor Chou and all teachers inheriting Chinese culture are
fulfilling their filial duty to reassure our ancestors. All of you set great examples to us. I have
moved by you all deeply.
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Finally, I want to express my gratitude once more. The learning of The Classic of Filial Piety
have reminded me of my parents who love me deeply and support me to study traditional
Chinese culture, reminded me of my teachers who guide me with the wisdom of ancient sages
and also reminded me of our Pre-MA courses, on which you have made great effort. I consider
only when I follow the good examples such as you all and to set good example to next
generations can our splendid culture can be passed down from generation to generation, and then
I can return all the favor and love from my parents, teachers, and all of you. and what the most
important thing for me now is to practice the teaching of the Classic of Filial Piety.

BB . AR Rz TR,
Thank you very much! Ametofo.
F 4 I AL E

Respectfully yours
Kaiyue Zheng
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