HISTORY AND THEORY 2 - ASSIGNMENT 2 
What are the Societal views on good and bad architecture in Manchester? 
In what way would the citizens of Manchester want to improve the city’s architecture?
Media? UK? Manchester? RIBA award buildings?

Introduction 
For this essay, I will be discussing societal views of architecture in Manchester, specifically the arguments between form and function, fitting in with the surrounding or not and how long-lasting the building is. Manchester is a constant growing city, and I believe it’s important to know what the citizens of Manchester want to develop and improve. Architects have the architectural and statistical view, but unless they’ve lived and experienced the city; they don’t always spend their energy and money of the correct areas. 

Methodology 
For this topic, I will be researching in to well known, controversial or outstanding buildings in Manchester, from online sources, like articles and documentaries; this source should have the most recent information on the construction and use of the buildings. To collect society’s opinions and views, I will be emailing out, in-depth questionnaires to people who live/d or visited Manchester, asking them about why they visited, what they believe is important in the city, and what should be improved. For this method, I will also be asking whether they have an architectural background, so I am able to separate the data later if needs be. Doing my research like this, I will be collecting views from a wide variety of people; different ages, different backgrounds and different purposes for being in the city.  

Aims and Objectives 
Researching into societal views on the architecture in Manchester will show whether architecture is based solely on design or that the surroundings, use and needs for the city are put into perspective. I predict that there will be some buildings that were built for the community and have benefited the citizens, whether it’s with new shops and community spaces, improvement on existing buildings and roads, reducing the crime rate or simply giving people jobs. However, I predict there will be a lot of buildings that were just dropped into the city without any thought or consideration on its surroundings, and the city has had to deal with that issue. 


Literature Review 
Preferred Proposals 
· Circle Square - Developed by Bruntwood & Vita
· Kampus- Capital & Centric & Henry Boot’s
· Great Northern Warehouse
Not preferred Proposals  
· Urbis – Ian Simpson 
· The Piccadilly Gardens Pavilion- Tadao Ando
· Bronze Towers - £200m blueprint to build luxury apartments, hotels, offices and restaurants A plan by former footballers Ryan Giggs and Gary Neville
To start off my research, I studied articles and online debates about architecture in Manchester, this took me to websites that showed the most recent proposed developments for the city. There were a range of different concepts from 36 storey luxury hotels in Deansgate to renovating the old fire stations. After I quick read through the responses and articles, I started to notice that the commenters preferred the concepts that were renovating old building and the expansion on green space, where as on most of the large skyscrapers, they believed that it would ruin the feel of the city.  
Chris Oglesby, chief executive at Bruntwood added: ‘Its potential cannot be underestimated. We have the best transport links in the country and will be sitting among world leading centres of knowledge, science, technology, business, art, music and dance – we believe Circle Square will bring together the kind of people that will achieve extraordinary things in the future.’ – The architect’s Journal talking about the improvement their concept will bring to the city and its university. 
“Plans for controversial apart-hotel set to go ahead - despite fears it will dwarf nearby buildings” – Article headline talking about the proposed 13 storey hotel, Manchester Evening News. 
Limitations 
I believe my main limitation will be the time frame and the word count, as Manchester is a constant growing city; with all new concepts and buildings building designed. Trying to include all the buildings will be an impossible task, so I will only be able to research into a couple of the most important ones. As well as this, I won’t be able to collect every citizen’s view on the matter, so the direction of research relies on who I ask. 

Ethical Considerations 
I will need to acknowledge the ethical problems with the questionnaire and asking the public, as if I quote their names (or information about them) in will need permission for everyone; if they don’t want to be quoted, I won’t be able to use that research. To avoid this, I could collect anonymous information, and as long as I’m honest and true about my results, I will be able to use this method. 

Timeframe 
During the timeframe for the dissertation, the work will be checked by a set supervisor will be checked weekly; I will be edited and improving my work each week. 

Conclusion (of sorts)  
I have chosen to investigate Societal views on good and bad architecture in Manchester, since I believe that at this time the city isn’t being developed in the most needed way. By sending out questionnaires and through my own research, it will highlight the areas and buildings that the citizens want to improve on. After identifying the limitations in this area, I have narrowed down my question and had a small focus, so I am able to research into the area more thoroughly. 
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