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figure 1 in this figure we see a landscape that has been scarred by the efforts of those who came befoe in trying extract metal and ore form this wesh natural landscape
overview

Strat Florida has a large reservoir of history worked into the very earth it resides on top of. From the history of the mansion that resides there Mynachlog fawr(bbc 2012),  to the history of the Abbey itself and its ties to the Cistercian world(Beer 1889). Although none exemplify this more than the abbey mines that reside just a small walk away from the Cistercian abbey and has clear evidence of a large scale excavation project with the intent of actually using the vast amounts of ore that has been found within the glacier eroded valley(Austin, Bezant, and Barker 2022).


The abbey has a large amount of grass and other fern covering a majority of the area, however there is a series of patches of land where the grass has eroded away due to the presence of humans and or flocks of sheep. These patches of land form path ways that encircle the area as a ways of making your way around the mines itself. Conversely these pathways are also the way the rain flows so there are many small stones that have been displaced onto the pathways along with tire tracks from farmers tires machinery. The sheep that graze the area keep the grass from growing too large and ,in fact, helps keep the grass from erasing too much evidence of the mines presence from strata Florida and the grass is kept from over growing. Except for when the sheep will move further up the mountain depending on the seasons and weather. There is evidence of mining structure that litter the area that range from more obvious ruins of storehouses for the equipment or objects found within the mine there is also large mounds of earth that were used as slag piles during the times when the mine was active. These mounds have since become a geological feature of the area but impacts the land in a miniscule way. There is also evidence of leets used to strip the top layer of the mines using water run off in an efficient technique of minning and being rid of the top layer of grass. As a result of this there is a a fairly smooth sl down to the base of the mine that has only been affected by the slag piles and newer paths that were put into place within the intervening years.(Blanchard, n.d.)

Issues and contentions
Material culture is in reference to the totality of physical objects and belongings of a member of groups of people(Grassby 2005) this is often in reference to small objects or even things the size of cars but there is a use in looking at landmarks like material culture due to the inherent link objects have to the place they are made in. for example the name of an object is influenced by the language it came from, as well as the area it is from. This does make locations linked to material culture and therefore apart of material culture. Another potential issue is less an issue with the mine itself and more to do with the inherent warping of the landscape that mining is known to do as much like archaeological digs, it is inherently destructive in its endeavours(Faniel et al. 2013).as mentioned the past actions of the miners may have disturbed some older mining ruins in effort to extract the zinc from the ground in order to put it to use. This evidence is strengthened by the fact that there is a fair amount of iron age hillforts in the surrounding area as well as some potential prehistoric burial mounds in the forest just south of the mines(cole 2019)
Due to the fact that there is a farm that is currently in use and that the Strata Florida Archaeological trust is in place there is little worry that the mines will be forgotten to time or be built over but it is always possible that this landscape will be covered up at some point in the future and change the shape of the landscape once again and then the evidence of the mine will be lost. This is why websites like coflein or even something as simple as the google maps archives relive this contention in an admittedly minimal way but it still helps a great deal.(‘Florida Lead & Zinc Mine;Abbey Consols Mine, Nr. Strata Florida Abbey;Bronberllan | Coflein’, n.d.)

Analysis 

The mines were active on and off from circa 1845-1905 (‘Florida Lead & Zinc Mine;Abbey Consols Mine, Nr. Strata Florida Abbey;Bronberllan | Coflein’, n.d.).They mines are a medium sized area that can be seen from the strata Florida museums. The light grass defined where the mounds of slag that was piled up as a result for the mines however some of these heaps have collapsed in so there is a fair amount of collapsed earth but not unstable enough to cause a major collapse so there the land is more than safe enough to walk through without fear of anything dangerous happening. There is also a group of ruins on the land that were from the Cistercian mines that were used as a storage unit for tools and spoils of the mines that were awaiting transport or usage. Finally there is a path that is perfectly level ground that is used as a boundary and foot path but it is thought to be used as a leet in order to wash away the top layer of soil(Blanchard, n.d.). as an effect of the top layer being eroded due to flash flooding and can be seen on the line of where the leet tips has worn down significantly. This erosion has made the area smooth with grass over its planes and has pronounced the sections of the hills the area is also littered with broken up quartz which is usually found at the very bottom of the slag peaks in places it would pool from the flooding. The grazing of the sheep also have an affect on the area as the grass is shorn down and there are no trees on the entire are aside from areas that are sections off with fences in the natural shrub boundaries used by livestock farmers within Wales and other parts of Britain.
As mentioned above there were large slag heaps at the site of the mines. Slag heaps refer to the stone and dirt as well as useless minerals that are found during the process of mining(‘Weathering Of Metallurgical Slag Heaps: Multi-Experimental Approach Of The Chemical Behaviours Of Lead And Zinc’, n.d.). these slag piles are materials that are not In use such as quartz which is actually helps indicate where lead and zinc can be found. But also these slag piles over time become archaeological features that permeate the land and then become geological features of the landscape overtime. This is so prevalent today that the sheep that are found to graze this area. As they do for the entirety of strata Florida (with some exceptions).
The stones that are found at strata Florida are important as it can tell us much about what the mine was trying to obtain. The minerals that were being searched for was both lead and zinc, both of which often appear near deposits of quartz which is a stone that can be found all around the slag piles and the mining site in general. Either as small flakes or large stones. There is also a large amount of shale made from slate and is a result of freeze thaw weathering(Deprez et al. 2020) these deposits of shale ae where there is a steep exposed slope on the slag piles as they are they are more likely to fall into those areas.
The leet that encircles the top of the hill is the main reason mining there was so efficient due to the fact that the top layer of soil would be mass washed away in a man made flash flood such as this. There is further evidence for these leets as there are relatively large slopes are seen along the area where the supposed leets lie. It shows evidence an erosion that took place extremely fast to the point that there are tree roots being shown.
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figure 2picture of the supposed leet/2025/caleb rees



conclusion.
The landscape itself is a now a rural areas with a small town next to it. This place of heritage which has been given over to sheep in order for them to graze, feed and raise their young, leaves much to be desired for the preservation of the mines. However the mines are in ruins but are not actively being trampled on in the pursuit or raising sheep. The sheep and farm hands are simple just working around the ruined buildings but are not actively maintaining them. The simplest answer to why this is happening is the lack of resources that the Strata Florida trust has in there bank accounts so it is prioritising what they can preserve and simply documenting the rest. Coflein, thankfully, has preserved satellite images in Strat Florida as well as other aerial images of the place.
The abbey mines are a look into a modern history of the area of strata Florida and provides a vast amount of useful information, as well as keeping the place serving a use which stopped the area from falling to decline. Now, Strata Florida serves as an attractive landscape archaeologists, historians ,and tourists will go to for various reasons whether they are for pleasure or academia the landscape can be used for anyone. as mentioned before there are uses for looking at this area as material culture. One of the main reasons is due to the inherent link that a mine has with material culture as it is where raw materials such as zinc and lead start their journey to become items that are apart of that culture. But that is not to say that the raw materials don’t have material culture in itself. The materials that were produced by this mine whether they are directly produced from the earth or just of a living organism that grazes its grass is inherently linked to material culture and deserves to be looked at as such.
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