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[bookmark: _Toc192275730]Executive Summary 
This report is based on a selected transport sector in the hospitality industry, which is air travel. The movement by air is important for delivering tourists to hospitality services since they can access hotels and resorts or any other travel destination quickly and effectively. However, for that, it possesses environmental consequences, which include the emission of greenhouse gases, the effect on the air, and the production of noise, which actually leads to climate change and its effects within the given regional localities, especially near airports. The following are the measures that can be taken to address the above-stated environmental effects. These include the installation of electric vehicles (EVs) and hybrid buses for airport transfers and guest shuttles with less emission as a strategy that will be implemented. There are other ways of offsetting the emission, which include FORE, investing in renewable energy projects and planting trees. Moreover, policy advocacy and industry matters can go a long way in developing guidelines and advocating for good practices in the aviation and hospitality industries. Finally, the result highlights the effectiveness of such sustainable measures and recommendations for hospitality to embrace more green transport. Through these measures, the industry is able to help decrease the negative impact on the environment, be environmentally responsible and may well appeal to the growing population of environment-conscious travellers. The government should focus on research on the practicality of adopting electric cars and the best ways of achieving carbon neutrality.
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[bookmark: _Toc192275732]What is Hospitality Transport? 
Hospitality transport relates to all forms of transport that are used in the transport of guests, customers and travellers in the hospitality industries. It refers to transport that is involved in the movement of people into and out of the hotels, resorts, restaurants and any other related tourism facilities (Ahmed et al., 2021). These services facilitate the customers to have a smooth and comfortable transport experience thus enhancing the guest experience (Youssef and Zeqiri, 2022). In the hospitality industry, transport can be buses, shuttles, own cars, taxis, trains and even cruise ships. Transportation is also a significant aspect of the hospitality industry since it is an essential determinant factor that can influence customer experience and access to hospitality products (Xu et al., 2022). 
[bookmark: _Toc192275733]Selected Mode of Transport 
This report focuses on and compares the mode of transport, which is, in this case, air transport, with special emphasis on commercial airlines. Air travel has been chosen since aviation plays a significant role in directly associating International and domestic tourists with hospitality services, particularly in global tourist markets (Achmad and Yulianah, 2022). Its application is evident among the hospitality businesses such as hotels, resorts, or cruise ships that depend on the airlines to deliver visitors from different parts of the world.
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Figure 1 Global air travel customers (Statista, 2023)
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[bookmark: _Toc192275735]Selected Mode of Transport: Description
Air transport can be described as the movement of persons by air using commercial aeroplanes that bear passengers from city, country to country or from one continent to another (Xiang et al., 2021). Express is one of the fastest means of transport and is thus suitable for both intercontinental and intercity transport. Air transport is essential for the hospitality industry because it can transport tourists and business travellers within a short time between their places of origin and the place of business, leisure or vacation (Abdi, Li and Càmara-Turull, 2022). Souks: Airports are most times associated closely with the accommodation service since most hotels offer airport transportation services to their clients. This kind of transport is used for both business and recreational purposes and connects source tourism markets with accommodation facilities. In tour and Flight services, the airlines and travel agencies usually work hand in hand with the aim of providing flight services, flight bookings, transfers and accommodation (Sloan, Legrand and Chen, 2022). People enjoy using air transport since it is fast, easily accessible and convenient as more airline companies open up more routes to various parts of the world, consequently making travelling internationally cheaper. In the context of the hospitality industry it is imperative to underline the significance of air travel aimed at capturing the inbound international tourists who would otherwise consider how to get to their chosen destination of vacation.
[bookmark: _Toc192275736]Environmental Damage from the Chosen Transport Mode
Overview of Environmental Impacts
Air travel, as it is known, is an integral part of both new-generation tourism and the hospitality industry, but it negatively impacts the environment. The important environmental consequences of air travel comprise those that are negative and have to do with the emission of greenhouse gases, air, and noise (Sim and Kim, 2024). Aeroplanes release stupendous volumes of carbon dioxide (CO2), nitrous oxides (NOx) and particulate matter into the atmosphere, and the cumulative effects increase the magnitude of global warming and ailing air. IATA report indicates that aviation is responsible for about 2-3% contribution of CO2 emissions at the global level from jet engine burning of fossil fuels during the aircraft's flying. Moreover, the aeroplane emissions in the high atmosphere affect climate change in a worse way than the emissions on the ground because they are very dangerous to the ozone layer.
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Figure 2 Overview of Environmental Impacts (Sharma, 2023)
Despite its positive impacts, air travel is another contributor to climate change as well as ecosystem interferences, habitat degradations and wastes (Sharma, 2023). Airports usually involve significant land acquisitions, which adversely affect the habitats and passageways of certain species. In addition, the aesthetics alter the aircraft's aerodynamics, increase fuel consumption and thus emissions and also the aviation industry gives rise to large amounts of micro-plastic items like packaging, food trays and other disposable items.
Wider Impact on Communities
Population living in areas close to aircraft and populated flight tracks are bound to be subjected to noise pollution; hence, it affects their health and well-being and elicits effects such as stress, impaired hearing and sleeplessness. For instance, airports such as London Heathrow have been a source of noise pollution to millions of people within busy urban centres (Prakash et al., 2022). Also, aeroplanes are significant sources of SO2 emissions, causing pollution in the environment and people's respiratory health, most especially when PLA aeroplanes are taking off or landing close to human residences.
The fact that the aviation industry contributes to environmental degradation is a part of the global environmental challenges that the hospitality industry comes with. In the current world that is enhancing the use of transportation they need to develop the following ways and means to counter the effects of transport. Today's hospitality establishments are in a constant race with time. They are compelled to adopt environmentally friendly measures and reduce their carbon footprint, which mainly involves encouraging their visitors to use eco-friendly transport means (Nelson et al., 2021). Due to the negative impacts related to climate change that the aviation industry has made, it has been clarified that sustainable management should be a general aim of hospitality companies.
[bookmark: _Toc192275737]Potential Solutions and Industry Examples
Solution 1: Sustainable Transportation Options
The issue of how to address the adverse impacts of air transport in the hospitality industry is well captured by the following strategies: Some of these are electric cars, hybrid-diesel buses and green transport solutions that reduce emissions when going to and from the hospitality facilities. There has been observed a rise of electric cars, especially in taxi and shuttle services that are frequently hired in the hospitality segment in urban areas. For instance, hotel firms in large metropolitan areas employ firms that offer electric cars for hire to transport clients from the airports to their premises (MacGregor Pelikanova, Cvik and MacGregor, 2021). The La La Land facility employs the provision of EV airport transfers in a bid to make it environmentally friendly to travellers with similar practices. Other realised green initiatives include the use of an electric shuttle to transport passengers between the terminal and car park at the UK`s Heathrow Airport. Hybrid buses are another good example of a vehicle that hospitality providers are increasingly adopting as the most suitable. These buses are very efficient in ensuring that they alleviate the issue of emissions while at the same time ensuring that the issue of mass transport for a number of guests is well catered for.
Solution 2: Carbon Offsetting and Reduced Emissions
One of the ways of reducing the environmental impact of air travel is via carbon offset programmes. Carbon offsetting is a process whereby an organisation takes the initiative of reducing or capturing an equivalent carbon dioxide in other places as a way of balancing with the carbon emissions that the organisation produces (Leal Filho et al., 2022). Some of the strategies that many hospitality firms have taken include carbon offsetting as part of the sustainability measures. For instance, Fairmont Hotels & Resorts has implemented a carbon offset programme that supports the purchase of wind or solar energy projects so as to eliminate emissions resulting from the operations of the company. In the same manner, Airbnb prompts the hosts to join the carbon offset schemes, meaning these interventions provide Tourism with an excellent opportunity to participate in climate change solutions (Kim and Hyun, 2021). This endeavour allows hospitality businesses to show their concern towards the environment and, at the same time, significantly lower the ecological effect of transportation.
Solution 3: Policy Advocacy and Industry Collaboration
Government policies and industry cooperations are also very key in influencing the emission of transport related emissions. Green certification can be supported with awareness programmes, and sustainable transport may come as incentives for the hospitality industry to adopt environmentally friendly measures (Khatter et al., 2021).  The GSTC seeks to ensure the application of sustainable transport measures in the tourism and hospitality sector. Several countries lay down legislation to see to it that hospitality businesses come up with ways of reducing the transport impacts. For instance, the EU Green Deal is in place to support the improvement of sustainability of the airlines and hotel industry in Europe. However, many environmentally sensitive hotel chains have adopted green certifications; these certifications come with certain standards that need to be met, and most of them touch on transportation-sustainable measures such as Eco-Friendly Vehicles or Sustainable travel (Khairy et al., 2023). 
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[bookmark: _Toc192275739]Cost-Effectiveness
Regarding the cost analysis of the options, one has to understand the cost related to the realisation of every plan as well as the days of savings (Kang and Nicholls, 2021). The generic forms of green public transport include electric vehicles and hybrid buses that are expensive to purchase but cheap to run and maintain. For instance, the cost of electric vehicles has reduced in the recent past, making them to be a feasible option to be adopted in order to minimise transport costs by the hotels. However, carbon offsetting typically incurs lower initial costs, though the overall expense may be more, particularly for large-scale service industries among the hospitality players engaging vast numbers of guests (Irfan et al., 2023). However, policy advocacy may be a less direct kind of solution. However, in terms of cost-effectiveness, it can benefit from the governments putting incentives in place to reduce the cost of sustainable transport infrastructure.
[bookmark: _Toc192275740]Practicality
The feasibility of implementing these solutions ranges from one region to another or the type of business organisation in the hospitality industry. However, sustainable forms of transport like EVs must be charged frequently, and there are very few stations to cater to that need in some areas. Nonetheless, EVs and hybrid buses are implementable, especially in urban areas or regions that already have well-laid-down infrastructure (Hussain, 2021). Carbon offsetting is highly appealing as it entails purchasing carbon credits or funding projects which are easy to carry out by hospitality firms. 
[bookmark: _Toc192275741]Effectiveness
Considering the impact, all proposed solutions can have a tremendous positive effect in minimising the negative impact of the transportation sector on the environment (Han, 2021). This is because sustainable transport directly reduces transport emissions to and from hospitality facilities. Carbon offsetting enables accommodation of emissions that cannot be eradicated at the moment which creates a valuable mechanism with regard to balancing the emissions coming from the industry. However, this greatly depends on the quality as well as the size of the offset projects in the given state. By definition, policy advocacy and collaboration methods bring large-scale changes to the entire industry; however, their success depends on the government's and businesses' commitment to a result (Fusté-Forné and Michael, 2021). Green certifications, therefore, can go a long way toward providing policies that influence change in the right direction towards sustainable sector practises in the hospitality industry.
[bookmark: _Toc192275742]Challenges
Some of the main issues are costs related to these solutions in terms of first-time investment, cost price, especially in relation to sustainable transportation systems, and the challenges involved in implementing carbon offset initiatives properly. In the case of sustaining the use of EVs, one of the challenges may come from the limited charging stations for the cars; for carbon offsetting, it is vital to make sure the projects are real and not scams (Elkhwesky et al., 2022). 
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[bookmark: _Toc192275744]Summary of Main Findings 
Based on the outlined issues, the research focused on air travel as a mode of transport in the hospitality industry. It established that it has severable adverse effects on the environment, such as greenhouse gas emissions, air pollution, and noise pollution, among others. Sub-sectors and companies of the aviation industry contribute to climate change, which affects ecosystems and public health in areas around the airports. Using such motives, each of these solutions provides suggestions on how air travel's impact on the environment can be addressed and reduced, especially by the hospitality industry.
[bookmark: _Toc192275745]Recommendations 
From the above findings, it is recommended that hospitality businesses should implement sustainable transfer means of transport through the purchase of electric shuttles and hybrid buses, among others (Dani, Tiwari and Negi, 2021). Another approach is the policy level in industry and ensuring that there are standard policy requirements put in place that push for the adoption of sustainable transport by the various players in the hospitality industry (Chua and Han, 2022). Measures for the enhancement of sustainable transport in the hospitality industry should be implemented to enhance the lasting impacts (Baloch et al., 2022).
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