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Task 1: Mind Map 
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https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1vynDRw9lderktgjxW9YJIerK5Z5XKwx7jeSOfop7wGA/edit#slide=id.p1 

Task 2: Proposal form

https://docs.google.com/document/d/123MUWIrmwlOXOAlChgkfsRl65Kzd8QUMYUwQE1JlFL4/edit 


Task 3: Ethics form

https://docs.google.com/document/d/147F8jcW8CdXlGTMK8OBnY3stiucZvmQLpgyMlOr-zEE/edit?nativeconvert=1  

Task 4: Justification of Research method

I chose to undertake my research through a questionnaire, as I believe it is the best suited to provide the data I intend to acquire. 
My first reason I decided to use a questionnaire is the convenience of being able to simply post this questionnaire online and get participants without having to spend time and other resources, questionnaires in most scenarios use the method of volunteer sampling, where volunteers sign up to participate in a study without the need for the researcher to reach out individually themselves, which saves a lot of valuable time that can instead be spent perfecting other aspects of the study. 
This is backed up by Chirk (2006) and the National Institute of Health, the article titled ‘Designing a questionnaire state agrees that ‘one very practical method for gathering data quakily from many respondents is the use of questionnaires’

The use of questionnaires also provides another positive, they allow researchers to reach a larger number of target participants of specific age groups or other areas of society that are harder to reach like more specific participants from certain cultural backgrounds a lot easier. In regard to my study this questionnaire will allow for me to reach my target audience of women who are 18+ easier, as opposed to me individually recruiting only women who are 18+.

On the contrary to this point however there is a downside, the main negative of using a questionnaire that by nature uses the random sampling method is that it very much relies on the willingness for my target sample of women over the age of 18 to volunteer to answer the questions as its likely a certain number of people reached by this questionnaire will refuse to take part and ultimately affect the participant response levels at the end of the study. 

I also note the risk of people from outside the target audience responding to the questionnaire such as women under the age of 18 or men of any age. 
To combat these potential risks to my study, I will note my target audience in the intro page and the debrief at the end of the study to deter those not a part of my target audience from participating. I will also ask participants to full out a form of some sorts that allows for anonymity, give readers details on the study to allow me to gain informed consent and ask participants to tick a box confirming they are a female over the age of 18 and note that anyone who is not a part of that target audience that continues to participate will likely mess with the results of my study and cause anomalies in data when it comes to analysis at the end. 
This of course has risks itself to the validity of my study, this approach relies on the trust that participants do not lie and intentionally or accidentally continue to participate in the questionnaire despite not being a part of my target sample and cause anomalies in the data.


Task 5: Draft questions for the proposed questionnaire

1. Do you understand what is meant by the term ‘violent and sexual crimes’

· Yes
· Mostly
· A little
· Not at all

2. Have you or a person you know been a victim of any violent or sexual crimes?

· Yes
· No
· I don't know

3. Was this incident reported to the police or other relevant agencies?

· Yes
· No
· I don't know

4. Was any form of legal procedure brought against the offender of this crime? (e.g. an arrest, criminal investigation taken by the police or court case)

· Yes
· No
· I don’t know

5. Was the offender sufficiently punished for their crime?
· Yes
· Punished but not sufficiently
· No punishment or reprimand at all
· Case still ongoing
· I don’t know

6. Do the police and criminal justice system do enough to prevent violence and sexual crimes against women?

· Always
· Often
· Sometimes
· Rarely
· Never

7. Do the criminal justice system in the UK prosecute and punish offenders who commit violent and sexual crimes against women?

· High prosecution levels – Low punishment
· Medium prosecution levels – Low punishment
· Low prosecution levels – Low punishment

· High prosecution levels – Medium punishments
· Medium prosecution levels –Medium punishments
· Low prosecution levels – Medium punishments

· High prosecution levels – High punishment
· Medium prosecution Levels – High Punishments 
· Low prosecution levels – High punishments

8. What, if anything, needs to be done to improve the safety of women in the UK?
(Click all you agree with)
· Harsher prison sentences
· More police powers to investigate violence and sexual crimes
· More police patrols around high-risk areas
· Education of young men in schools
· Rehabilitation programs for sex offenders
· Other

9.  Do you feel safe out in public?
· Always
· Often
· Sometimes
· Rarely
· Never

10. How much do you agree the UK are currently working towards improving the safety of women?
· Strongly agree
· Agree
· Disagree
· Strongly disagree
· I don't know

Task 6: Evaluation of my chosen data analysis method

I have decided to analyze the data using an inferential approach, which allows me to draw conclusions from the data to determine their meaning. This method of data analysis was chosen as I believe that it is the most appropriate method, inferential analysis of the quantitative data I will collect via the questionnaire will allow me to draw conclusions from the data that will either answer the main questions of my study intended to be answered such as, how common are incidents of violence and sexual crimes against women as well as if women in the UK believe that the UK do enough to prevent these offences and punish offenders effectively and sufficiently. 

The use of inferential statistics can be supported by Guetterman 2019, they state in their article ‘Basic of statistics for Primary care research’ that ‘Inferential statistics is a simple method that helps researchers draw conclusions from a sample population. This is further supported by the online revision resource Testbook (2023) that explains a positive of the use of inferential statistics to analyze data in a research project, this clarifies that ‘we can save money and time by drawing inferences about the population from a smaller sample size with the use of inferential analysis of quantitative data and inferential analysis makes it possible to extrapolate results from the sample size to a broader population, which in turn strengthens the validity of findings.

However much like any other form of data analysis there are many downsides to the use of inferential analysis of data. One disadvantage is the risk of bias in the analysis due to the ambiguous and unscientific nature of the method, therefore this creates the risk of researchers interpreting the data inferentially in a way that suits their study and answers questions in the way they wish for them to be answered. This is supported by White (2017), this paper “against inferential statistics: how and why current statistics teaching gets it wrong” provides many of the downsides of inferential statistics one of which being “problems [with inferential statistics] only arise when they are used inappropriately or interpreted incorrectly.”. This means inferential analysis is a risk when they are being used by researchers to interpret data in a way that suits their study or hypothesis. 

One way I aim to combat this is to interpret the data as impartially as I possibly can, as well as potentially using a second person to read and analyze the data themselves without being told the aim of the study and the questions I am trying to answer. This is called the double-blind technique and can be used to allow for a reduction in the risk of bias when analyzing the data and improve both validity and reliability of the study.
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