
Consider the 3 pedagogic principles outlined above. Discuss these principles in relation to practices in education, showing secure understanding, identifying strengths and areas for development for each principle.

· Good teaching and learning means employing a blend of approaches including direct teaching.
· Good teaching and learning sets tasks and selects resources that build on previous knowledge and experience and engage interest.
· Good teaching and learning ranges within and across Areas of Learning and experience.    
·                                                                                             (Donaldson 2015:68)


The Curriculum in Wales has been developed to establish education so that children enjoy their learning.  
The Welsh Government observed that the teaching was gradually getting worse in Wales, as they were seeing low grades in PISA tests each year. The curriculum had to be changed as the world is changing and the Welsh Government ensures that each child has the knowledge, skills and experience to do well in their learning. (The New Curriculum for Wales). Professor Graham Donaldson became involved with schools to make education better. He searched for effective teaching and what he saw he wrote a report called successful futures to “shape a successful and exciting future”. 
The government accepted that it was important that each child should benefit from the curriculum, to help them develop in each area of their learning. Therefore they adopted Donaldson’s ideas of the twelve pedagogical principles, The four purposes and the six areas of learning to improve education. (Successful Futures). Donaldson decided this would operate well in foundation phase as children will acknowledge the value of learning through experiences. (Research articles Donaldson review the purposes and content of the curriculum for Wales).


The foundation phase is designed around the new frameworks. As the curriculum has changed in wales teachers need to be acquainted with the new aspects which include the four purposes, the twelve pedagogical principles and the six areas of learning.  
Foundation Learning focuses on the six areas of learning, philosophy, child’s voice and wellbeing, holistic development, continuum, play which is experimental learning and Democratic curriculum. (Foundation Phase Frameworks.)


The review that Donaldson wrote was that he recommended the four purposes as there will be a better guide for teachers in the future if they are followed. The four purposes are:
· Ambitious, capable learners who are ready throughout their lives. 
· Enterprising, creative contributors who are ready to play a full part in life and work. 
· Ethical, informed citizens who are ready to be citizens of Wales and the world. 
· Healthy, confident individuals who are reading to lead fulfilling lives as valued members of society. 

The areas of learning that Donaldson recommended and that contributed to the four purposes were: 
· Languages, Literacy and communication. 
· Mathematics and Numeracy. 
·  Science and Technology. 
·  Health and wellbeing. 
· Expressive Arts. 
·   Humanities.
(Research Senedd Wales)


The Welsh Government ensures that each child in the foundation phase, are at the right stage in their development and learning. 
The Holistic development lies at the middle of the curriculum frameworks, to see the development of learners and the skills they have. The foundation phase encourages equality, of opportunity and values, and celebrates diversity. 
To advance children’s development, the foundation phase has a stimulating and enjoyable indoor and outdoor area. The foundation phase promotes learning through play, which is first-hand experimental activities. Play in foundation phase is effective as they are practising and consolidating their learning. They are learning new skills as they are experimenting, taking risks and problem solving this shows that they can make their own decisions, which improves their development such as their self-esteem, self-image and feelings of self-worth. 

The understanding of the holistic development is to proceed towards learning, that emphasises the importance of the physical, emotional, and psychological wellbeing of learners. 
This assists children to identify the world around them and learn in a way that is different from being in a classroom. (What is Holistic Development Twinkl).



Pedagogical 1

 Pedagogy is described simply as the method, and practice of teaching. The first pedagogical principle that I will focus on is “Good teaching and learning means employing a blend of approaches including direct teaching”. This pedagogical principle stands out to me as the best result from teaching and learning is that there are many strategies for example direct teaching, group work, blended learning, whole class and individual work. When on my placement I observed that during lesson time the class works in different coloured groups. This worked well as each group was doing different activities for example one group would be in the creative area, one group would be in the science and technology area and another group would be on their snack. 
     
Direct teaching is used to support teachers with different techniques so they can use a specific skill each child will understand in their learning. (Direct Instruction Definition and Meaning.) To promote children’s learning professionals must ensure they are using direct teaching so that each child has an understanding of the topic so that they can enrich their learning. Teachers adapt their teaching strategies depending on children’s ability and activities they are doing as they will gain new skills. (Curriculum for Wales: Foundation Phase Framework).                                                         When teachers plan a lesson, they have to consider different ways to deliver the content to their pupils. The decision will be based on their own teaching preferences, their experiences, and the context that they will teach in. 

In school children’s learning is more than just learning maths and English every day. To enrich children’s learning teachers will take their class on school trips or do activities that are designed to enlarge their experiences. 
To make this more of a natural and enjoyable experience I could plan a trip before each topic so that every pupil would have an equal experience. For example, if we were learning about the beach in geography, I would plan a trip. This would give all pupils more of an understanding so that they will perform better in their work. This would be beneficial as children will be able to have more of an understanding and they will be able to enjoy what they are learning. Children will have a better outcome in their learning as teaching is being blended. The meaning of blended learning is that some teaching is done in the classroom, and some is done outside the classroom. This shows that children can progress in their learning as they will show more interest. 

The challenge of direct teaching is that average and below average students find it hard to understand the way they are being taught, this may be because they have not experienced it. However, to ensure each child has the same experience in school professionals need to ensure each pupil has a good perception, so that they will be able to enjoy the topic.

Educator Chris Sarra, Chair of the Stronger Smarter Institute has reported that direct teaching withdraws the teachers’ connections between them and their class as it does not allow teachers to show their best. (Direct Instruction and the teaching of Reading).
However, I do not agree as I think that direct teaching is effective as that it can be used across the curriculum and that each child has a positive experience in their education. 
My review of this pedagogical principle is that it has a positive effect on teaching and learning as children are learning in a way, they can understand this makes teaching effective, as learners are showing progress in their education. 

Blended learning is a technique that includes learning in school and at home. 
Blended learning does not have its own pedagogy as it links with three theoretical perspectives which includes the behaviourist, cognitivism and constructivism approach. (Theoretical Framework and Literature Review, P40)

Blended learning requires a connection between the teacher and learner, and outside of the classroom. 
It involves different ranges of learning. To encourage blended learning teachers can set activities for children, to do such as learning teachers can set activities for children to do such as learning about different projects, practical tasks, discussions and activities that does not include using a digital device. 

I believe that there are many challenges to blended learning as teachers, may set tasks for their class to complete the tasks after directly working with their teacher. To make sure children understand their learning teachers must ensure that there is effective communication between school and home, to make sure tasks are engaging for each individual and that there is support for learners that are at disadvantage. (Blended Learning).





Pedagogical 2

The second pedagogy I am focusing on is “Good teaching and learning sets tasks and selects resources that build on previous knowledge and experience and engage interest”. The government have stated that the main aim for children in their learning is to have a broad range of skills, competencies and effective communication. (Foresight Mental Capital and Wellbeing Project Learning through life).
During Placement I observed that the teacher has different level groups, everyone is being challenged in their learning, not just at one level. This helps build their knowledge and confidence in their education, this can lead to a positive outcome in the classroom. 

In every classroom every child, would have a different experience in life. It is important for the teacher to build on prior knowledge. This maybe challenging as there might be children from a deprived area, who may have not had the same life experiences. To enrich the child’s experience, it is essential that all children have the same level of learning to start the topic. To encourage this, at the beginning of every term I would take them on an educational visit, for them to gain new experiences and build on their knowledge. 

The Spiral Curriculum that is supported by Jerome Bruner has trust that children’s learning is the procedure of developing and building on previous experiences, skills, knowledge and understanding as children develop. 
The definition of the Spiral Curriculum is that key areas are frequently looked back at throughout the curriculum, which deepens learning. (What is Spiral Curriculum?)
It is predicated on cognitive theory that has been updated by Jerome Bruner. (The Process of Education).
This is effective as children learn through experimental Learning which is the main area of development in education for children. Building on knowledge and past experiences has a positive effect on young children as it requires children to question their own learning, and enables them to communicate, interact, and talk about what they want to do. (Knowledge and Understanding of the World p.4)

Bruners Spiral Curriculum has many advantages as learning is repetitive and teachers focus on structing work to follow logical progression. Although there are many disadvantages as it is time consuming for teachers as it takes a lot of planning. However, teachers find it very difficult as they are teaching the same thing repeatedly, although this will enrich children’s learning. In my opinion I agree with this point as it is not taught in smaller topics. This may lead to children being at disadvantage in some of their education. 

To encourage children to develop their skills and have good knowledge and understanding of where they live, I will inspire children’s experiences of the local area. At the beginning of the topic we will walk around the local area and take photos of what we have near our school. In the classroom, children will build their home using Lego and we can make a display of their homes, shops and park near the school. This will benefit children as they will gain more knowledge of where they live and the surroundings around them. This activity links with geography as they will have a wider experience of the world around them. (Our Geography Curriculum-Globe Primary school).

I believe that this principle has a positive influence on children as many children may have not had the same experience as children in their class. To ensure each child has the same outcome in their learning it is important they have a positive experience so that they can engage in an effective way with their learning. 
To make this a positive experience for everyone it is important to connect everyday experiences with tasks that can be done in the classroom, as this encourages children to build on their learning and can promote their education in a meaningful way which will help them to remember. 



Pedagogical 3 

The new curriculum in Wales is successful in primary schools as “good teaching and learning range within and across areas of learning and experience”. This pedagogical principal links with cross-curricular learning as it allows children to connect with a large variety of subjects. This encourages young learners to enjoy what they are learning about. (What is Cross- curricular? – Answered Twinkl Teaching Wiki). In school x I observed that teachers teach Cross curricular, as children are learning about the same topic in each subject. This will help children enrich with their learning. It ensures that children apply their knowledge and skills that are learnt in one area to other areas, this encourages reinforcement and increases confidence. (Ofsted 2000).

The Cross-curriculum process involves linking work for all subjects in a purposeful way. The themes must have a strong link with each subject and must link with individuals’ skills and concepts. (International Journal for Cross-disciplinary subjects in education.) An example of Cross-curricular learning education is Health and Wellbeing, Geography, History and Science. Learners will become more engaged with the topic as they are learning about it across each subject. For a Geography lesson the class would be able to visit a Castle near the area and the surroundings of the Castle. For a history session, they would be able to ask questions about how long the castle has been there for? A science lesson would include children taking photos on a iPad of the materials they have found in the castle and then when the children are back in class they will be able to talk about the materials they have found and what they might have been used for. 
In a Health and Wellbeing activity children will learn how to march, we will watch a video of ‘The Grand Old Duke of York and the Class will be able to copy to see if they can be in beat with the video. 

Cross- curricular learning makes learning more fun. The Scottish Government (2008) reported that there was a better outcome within and across curriculum areas, as learners were being challenged and having an enjoyable learning experience (Scottish Government 2008). Gardner and Hirsch who are theorists agree on that children, should be learning the importance of language and skills of each subject. Nevertheless, Gardner disagrees with Hirsch, as he recommends that children should be all together as it is important for transferable learning, while Hirsch states that pure ‘knowledge curriculum’ of continued subject separation. (An Introduction to cross – curricular learning, p.261)
I believe that children work as a whole as all children are aiming for the same goal and they work better together rather than being isolated. 

Cross-curriculum learning is important as it makes the topic more exciting and enjoyable. It helps young individuals to be more motivated and it improves their learning across all subjects. 
Children are able to make better connections with their learning as they are reflecting on the topic in each subject. This will have a positive effect on each individual, as teachers will see children progressing in their learning. 
The cross curricular has a positive influence on children’s education as it deepens learning and produces a learning environment where children gain life-long learning. (The Benefits to Primary Education by Plan Bee.) An advantage of Cross-curricular learning is that there are no time restrictions as it can range from a day, term or even a whole academic year. 
Although Barnes and Shirley disagree as they think that professionals have restricted knowledge of the cross-curriculum learning as they have limited experience. (Barnes and Shirley 2007). Barnes argues that cross curricular work is that the subject progression is difficult to achieve when there are only two subjects involved, this makes preparation harder for teachers. (Barnes 2012).

I believe that this pedagogical principle is effective, as its intention is to progress learning at all levels. I believe that learning this way makes learning more creative, as children are learning the same theme in all subjects, this way teachers will see a progression in children’s education.  

Conclusion 
The new curriculum for Wales broadens learning for all children between the ages of three and sixteen years old. It helps children be creative as they are learning across six areas of learning. The curriculum for wales was made to make an important role in helping children see and explore the world around them. (What will primary children be taught?)

The purpose of the new curriculum is to support each individual and encourage them to be Ambitious, capable learners who are ready throughout their lives. Enterprising, creative contributors who are ready to play a full part in life and work. Ethical, informed citizens who are ready to be citizens of Wales and the world. Healthy, confident individuals who are reading to lead fulfilling lives as valued members of society. (Research Senedd Wales).

In pedagogical principle one I explained how direct teaching and blended learning is effective in teaching. Researched showed that teaching, in a direct way was having a positive outcome in children’s learning. 
Blended learning is encouraged as children are not just learning in a classroom environment they are learning about different things in different ways. 

In pedagogical principle two I researched the importance of building on prior knowledge in foundation phase. This is successful as it is enriching children’s learning, however I feel this would be difficult as there is a lot of planning required for each large topic. 

In pedagogical principle three I studied cross-curricular learning. This is effective as it encourages children to progress in each area of learning. Schools ensure that their activities are planned to be effective therefore children will have life-long learning experiences 

Overall, I believe that the new curriculum is successful in Wales as children are enjoying their education and they are being taught the correct level of learning that is suitable for them as an individual. In my opinion all children in Wales are having the best opportunity to have the best education, so that they will have successful futures. As I observed that teaching is based on their ability of learning. It is taught to their ability so that children are able to see a development in their learning. (5 things you may not know about Wales’s new curriculum).
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