Assignment 1 for HPEN 7005

1. Introduction
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK3]English is the most important language with undoubtable status among all the other languages in the world. From 1980’s, with the development of economy and the opening policy in China, learning English has become very popular all over the country. Second language learning or second language acquisition (SLA) has become an avoidable period of study for most of the Chinese young generation. I was born in 1980, and began to learn English when I was 10 years’ old. From 2006, I joint Kunming University of Science and Technology (KUST) as an English language teacher after my graduation. “All normal children, given a normal upbringing, are successful in the acquisition of their first language. This contrasts with our experience of second language learners, whose success varies greatly.” (Lightbrown, 2001) It’s quite common to see an excellent student who can get high marks in other subjects but English. On the other hand, the security personnel of a university can master two other foreign languages. Why do these interesting phenomena happen? As Patsy M. Lightbrown and Nina Spada had said “Many of us believe that learners have certain characteristics which lead to more or less successful language learning.” (Lightbrown, 2001) All the characteristics can be summarized as motivation, aptitude, personality, intelligence, and learner preference etc. 

2. Motivation
For most English language learners, strong motivation could be a very good guarantee for English learning. If you have motivation to learn it well, you will try your best to find every opportunity to exposure to that language. As an English learner more than 30 years ago, there were not so many resources for the learner at that time. There was no body who could speak English in my family or in my primary school. I had to ride my small bicycle for half an hour to attend tutoring classes every weekend. This English tutoring class had continued for more than three years until I entered junior high school. English is one of the courses in junior high school. And my school was at the other side of the city, it was too far away from my tutoring class. But English was still my favorite course. On the other hand, my students in college now especially those who find English is too difficult and had no confident to learn it well, most of them have not enough motivation. English for them is just another subject they had to learn like Political theory. They don’t know why they have to learn it only to pass the final examination instead. 
I still remembered after several year of learning English, I still hadn’t had any opportunity to use it in the real world. The only way for me to speak English to a real person was my teacher in classes. One summer vacation in 1997 or 1998, when I was in senior high school, I saw two foreigners wondered at the other side of the street. After a few minutes of hesitate, I finally brave enough and walked toward them. That was the first time English became a language but a subject in my life. And it was after 7 or 8 years when I first began to learn English. My strong motivation of learning English well had guaranteed me through all these years. On the other hand, family member’s supports were also essential factors. According to Barbara Z. Pearson’s book “Raising a Bilingual Child”, if the parents and the child can both have positive attitude toward bilingualism and an “impact belief” that their own language use shapes their child’s language use, parents will be motivated to take the practical steps that foster both first and second language learning. 

3. Intelligence
How smart are you? Most of the people can have an IQ test and the final grade will tell you the result. IQ tests are popular among young people. They usually want to find some way to prove they are special. And it’s quite easy to find several kinds of IQ tests on smart phones. However, in my opinion whether you can learn a language well or not does not depend on how smarter you are. Although it depends on so many factors, intelligence is not the most important one. One example is that, the population of one certain language in the world, it should include different level of intelligence people, most of the population can master the language. Although it is the first language, the process of how to acquire it is different from second language. “There is nothing that makes one language or another easier or harder for any individual or group to acquire as a first language.” (Pearson, 2015) The problem is when people acquire second language, the whole process is quite different. More intelligent people could find rules quicker, which helps them in learning second language. High intelligence and hardworking are the essential ways which can help you in second language acquisition. 

4. Aptitude
High aptitude is a nice gift from God. For example, aptitude means someone use all their efforts to jump and reach a height, and the other guy can reach a higher level without any jump. Does that also happen when you acquire a second language? Yes, definitely. According to Patsy M. Lightbrown in one of his articles, he has recorded a man who named CJ, whom has a high aptitude to master about 5 foreign languages all after he becomes an adult. CJ had high aptitude while learning foreign languages. However, generally speaking this phenomenon doesn’t happen every day. The process of learning a language usually last for years. We have to get familiar with all the pronunciations, words, phrases, grammar rules and so on. From my own experience, although I have learnt English for more than thirty years English is still my second language, it can’t compare with my first language. When I speak to my family or when I speak fast, my first language will appear. 
On the other hand, my students in the same college some of them are even in the same major, their aptitudes are supposed to be similar. What’s more, they are attending the same classes. But the result of second language acquisition varies a lot. Their abilities to identify and memorize sounds, to understand the function of particular words in sentences, to figure out grammatical rules from language samples and memory for new words, are quite different. So, aptitude do help in the process of second language acquisition. It helps the learner to build confidence at the beginning of learning and may help to smooth the journey of second language acquisition. However, it is not the most important factor.

5. Personality
[bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Persistence is a good personality for second language acquisition. From my observation and experience, if one can insist on doing something, the result probably turns to be a good one. It has a higher percentage of doing something successful. Because in most cases of SLA, learners would have to constantly to practice the language for many years whether child learners or adult learners. You have to use all your senses in order to exposure to the language. Language proficiency is important to measure to what extend you have mastered the language. You have to hear and read to input, while output the language by speaking and writing. All these practices will help to enforce the proficiency of the language. Persistence could ensure the quantity of language input. “… This is a two-way street. Greater proficiency leads to more use. More use leads to greater proficiency. But less proficiency leads to less use and eventually to even lower proficiency.” (Pearson, 2015) Other personalities mentioned in Lightbrown’s essay like extroversion, inhibition, self-esteem, empathy, dominance, talkativeness, responsiveness and so on, are more or less related to SLA. For example, people who are extroversion and talkativeness are more likely better in speaking and listening. I can still remember the first time I talked to two foreigners on the street, they were two Jewish people came from Israel. Actually, I didn’t quite understand what Jewish people meant at that time, not mentioned about their religion. I knew nothing about Israel as well. All I wanted to do was to practice my English. They wanted to find some ancient buildings or some Jewish descendants in my city which had been remained since Song Dynasty. I didn’t help them much because I had few knowledge about the information they wanted. However, we had a good time of traveling around the city. And I also practiced my oral English by acting like a guide. I found a lot of confidence from that experience and accomplished my Master’s Dissertation as “A Pragmatic Approach to Ethnic Identity Construction: The Case of Jewish People in Kaifeng”. Extroversion and bravery had helped me at the beginning of my second language acquisition, especially in speaking. Speaking proficiency’s improvement had aroused my great interest in learning English. Other aspects like listening, reading and writing, also had made a lot progresses at the same time. The “two-way street” phenomenon had worked in a case of second language acquisition. 

6. Motivation in the classroom setting
[bookmark: OLE_LINK4]“To be able to deal with the majority culture on their own terms, they must master most of the basic grammatical structures of English, its sounds, and an adequate English vocabulary, as well as fundamental reading and writing skills, and they must acquire a knowledge of how to use all of these appropriately in a variety of social settings to acquire information and to express themselves.” (Saville-Troike,1976) These requirements were introduced by a course, English Language Teacher Education, supervisor Dr. Jessica Clapham in the very first class to us. Most students of this course are English language teacher all over the world. We are from Asia, Africa, South America and so on. We have totally different backgrounds from age to skin color. How to motivate these group of people is a huge task for most supervisors but not our supervisor Jessica. We love to attend her classes not only we can learn a lot academical knowledge but also feel fully respected. She tries to design her classes suitable for everyone. “Motivating students into the lesson At the opening stages of lessons (and within transition), it has been observed that remarks teachers make about forthcoming activities can lead to higher levels of interest on the part of the students.” (Lightbrown, 2001) Fully preparation including not only materials of the text you want to deliver but including delivering to whom. “Using co-operative rather than competitive goals” (Lightbrown, 2001) is a considerable and humanized strategy. People of different backgrounds usually thinking in different ways. Ideal education is a process of “1+1+1 … +1= ∞” rather than “1-1-1 … -1= 1/∞” (∞ means infinity). 
I had a similar experience in 2006 to 2007 when I was hired by Faculty of International Exchange of KUST. My international students were from different countries like America, Canada, India, South Korea, Vietnam and so on. Their preferences and beliefs were varied so much that the common language for us was English rather than Chinese. At that time, I was young and my students were elder than me. I had learnt a lot from them.

7. Conclusion
Second language learning is a complex but interesting and worthy process. In this article, I have listed a lot of my own learning experience as evidences to support my evaluations, not because I have learnt English for more than 30 years but because I have been an English teacher for more than 20 years. However, confusion and lack of self-confidence are still appeared every day. Characteristics do have great influence in second language learning, like motivation, intelligence, aptitude. Persistence and hardworking are also key elements on your way to second language learning. Maybe I could be a study sample in the further research.
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