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For this Essay, I have chosen to speak about Frank Ocean’s 3rd album “Blonde”, as it is my favourite album ever created. In this essay I will cover why it means so much to me, and how I emotionally connect to it. I will also be exploring the background of this album, and its key themes. 

My Story with Blonde
I first listened to Blonde when it was recommended to me by my brother and my friend, the two people who I would, and still do, talk to about music the most. In 2018 me and my friend Cameron discovered that we had very similar taste in music, so since then we have always been discussing music and recommending new songs/projects to each other. Speaking to Cameron about music for the past 2 years has significantly shaped my current relationship with music. When it comes to my brother Taylor, from an early age, I would listen to the same music as him. Because of this, even though as we grew older and our music taste started to differ, we still listen to generally the same music. 
After listening to Blonde for the first time, I really liked it, but it didn’t click with me emotionally, especially to the extent that it does now. But as I gave it further listens, it slowly began to click with me more & more, to the point where I would play it every night. I fell in love with Blonde, it became the only music I would listen to for weeks. This happens to me with all music, I become so fully engulfed in a project, to the point where I sometimes start to get sick of it. This never happened with Blonde. Of course, there came a time where I started listening to other music again, but Blonde was always there for me, as I laid in bed every night, looking through my phone for what album to play tonight. I knew that I always had blonde to fall back on. 
Up until this point, Blonde was solely a “Night” album for me. but as summer came, the days became longer, and the sunsets became more poetic. At this point I had started to utilise my car, and the fact that I lived a 10-minute drive from one of the most beautiful beaches I’ve ever seen. Most days, I would pick up a girl I was seeing, and we would go to the beach. However, there were some days where I would drive this 10-minute Journey to the beach, repeatedly, just so I could listen to Blonde the whole way through. 
The sun is beginning to set, I’m driving on these open roads, with blue skies and green fields stretching further than the horizon. My car roof is down, and I’m blasting this piece of music through the speakers. And this is where it hits me. Throughout the album, there are certain points in which, no matter where I am or what I’m doing, I get hit with this overwhelming feeling of serenity, as if nothing else matters, or even exists. And it was at that point, when I was driving my car, and this feeling hit me, that I knew Blonde by Frank Ocean was my favourite piece of music to ever be created and it will take something earth shattering to top my experience with it. 
                                     




The Background of Blonde
In 2012, Frank Ocean released his debut album “Channel Orange”, which later went on to win “Best Urban Contemporary Album” at the 2013 Grammys. 4 days before the release of Channel Orange, Frank posted a “letter” on Once popular website Tumblr. This Post(1) chronicled Franks first love, which happened to be a man. Even though this letter was posted 4 days before the release of Channel Orange, it is commonly accepted in the Frank Ocean fan community that the letter inspired Blonde and its themes more than any other Frank Ocean Project. So, what was Frank Ocean doing in the 4-year gap between Channel Orange and the Release of Blonde? 
For the most part he went off the gird but there were photos released every now and then of Frank in the studio, which hinted at progression on whatever his next project was going to be. Then in 2015, Frank Ocean posted an image(2) on his website, of him with 2 stacks of magazines, with the caption saying “I got two versions. I got twooo versions…”. One of the more prominent Phrases on these magazine covers was “Boys Don’t cry” which was later revealed to be the name of his next album, Along with a release date of July 2015. However, when July 2015 came and went, it was clear that Frank was not releasing this next project anytime soon. Frank then went radio silent for nearly a whole year. 
On August 1st, 2016, a black and white livestream was started on Frank Oceans Website, which would end up culminating in the visual album, now known as “Endless” 19 days after the beginning of the livestream. Then, on August 2oth, a single day after Endless becomes available on streaming services, Frank released another album, an album titled “Blonde”. 
The reason for this double album was release was because Frank Ocean was in a contract with Record Label “Def Jam studios”. However, after working with certain artists who were either independent, or signed to a label which they themselves owned, he realised that he did not want to be creatively held back by these companies who only use artists for money. At the time, Frank only needed to release one more album to be out of his contract with Def Jam, so he released Endless to escape, and then he released his true Sophomore album Blonde a day later, under his own record Label “Boys Don’t Cry”.


















Blonde’s Idea of Love
Blonde is an album about love. However, it is not your simple story of “I love this person and will write songs about them”, Frank Ocean’s idea of love on this album is much more complex. 
During the final moments on the intro track “Nikes”, Frank exclaims to a person that 
“I may be younger, but I'll look after you
We're not in love, but I'll make love to you
When you're not here I'll save some for you
I'm not him but I'll mean something to you”
I interpret this as a young Frank Ocean, trying to persuade his romantic interest to give him a chance. 

And in the next track “Ivy” we see that Frank was successful in his pursuit, and now an older version of him is reminiscing on this song about the relationship these two people shared. This nostalgia trip starts off quite pleasant with saying 
“I thought that I was dreaming when you said you loved me”
However, after this opening line, it becomes quite evident that this relationship turned sour rather quickly. With frank exclaiming 
“The start of nothing
I had no chance to prepare
I couldn't see you coming
The start of nothing'
I could hate you now
It's quite alright to hate me now
When we both know that deep down
The feeling still deep down is good
If I could see through walls
I could see you're faking”

With Frank saying “The start of nothing” I believe that he means that they both knew that this relationship was doomed from the start, and that nothing would truly come of this romantic endeavour. And then we begin to see the deuteriation of this relationship, with both people struggling to figure out if they hate each other, when they both “know deep down” that their feelings towards each other are good. The final lyric I will discuss from this song is when we truly find out that this is a track about a love from the past, in where frank says 			“We didn't give a fuck back then
			         I ain't a kid no more
			            We'll never be those kids again”

These are the lyrics that show us this is a nostalgic song, and that this relationship was likely one of Franks first, hence the struggles that these 2 people faced. The combination of lyrics like “The feeling still deep down is good” and “We’ll never be those kids again” tells us that whilst frank might’ve truly loved this other person, he knows that it didn’t work, and will never work.

Blonde’s concept of love has 3 key elements:
· Loving someone else
· Learning to let go of that other person
· Loving yourself

We see the first 2 elements within our first 2 tracks, we then have our first experience with frank loving himself on the tracks “Be Yourself” which is then followed by “Solo”. Even before getting into the song contents, the titles of the tracks give you the impression that the subject matter will be about loving yourself.
“Be Yourself” is a voicemail from a mother (it’s not known whose mother) lecturing her son on not using drugs or alcohol to impress others. 
“Solo” covers a lot of subject matter, from Frank saying he’s sleeping well, his bones feel dense and he wants someone to try and fight him. He also goes on to talk about a relationship with a woman, in which he eludes that he got her pregnant, and she wouldn’t have an abortion. Frank is now in court, trying to get rid of his “Baby momma” and his possibly unborn child. However, the court is not on his side. The lyric “Won’t let you fly Solo” suggests this.

These 3 themes of love are a constant throughout the album, and it's because of the heartfelt song writing combined with franks almost ethereal voice, that Frank Ocean’s Blonde connects me with me so strongly.
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