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Task 1
	The growth of blended education has been on the rise in the recent past. Many learners opt for this option because it offers a cheaper and flexible learning option compared to face-to-face learning. Institutions offer a flexible program where learners can study online and get a recognized certificate after completing their respective courses. The increase in blended learning in the 21st century has been motivated by the growth of technological applications in education (Yarychev & Mentsiev, 2020). The blended learning option has been the perfect option for learning wishing to work and study simultaneously. However, traditional learning has not been an exception to learning options. The practice allows learners to attend a cheaper and flexible learning system with exposure to adequate practical skills that are important for future careers (Wang & Wang, 2021). In essence, each of these learning options comes with merits and demerits, and it is the learner's choice to select an option that best suits their learning styles. 
Pros and cons of blended learning in the university education
Pros
	The blended classrooms have a unique design to meet the needs of the students in the 21st century. Each student has individualized support for all students. This setting implies that each student has a unique learning design that would favor their understanding. The system gives each student personalized instruction that meets their needs (Yarychev & Mentsiev, 2020). The blended learning both slow and fast learners to select a learning option that aligns with their concentration span. The learning is designed to meet the concentration and attention of each student. Attention can be considered a certain degree of interest together with enough interactive reciprocity so that interest and focus are maintained over a while (Wang & Wang, 2021). Individuals who participate in this learning option demonstrate practical skills to understand using the technique. 
	Students in blended learning have access to online learning materials at any time. Modern technological devices allow learners to talk to their tutors at any time. Besides, the teacher also can reach students at any time to share material of importance with the class. Access to online libraries and online tutors allows students to study at any time of their preference (Wang & Wang, 2021). Besides, teachers can conduct a prerecorded lecture that would be sent to all students in the class. The student can receive the lecture recording to rewind the lesson that the teacher was having in the class. 
	The system provides an interactive educational experience. The students have the opportunity to communicate to their teachers using the videoconferencing application on the blended learning programs (Wang & Wang, 2021). This communication level increases the connection between the teacher and students, and besides, it increases the approach of students to their teachers. The platform allows students to enjoy live streaming of full HD and clear audio classes if they do not want the class to see their cameras. The social interaction developed on blended learning is on another level which allows students to attend classes with minimal distractions. 
	The learning is flexible, and the students have time to attend the classes at places of their convenience. For instance, one can be driving and also in an online class, and the working students can be attending classes in their free time without being forced to attend the classes (Braun et al., 2020). The increase in online learning among many students in the recent world comes from its flexibility, as students can learn at any place and time. 
	The cost of blended learning is lower compared to traditional learning. A recent study shows that the average cost of traditional education is $85,000 while blended learning costs are. This evaluation means that enrolling in an online course would allow students to save more money than enrolling in traditional classes. 
Cons 
	The technology applied in blended learning can be more challenging, limiting its effect on the ability of students to learn. Technological illiteracy, which is a problem facing teachers, affects the dispensation of knowledge to students. The level at which students might interact with the technology is different from the level at which teachers might interact with the system. The students who are millennials are techno-savvy and are born in the technological era. Conversely, teachers have to learn the new technology to teach (Yarychev & Mentsiev, 2020). 
	The blended learning exhausts teachers, and the teachers have additional work in preparing all the learning stages for each class (Hurlbut, 2018).  Teachers have to broaden their horizons to allow the students to understand a connection. 
Pros and cons of traditional classroom learning in the HE sectors
Pros 
	The face-to-face interaction in learning still proves to be of great significance compared to virtual learning done over the internet. From time immemorial, it has been the norm of students to go to school to learn and have face-to-face interaction with their teachers (Bowers & Kumar, 2015). Actual teaching gives teachers the ability to mold learners' behaviors and align them with behavioral skills that are acceptable in society. These are some of the current measures that allow other learners to opt for traditional learning as they feel the classroom quality outweighs online learning. 
	Face-to-face learning is less time-consuming and rationally rewarding gives teachers the capability of navigating creative and sound techniques that augment understanding a concept. This is dissimilar in online learning as it is more time-consuming, impersonal, and rationally unrewarding (Bowers & Kumar, 2015). The teachers are limited in exercising their skills in the classroom organization, leading them to form strategies that would ensure the understanding of all learners. The power to control the classroom allows teachers to gain insight into the learning ability of each student and employee a teaching method that favors much learning in class. The teacher tends to have limited control over the student's learning process, hindering the transfer of robust learning skills to students.  
	Actual interactions give teachers the joy of building relationships and expressing their passion and excitement to students. This is done by using gestures, tonal variation, and facial expressions during lectures to explain a concept. These non-verbal cues are significant in learning as they increase learners' understanding rate (Tichavsky, Hunt, Driscoll & Jicha, 2015). This is different in an online classroom, as teachers may lose out on the rational rewards of teaching a live audience. Teachers can dispel fear among students who experience anxiety due to preoccupation with thoughts of the apparent attention on social networks, which influences students' attention level which eventually affects the student's academic performance since attention is an essential cognitive process. 
Cons 
	Traditional learning lacks flexibility as a student needs to slot time of being physically present in class. This type of learning would be effective for students who have more time and are not doing anything outside education. For instance, the system works best for students who are not working (Yarychev & Mentsiev, 2020). 
	The cost of traditional learning is high as compared to blended learning. The inclusion of accommodation cost and transport to the learning institution increases the overall cost of traditional learning. Students enrolling in traditional classes should be ready to have enough tuition fees to enjoy the learning. 
Evaluation of both forms of teaching and learning in the past and present.
	Traditional learning used to be the only means of learning method in the past. However, the recent development in technology has changed the education industry as many institutions adopt online learning. The need to group digital has been compelling many learning institutions to include both traditional and online learning to offer options for learning and enroll many students from all parts of the world. The coronavirus pandemic has caused great harm to society, and many countries will take many years to recover from the effects of the pandemic. The education industry has not been an exception during the pandemic as it has also suffered a great shock (Nabi, 2020). 
	The education system across all countries worldwide stopped for many months as the countries were desperate about measures that would limit the spread of the virus. During these times, schools that had developed the online learning platform would still offer education to students compared to schools with the traditional system that remained non-functioning for many months (Hurlbut, 2018). Qatar University is one of the institutions that has been keen on reducing the effect of the pandemic on its system of learning. This is through installing other measures that can allow students to learn on an online platform. Universities that had developed a strong online learning platform in the past were not affected by the pandemic because they continued learning despite the raging effects of the pandemic. 
	Technology has an impact on almost all aspects of daily lives, and education is not an exception. The rising opportunities in communication and collaboration have led to the rise application of technology in education. The growth in the education industry depends on technology as the main pillar to its success. Developed countries have been optimizing top-notch technology in transforming education systems from traditional to blended learning systems (Nabi, 2020). The policies to digitally transform the education system aid in protecting innovations while allowing new forms of innovative skills from other countries to take control of its system. These events aim to transform the country into a digital economy that will diversify its economic activities. For example, traditional learning limits learners' creativity as it directs the attention of students to learn as the main activity at a time. However, the online system allows students to contribute to the growth of the country's economy while learning at the same time. 
	Securing an online education platform by the university will be one of the significant strides to success that universities will do to thrive in the new technological market (Tichavsky et al., 2015). Many universities across the world have launched online learning as a new system in the university. They are currently leading in terms of returns and the number of students opting for part-time classes. Investment in online learning during this pandemic will allow the university to transform its learning system faster to the online platform. Students would also like to stay safe from the virus, implying that they will embrace the online learning platforms. 
	The change from traditional to blended learning creates a platform for all students to access education. Many students have not been ready to study in the university because they feel online services do not fit the world-class standards. However, the increased awareness by the institution on the benefits of blended learning would increase enrollment of students to the program (Braun et al., 2020). Online education is currently taking shape in many learning institutions (Tichavsky et al., 2015). This implies that competition for learners who are the main customers of the universities will be high. An intense competitive environment will compel the university to derive its competitive advantage.
	Modifying the online learning service in the modern education system plays a role in developing an online learning culture. In modifying the new product at the university, the university needs a new geographic region where its services will be available for all students worldwide (Tichavsky et al., 2015). For example, universities and other learning institutions should allow schools of business and arts to take their classes through online classrooms. 
Recommendations
	Technological development is rapid in every sector, and the recent development in the education industry will be complex with time. The changing needs of learners have also been compelling the change in the education system. This situation implies that the education system across the world should embrace the online learning system because of its significance in modern learning of some courses offered in different learning institutions. 
	Learning institutions should decrease school fees to attract new students to register for online learning. The students doing business courses would enjoy the online learning platform because of the mode of the course. This system would not favor students undertaking health care services because they need to perform experiences in the lab. The reduction of fees would push most business and arts students to adopt online learning leaving the universities with a manageable size of health care students. 
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