MA CREATIVE WRITING

CSCW7009  Approaches to Creative Writing
WEEK 3: CHARACTERISATION IN FICTION  

Task: Briefly describe a fictional character of your own using one or a combination of the approaches outlined in this class. (c. 500-1000 words) 

Critically comment on what you have done and why
You might find it easiest to adapt this character from someone you know in real life. Draw upon your knowledge and impressions of this person, but also alter some of the details through exaggeration and hyperbole. It may also be useful to merge or synthesise the personalities or habits of two or more persons, and to adapt stock character traits from the fiction you admire.

It is often helpful to work from a rough outline of your character, which can be developed and refined over time. In order to sketch out such a rough outline, you should select five adjectives that succinctly describe your character and will provide important pointers to direct the subsequent ‘fleshing out’.

· 1 adjective relating to physical appearance (e.g. hairy, tall, dark).

· 1 adjective relating to actions or behaviour (e.g. hasty, nervous, abrupt).

· 1 adjective relating to speech or language use (e.g. eloquent, stuttering, confused).

· 2 adjectives relating to personality or ‘deep’ character type (e.g. grave, pedantic, humorous, ironic, depressive, naive).

To help get you started, here are some suggestions for character examples and situations. These draw on clichés so try to work against the cliché (eg the bullying teacher could be small and pretty):


· A bullying schoolteacher.

· A vacuous actor.

· A low paid shopworker constantly worried about losing his/her job 

· A lonely old man.

· A drug addict in withdrawal.

· A single mother concerned about her teenage son.

· A soldier on his/her way to a combat zone.

· An ageing TV news presenter.

· An unscrupulous PR executive.

· An unemployed 34-year-old auditioning for the X-Factor.

· A woman with an eating disorder

· An identical twin whose other has been jailed for a violent crime

You are however, free to make up your own!
