Notes for Presentation 

Introduce title and explain purpose of ppt:
· For this assignment I was asked to create an academic poster based on critical thinking and the qualities that contribute towards the development of it
· The main aim of my academic poster is to inform people about why critical thinking is important and how it can be advanced
· Four skills that help us to develop our critical thinking skill include Cognitive and Intellectual skills, Life & Professional Practice skills, Practical Skills and knowledge and understanding skills
· As we develop these skills throughout our life, we are able to attain qualities from each of these that help us to become good critical thinkers
Read the definition on top of page:
· The foundation for critical thinking (2017) wrote the definition of critical thinking as: Critical thinking is when the thinker improves the quality of their thinking by skilfully analysing, assessing, and reconstructing it
· This basically means that when we are given information, we must be able to think outside of the box – looking at all aspects, opinions, facts and understandings. People who fail to think critically will result in a smaller understanding of the given information – which is why, as students, we must learn to effectively use critical thinking when carrying out assignments and researching tasks
Cognitive & Intellectual Skills:
· Higher education allows us to view research from different perspectives – letting us have wider intellectual understandings on why things work and how it can have an effect on other situations
· When thinking critically, we must be able to evaluate information, evaluate our thoughts, and therefore help us to understand our own thought process
· Without cognitive and intellectual developments, critical thinking will become sabotaged
· However, as our intelligence develops, it gives us the key to unlocking our own intellectual independence
Life & Professional Practice:
· Qualities and transferable skills necessary for employment and other life practices require a great deal of critical analysis, communication and thinking skills
· The following requirements must be met in order for this skill to be built successfully: analysing, conceptualising, defining, examining, inferring, listening, questioning, reasoning and synthesising
· If these qualities that are required within a professional practise scenario, then the critical thinking aspect could fail massively, creating an issue for a new employer. 
Practical Skills:
· To develop our critical thinking further, we must be able to allow our brains to work well with others
· This is crucial as we get older as we will be put into new situations when communication will be highly required to carry out specific tasks
· Critical thinking requires people to carry out well-communicated tasks in practise
· This could include a planned task or assignment, where communication would be key to carry out a group presentation
· Without developed communication, practical skills would deteriorate, therefore allowing critical thinking skills to suffer
Knowledge & understanding Skills:
· To understand Critical Thinking, those must be able to evaluate information accordingly – looking at any flaws and bias accounts made
· Our own knowledge that we have known since our upbringings have to be pushed aside as the truth is not determined by emotions, beliefs or social opinions
· You must depend on factual resources
· This must be understood and acknowledged for Critical thinking to be carried out correctly
So, why is it important to learn and develop these skills?
Linkedin (2018) states that - Critical Thinking is important in life. Critical Thinking is expected of you in higher education. It can lead to developing your judgement, evaluation and problem-solving abilities. Learning Critical Thinking skills can also enhance your academic performance.
· So, expanding from the previous statement, especially for students at University level, critical thinking must be used effectively to help carry out successful academic assignments. Creating a ‘domain-general thinking skill’ 
· Critical thinking is broken down into three main steps – plan your thoughts, analyse the different outcomes or opinions and facts, and finally reflect on your final outcome – what have I learnt or found by using effective critical thinking 
· So, to expand our critical thinking abilities, we must remember to read. Reading is vital to the development of understanding skills and also aids us in carrying out successful assignments
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