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Introduction – 
Over the years in the UK there has been this debate on whether prisoners should have the right to vote. Now some might say that the prisoners lost that right once they entered prison or committed the crime, while others will suggest that they are still human and have rights just like the rest of us. As it stands in the UK today, the British Parliament and Government does not allow prisoners to vote.  This report will go into more depth about prisoners and their rights when it comes to voting and analyse the different opinions on the matter. 
Main Body - 
Currently under UK law prisoners serving a custodial sentence after conviction cannot vote in any elections. The current provisions are set out in Section 3 of the Representation of the People Act 1983. This ban does not apply to prisoners on remand. (Johnston. N, 2015) The European Court of Human Rights found in 2005 that the UK’s ban on convicted prisoners voting goes against their human rights. The ECHR is an agreement between countries to protect human rights and political freedoms in Europe. It was agreed and signed by the members of the Council of Europe in 1950, including the UK. The Council of Europe and the European Union are two different organisations; therefore, any outcome of Brexit does not change how the ECHR agreement affects the UK. (The Scottish Government, 2019)



There are plenty of people who believe that prisoners convicted of crimes should not have the right to vote. The prisoners have been put in custody for a reason, they should be punished, do their time, voting rights removed and to put up with it. (Walsh. C, 2012)  
During 2001, the ban on allowing prisoners to vote was challenged by three convicted prisoners. The domestic courts rejected the challenge and one of the prisoner's, John Hirst then took his case to the European Court of Human Rights (ECtHR) (Johnston. N, 2015) John Hirst a convicted killer who went to jail for man slaughter after murdering his landlady in 1979, successfully argued in the European Court of Human Rights that it was wrong to prevent him from voting. This resulted to his case being led to a ruling that a total-ban on prisoner voting is unacceptable - and that the UK must change its law. (Johnston, N, 2015)  



	
	
	



