Task 3 LCLM4001 Academic Skills Reflective Writing Template

	Student name number
	Daniel Bustean 2530857

	Module code and title
	LCLM4001 Academic skills

	Name of Task
	Task 3- Reflective Report

	Lecturer
	Simon Chatterton 

	Time Allowed
	2hrs 30mins

	Word count
	900 words +/- 10 % (excluding words already on the template)


[image: Diagram

Description automatically generated]
Using the Gibbs Reflective Cycle Using the Gibbs reflective cycle, write a reflection of your learning journey on the LCLM 4001- Academic Skills Module. Your writing should focus on at least ONE or TWO experiences you had while studying the module. Examples of in-class experiences you can reflect on are: 
· Task 1 and Task 2
· Class activities and discussions (e.g., topics covered in class such as referencing and paraphrasing)
· Feedback received
· Skills you have developed
(The boxes will expand as you type)
	Description
(What happened? Describe the experience or experiences in class that you want to reflect on)
	In class we have learned about referencing and paraphrasing, it had required us to learn how to reference from correct sources and what steps to take.



	Feelings
(What were you thinking and feeling at the time? How did you feel before / during / and after the experience? 
Did you feel overwhelmed / confident / nervous? Were you alone in feeling this way or did other students share your feelings?)

	At the time of experiencing this, I felt lost and confused about the amount of information I was absorbing. I did not think referencing and paraphrasing would be complicated. However, during the lecture and towards the end of it, I started to feel nervous about my knowledge of this task. I became less confident in whether I was doing it correctly. I was able to share my feelings with my classmates and listen to their experiences as well. This helped me realise that others were also finding the task challenging, which made me feel slightly more reassured.

	Evaluation
(What was good and bad about the experience?) 
	The good thing about the task is the help provided by our lecturer, he has made it his effort that we are able to cope with the task by guiding us to use the materials he can provide and personal support if needed. But the bad part of this experience is how clueless it had made me feel from start to the point where our lecturer was able to give out a helping hand.

	Analysis
(What sense can you make out of the situation?) Why was the situation positive or negative? 
When things went well, what role did you play? When things went badly, can you explain why? Do you know how if other students felt the same as you? Why or why not? 
	The situation has greatly helped me to understand how challenging the academic skills such as referencing and paraphrasing may be, giving that I am still developing my confidence in Academic Writing. Because of this I found the experience mostly negative because I struggled to express ideas in my own form while also following referencing rules. I was worried about accidentally copying sources, which had made me less confident, and I believe it had slowed down my work. The difficulty also made me feel frustrated, as I spent more time trying to understand formatting requirements instead of focusing on the actual content. But you can also say that the situation also had some positive outcomes. Because it helped me recognize gaps in my studies and encouraged me to improve my academic skills. When things went well, I played an active role by reading guidance materials, checking examples, and trying to rewrite information in my own words. These steps helped me gradually gain confidence and clear my mind of unneeded stress. When things went badly, I believe it was due to my lack of practice and did not fully understand how to paraphrase without changing the original point made. I believe other students may have felt the same because referencing and paraphrasing are common challenges, especially for those new to academic writing. However, I am not completely sure, as not everyone openly shares their difficulties.

	Conclusion
(What else could you have done? Or what could you have improved? What could you do differently next time)
	Looking back, there a few things I could have done a few things differently. Like for example I should have asked for help from my lecturer instead of trying to figure everything out on my own. I could have spent more time practicing paraphrasing and checking how to reference properly before starting the assignment. Next time, I will try to write notes in my own words while reading, which should make paraphrasing easier. I will leave more time to review my work and make corrections. Using feedback from my tutor and looking at examples of good work would also help me improve and feel more confident in future assignments.

	Action Plan
(Create a plan to support you in learning/ developing the skills you need to improve the situation next time)
	Action Plan:
To improve my referencing and paraphrasing skills from this experience, I will take several steps. I will practice paraphrasing by reading short paragraphs and rewriting them using my own words. I will also take notes using bullet points instead of copying full sentences. I will hopefully be able to attend academic skills workshops if they are made available or watch be more active on Moodle and make use of the resources available or that may have been provided in our lecture. I plan to ask my tutor for feedback on my knowledge. Finally, I plan to work tasks to my highest ability to allow enough time for checking and improving my referencing.


	Reference list
	Success in academic writing, Bloomsbury Publishing, 2023.
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