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Theorists of education have an important role throughout teaching and learning. With there being so many theories linked to education some may question what and who’s theory is correct for their classroom. Whilst theories are used it does not mean they are necessarily the right ones for all classroom environments or for all individual’s in the same environment (Porter, 2000). Inclusion is important for all children in education to help them progress and give them a sense of belonging to help them develop knowledge and mature as they grow. All children are different, many have different back grounds from upbringing’s low/high income families or even have Special Education Needs (SEN). These alone will have a big impact on the way the learner is capable to learn. Also, age has an importance to the way the learner can process things. As years pass many things change within the world, from the way children are brought up differently to those of their parents, grandparents or even great grandparents. Frameworks and policies in education have also changed for example, the recent changes to the Additional Learning Needs and Education Tribunal (Wales) Act 201, (legislation.gov.uk). 
Taking all of this into account this essay is going to compare three theorists linking them to current policies and frameworks within education. Learning theories are a set of principles organized to explain how we as individuals retain, acquire and recall knowledge, a better understanding on how learning occurs will be developed from knowing the different learning theories and studying them. Knowing them and the principles of each theory will equip a teacher/trainer with strategies and techniques that will help promote learning in different ways (Porter, 2000). Skinner, Piaget and Dewy are all big influential theorists who developed their theories and strengths based on their experimental research. Each will have their key differences or even similarities and this essay is going to identify them. The three major theories of learning are, Behaviourism, Constructivism and Social Constructivism. This is the first difference between the three theorists this essay is going to discuss. 
According to Nye (1979) on behaviourism it is environmental factors that have an important role in influencing behaviour. He feels the learning theory on behaviourism’s focus, is the observable behaviours. Skinner (1948) developed operant condition which is a method of learning when rewarded or punished for behaviours. When using behaviourism in a classroom setting, the focus would be on conditioning the student’s behaviour by using various types of behaviour reinforcements and consequences (Baum, 1994). Mcphillimy (1996) suggests Skinner felt that things as little as praise, a nod with a smile is viewed as a means of positive reinforcement, creating positive attitudes in the likelihood of good behaviour reoccurring (Porter, 2001). For example, an individual starts a new experience with no knowledge of it, the response from the individual decides the consequences that reinforce the positive or negative reaction. Say you go sky diving for example you either like it or you don’t! The views from such height and falling at speed, for the fearless these things would get a positive reaction and they would likely do it again. Those who screamed uncontrollably all the way down would have a negative reaction and are more likely to never want to repeat it. Rewards and punishments are used in a classroom. They can be used to encourage an individual, a group of individuals or to manage them in a learning environment (Fontana,1994). 
 Although not all students will benefit from same reinforcements, Skinner (1948) talks about simple things like a smile will encourage a positive reinforcement yet Wilkinson (2014) pg. 115 talks of an autistic student’s lack of ability to understand feeling’s not being capable of recognising another’s feelings, emotions, anger, smiles etc. ‘When socialisation is required, such as when commencing school, autistic children do not relate in the same way as other children!’ This could cause exclusion for the autistic child.  Although McPhillimy (1996) talks of many different rewards, one being the opportunity to get involved with any preferred activity. This could be a reward for engaging in any activity of no interest to them, encouraging them to still take part in something they dislike or have little interest in, so if the focus is on an individual child the reward process would be adapted, putting the learner and their needs as the focus rather than the whole class, this method works to include all and for both student and teacher as student gets to choose something to do which they like for example ten minutes free reading and the teacher remains in control of the classroom whilst getting the student to complete something apart of the school curriculum. 
Whilst this is used as a reward you could also use this as a punishment, for example, taking something away like ten minutes of play time. Two examples here which would cause a positive and a negative response, the positive meaning they are likely to finish the work they had no interest in and the negative response to losing out on play time, meaning they would be less likely to disobey the teacher and finish their work next time. Skinner’s method of punishments and rewards as consequence to behaviour has a positive effect either way. However, whilst Skinner’s theory of operant conditioning is beneficial to a classroom environment, it is noted by Porter (2000) that his theory in no way helps develop skills needed throughout life such as the lack of promoting creative thinking or problem solving, skills needed to not only help with key transition points throughout school but also into adult hood and the working environment.
Constructivism is a cognitive approach to learning, rather the focus be on the observable behaviour like behaviourism, it is on thinking process. Using reasoning, knowledge is acquired, mainly through perception, imagination, memory activities such as creativity, problem solving and language to help grow in society and to develop personally and academically in a learning environment. Different to behaviourism as the thought is more the internal process rather than external factors (Pond, 2013). Piaget (1936) cognitive development theory is based on four stages, cognitive approach is set into categories due to knowledge and maturity being greater with age, the stages will reflect on the increase on learning as they grow. Phonological methods are used more in the early years according to Bruce (2015) and as each child develops so does their understanding and ability to store knowledge helping with skills throughout life.
 An important source of knowledge these days is internet, according to The United Nations Convention on The Rights of The Child, article 17, ‘children have the right to reliable information from the mass media’ Children have the right to internet access, also this source of learning is beneficial with schools who have developed learning apps. According to Pembrokeshire county council all local schools use the internet for school apps for example one is HWB, it allows children to access work at home, teachers can check the usage and even add things for the students to do at home. Students are given their own log in detail’s which requires a password for safeguarding reasons (GOV.UK). A multisensory approach is the key to process new information according to (Jordan, 1989).  The use of a computer gives multiple ways of learning, auditory, visual and kinaesthetic, the three inputs of processing information. The use of a computer gives you the option to listen, you can see things on the screen and you are also doing something, which could be learning games or even typing. According to Jorden (1989) this method is also used for dyslexia students to help with their processing disability. Cognitive stages develop opportunities and a variety of different ways of learning with age, showing we acquire knowledge as we mature, something Piaget (1936) also feels.
 Social Constructivism’s approach is through interaction with the environment to develop the ability to problem solve, interperate then create new ideas from knowledge already known to the learner, unlike constructivism where the focus of learning is through the process of information the focus is a hand’s on approach (Pond, 2013). Dewey’s education theory (1938) believes that children learn through play and the environment, he felt education was a social process to develop academic growth he did not believe that school was there to prepare for life he believed education is life, (study.com). Similar beliefs to that of Egan who developed The Skilled Helper Model (2013) who also believed in forever learning, through action and exploring to develop skills. According to Dewy (1938) children need to interact with the environment to adapt their skills to learn (study.com). Dewy (1938) believed in two fundamental experiences, continuity and interaction. Experience from past and present influence current situations and experience. 
The aims of The Personal Social Education framework (PSE) is to prepare students for lifelong learning encouraging them to develop their choices to create opportunities and to prepare students for the challenges that may occur with the transition in to adulthood. It also aims to create self-esteem and a sense of responsibility. PSE takes a holistic approach for example, the use of afterschool clubs which involve interaction and experimental approaches which will develop learning whilst promoting positive relationships and building on self-esteem (gov.uk) This method is what Dewy (1938) theory also suggests. Learning through play for younger children and a hands-on approach through interaction with the environment for older. For example, school children do a week or two of work experience, in a job role they may potentially be in when they leave school. It is a chance to do real work for an employer outside the classroom given them a hands-on experience through a hands-on approach. (careerwales.com)       
Theorists have an important role within education, Behaviourism, Constructivism, and social constructivism all play a big role on the development of the students. It is important to remember when using theories inside a classroom that all are evaluated so the one beneficial to you and your students are used (Porter, 2000). Children do have rights to an education as stated by (The United Nations Conventions on The Rights of The Child) and it is important to those around the child to ensure they get the best from education. One thing that these three learning theories have in common is they all put the child as the centre focus (Porter, 2000). 
Whilst the theorists do have different views and ways such as Skinner (1948) feels that through guidance with reinforcements the child will learn to adapt in an environment that is dependent on a positive or negative outcome. Research show reinforcements are beneficial in the classroom but feel Skinners theory alone does not benefit the student, as stated by (Porter, 2000). His theory does not encourage creative thinking or problem solving. Things which will help you develop in to the environment (Pound, 2013). We cannot go thorough life having to be bribed with reinforcements, not having the confidence or ability to speak your opinion in the fear you get the glare look from a care giver or co-worker. If used correctly his method would be good but if abused or over used as Baum (1994) believes is easy, to fall into a trap of miss use.  Causes of concern could arise around mental health issue’s due to low self-esteem and lack of confidence, something which other theorist such as Piaget and Dewy promotes for developing, there may be a risk of skinners theory taking away children’s rights as it certainly wouldn’t follow frameworks guidelines such as PSE.
 Unlike Skinners theory Piaget’s focus is the process of information all which I feel encourages growth and learning to prep an individual for different stages of their life. The focus is more on internal factors rather than external like behaviourism. Piaget’s cognitive theory takes age into account, his theory is a learning approach to help develop the process of information by acquiring knowledge through perception, memory and imagination. Dewey’s (1938) theory is similar work to Piaget’s work, research shows the intention and outcome on both theories to be similar, but the learning is different. Unlike Piaget, the focus is not on the way an individual processes information but more on the different ways there is to learn, Dewy felt that learning through a hands-on approach could encourage a child to make sense of the world around them, developing cognitive and social skills, helping them with new experiences throughout life, promoting theories are useful for lifelong learning.
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