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‘Choose either ‘the beach’ or ‘the woods’ to plan a visit for a group of children. Describe how visiting this location can support learning.’

Introduction 
[bookmark: _GoBack]I have chosen to plan an educational visit to Bishops Wood on the Gower Peninsula, as I am already familiar with the area and have been on visits there previously when I was in primary school. I have fond memories of learning in the woodland and extending my own creative capabilities, so I would like to replicate this for other potential learners. The site offers many opportunities for knowledge of the local area to be developed and encourage learners to get involved in their local community. I decided to choose a woodland and not a beach because I felt that there were more educational opportunities to explore and the site is generally more accessible. 
[image: Image result for bishops wood caswell mumbles]
Learning Environments 
A learning environment needs to be able to stimulate learning via holistic and cognitive approaches and accessible for all ages and genders. The woodland will allow the learners to have freedom to move around socialise while also having the constant opportunity for practical experiences. Montessori (1995) stated that:			“Environments must be rich in motives which lend interest to activity and invite the child to conduct their own experiences”.								This means that there must be many opportunities for the learners to be able to access and create their own activities which can be child initiated. It was also important to Montessori (1995) to create sensory interactive areas which can be multi-cultural and act as home spaces which the learners can feel comfortable in. Malaguzzi (1993) emphasised how when it comes to learning environments we need to think of the school as a living organism. Therefore, children have to feel that each aspect of society is inside the school. Of course, not all learners are the same; each child brings a part of something that’s different into the school. This highlights how learning environments need to be inclusive to be effective in a school setting. The Glossary of Education Reform (2013) stated that there are both indirect and direct learning environments. They also insist that learning environments which occur outdoors with stimulating educational materials could be considered more conducive. As the trip will take place outside, the NHS: Greater Glasgow and Clyde (2017) recommend we take specialist precautions for emotions so I would need to provide a nurturing and supportive environment. In addition, to give the learners pupil voice and a degree of control can make the experience more valuable and the choice of environment more effective. 		Another important aspect is to incorporate as many literacy and numeracy aspects as possible in the learning environment whether it could be working out the biodiversity on small scale or writing a poem on the woodland. Furthermore, Gill, T. (2010) stated that we should allow children to take risks; and through their risk they will develop and build their character and personality. This emphasises the importance of outdoor education as it will improve their personal and social development with others. Additionally, there is scientific evidence from Louv (2010) that implies that direct exposure to the outdoors is essential to a child’s physical and emotional well-being as outdoor learning has been linked to improve children’s cognitive abilities and resistance to negative stresses and depression. 			Dr Lillian Katz is a social constructivist who has looked at the link of a community ethos and providing education and how effective that can be. Katz (2010) This shows us that group work in a well-organised work environment and vastly improve the learners’ social development as well as their subject knowledge and problem solving. 

Aims of Educational Visit 
[image: Image result for bishops wood caswell mumbles]Forest Schools Swansea (2019) states that they try to encourage everyone to respect and actively care for their local natural environment so that they will appreciate the green spaces on their doorsteps and let future generations have those same experiences. This is supported by Donaldson (2015) as he aims to have young people grow to be ethically informed citizens which outdoor educational trips can offer. Loughborough University (2017) stated that Dr Coates and Dr Pimlott-Wilson conducted some research on forest schools which suggest that engaging in a Forest School can supply to the development of collaborative learning skills, by encouraging learners to work with others on challenging outdoor activities. This genre of ‘experiential’ learning also appears to prepare learners for the practical skills and an appreciation for being outdoors. The Welsh Government (2014) have demonstrated that these activities would offer the opportunity for all individuals to contribute to group discussion and allow everyone to take part. Furthermore, for a higher level of thinking the learners will have to reach an agreement independently after considering all options. In the National Literacy and Numeracy Framework, the Welsh Government (2014) have stated that learners in Year 4 are expected to estimate and visualise size when measuring and use the correct units. For the draft curriculum, the Welsh Government (2019) recognises how physical development is closely related with lifelong cognitive development in young people. Therefore, doing more outdoor based educational visits in the community could improve their health and well-being. The aim of the visit will be to raise their awareness of preserving out local environment while also using their own initiatives to create something out of natural materials. Vygotsky (1978) placed much more emphasis and responsibility on the more knowledgeable other to progress the learning and keeping the child in the zone of proximal development.  Forest schools use Piaget and Cook’s theory (1952) by aim to be aware of both of these and attempt to use them to help the learners, and they can provide a wide range of opportunities for children to engage in their schemas.
Choice of location Google Maps (2019)

[image: ]
I chose to organise my woodland trip for Bishop’s Wood in Caswell, Swansea because it is easily accessible for a bus to enter as there is a large car park. Also, there are public toilets onsite which will be open at the time of the trip which we will use before we enter the woodland, during the lunch break and before going on the bus to go home. There is also a café and beach shop onsite so in case the day is particularly hot, and a learner forgets water then there is the opportunity to purchase water there. Swansea Council (2017) have stated how this local nature reserve consists of 46 acres of woodland and limestone grassland and is now a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) and a Special Area of Conservation (SAC). This highlights how much of a valuable and educational experience this could offer the learners as they would be seeing for themselves the types of habitats and woodlands which are just on our doorstep. City and County of Swansea (2010) have produced a leaflet which highlights that this site has a high nature conservation value with a high amount of geological interest. In the event of some wet weather, there is a wooden roundhouse shelter where the learners can take shelter and eat their packed lunches. If the weather is foreseen, then the learners will be advised to bring raincoats and the parents will be asked to apply sun cream before the trip. Furthermore, as it has also a large history and has long been a destination for local people to enjoy they have designated trails on offer for the learners to follow which can be a possible plan if one of the pre-arranged activities is unsuccessful. Another reason for choosing the location is that it offers many opportunities for [image: Related image]skills to be developed which can’t be done in the classroom. 
The Curriculum
Bishops Wood offering a rare and cross-curricular experience. The DCELLS (2008) shows that learners carry out fieldwork in the outdoors to observe and investigate real places and processes. This would promote many geographical skills which might not necessarily be accessible in a classroom. The DCELLS (2009) demonstrated that outdoor learning with Science can result in a better understanding of the factors which the environments depend on, which will result in a greater awareness and concern towards the environment and our local woodland. The Literacy and Numeracy framework written by the Welsh Government (2014) have demonstrated that this educational visit would offer the opportunity for all individuals to contribute to group discussion and allow everyone to take part. Furthermore, working in groups will also improve their personal and social development through socialising with other learners. The Welsh Government (2014) have stated that learners in Year 4 are expected to estimate and visualise size when measuring and use the correct units.	
The Statutory protocols for the trips will be for a member of staff of the trip to be first aid trained, and they will carry the medication for certain individuals. There will also be waterproof sheeting which will be put on the ground of the wooden roundhouse in case there is a need for shelter, and the learners should also be allowed to leave their lunch boxes there as well. The learners will be debriefed before entering the woodland that they should not pick flowers or leaves that are still attached to plants, and only to use those that are already on the woodland floor. Parents will have to provide packed lunches unless the learners are eligible for free school meals and in that case the canteen will have to be made aware beforehand, so they can prepare a packed lunch.
Age of Children 
[image: Image result for bishops wood caswell mumbles]The learners which I will be taking on this educational trip will be from a Year 4 class, so they will be aged eight-nine years old. The learners school is situated in Swansea approximately 15 minutes bus journey to Bishops Wood (Appendix 5). I decided to take a Year 4 class because I felt they would be able to get involved in the imaginative nature of the activity and become fully engaged. Also, they are at a certain level of maturity, so they could possibly maintain some level of independence with each individual activity. In the class, there is one learner who requires a wheelchair, and this will be sorted as the school will have access to a special outdoor wheelchair, so the all activities will be accessible to all learners. There will be two learners with Additional Learning Needs, so I have decided to bring another member of staff who can manage these two learners and help them get involved in all activities. The National Autistic Society (2016) recommends telling the learners they will be entering a new environment could minimise the chances of the learner experiencing hypersensitivity to smells, touch, sound and sight. This could also allow them to have the same experience as the other learners, but the additional member of staff is there to withdraw them to a quieter area if it becomes too overwhelming for them. 
Prior to the Visit 
Before the visit takes place, there will be a consent form (Appendix 1) given to parents in advance making them aware of the plans and timings. They will need to have sun cream applied by the parents beforehand and bring a bottle of water (Appendix 3). However, in case of the extreme, the learners may need to bring a raincoat and waterproof boots and make the parents aware that their school uniform might get dirty but that is a part of the learning experience (Appendix 2). There will be 30 learners and five members of staff on the trip, to supervise activities and ensure all learners return be safely. For the staffing arrangement, there will be one leading member of staff who will lead the class and take evidence for assessment of the trip using iPads, and then there will be a member of staff to supervise the learner who required a wheelchair. Furthermore, there will be another member of staff who will oversee the two learners who have additional learning needs. Prior to the visit, the leaners will be looking at the theme of woodland and will have worked through a poem collectively, so they will be prepared for the Treasure Hunt activity. Furthermore, we will also be looking at the definition of Biodiversity and how we will approach working out the Biodiversity for the local environment of Bishops Wood. This visit will be a celebration of the theme in a cross-curricular nature and allow all learners to get involved in the sensory nature of the woodland, and this will be in line with Donaldson (2015) four purposes. A risk assessment will be done before hand to assess the potential risks and how we can minimise any major incidents but recognise that risk is a requirement to build resilience in the learners (Appendix 2). Furthermore, Appendix 4 shows a list of equipment which the staff will be required to take on the trip.
	Class Teacher
	Take photographic evidence of the visit/ Carry medication for learners

	Mrs A
	Assistant for learner who requires wheelchair

	Mr B
	Assistant for learners with ALN

	Miss C
	Supervise Group 1 (Ten Learners)

	Mr D
	Supervise Group 2 (Ten Leaners)

	Mrs E
	Supervise Group 3 (Ten Learners)


During the Visit
The aim of the visit will be for the learners to undergo a carousel of activities with core and non-core subject focus to give each learner the opportunity to excel in their own interest. But also improve in subjects which certain individuals may not be comfortable with, so they will approach it in a group setting which should improve their confidence. The activities will act in a rotating carousel, so all learners will get a chance to experience each activity. The theme which will have been covered in advance will be Woodlands in the local community. They will have previously been looking at a poem in class which will inspire the treasure hunt and increase their enthusiasm and understanding when it comes to the clues which will overall reduce their dependency on the teacher.
	
	10 am
	11am
	Lunch
	1am

	Group 1
	Treasure hunt
	Making an Elf Garden
	(Meet at the Roundhouse)
	Biodiversity

	Group 2
	Making an Elf Garden
	Biodiversity
	‘’
	Treasure Hunt

	Group3
	Biodiversity
	Treasure Hunt
	‘’
	Making an Elf Garden


Treasure Hunt
One of the activities will be a literacy-based activity were there will be a treasure hunt with clues in glass jars around the woodland. They will have read a woodland poem in advance. The learners will then follow clues which will then lead to a clearing where they will get a prize. This element of competition and imagination should engage the learners and increase their enthusiasm. The ESDGC themes which are applied here are the Natural Environment and Climate Change due to the fact that learners will be exploring the natural environment which will hopefully allow us to increase their empathy towards the environment. One of the assessments for learning will be giving the teacher a “5 finger rating” at the start to establish that they understand the activity. Also, photographs will be taken throughout as evidence of what the learners have created and the process which they undertook. 
Biodiversity 
Another activity will have a numeracy focus and the learners will have to work out the biodiversity of vegetative species, based on estimation using plastic squares to map a small area and estimate the percentage covering an area of land and record their findings. The ESDGC themes would be Natural Environment because we are working out the biodiversity of the area. Therefore, this will make them more informed and educated about our local area making them well-rounded individuals. One Assessment for learning will be clapping or using a whistle to gain their attention as the learners will be investigating different areas of land. All learners will have a table to record their findings and then we will bring them together back in the classroom.
Making an Elf Garden
The final activity will be in relation to creative development as the learners will have to find a patch of bare earth and create an elves garden. They can then build a fence by sticking a row of short sticks into the ground and make a rockery with tiny stones. The learners must remember not to pick things that are still growing on trees or plants. Only collect and use leaves, twigs, flowers, fruits, nuts and seeds that have already fallen to the ground. The learners must be made aware that they need to remember not to leave anything made with string and glue behind in the woods as it may harm the wildlife if they eat it. The ESDGC themes which apply include climate change as we will actively be looking for natural materials to build the garden. The Assessment for Learning will be Think, Pair, share as the learners will be working initially as individuals and then uniting all of their ideas to complete the task. This promotes skills such as compromise and maturity as the learners will have to change or even lose their ideas to benefit the team.
The activities will conclude at 2pm and a plenary of all the activities will take place, and the learners will showcase their work to the rest of the class. They will also possibly demonstrate why they decided to do certain things and materials. Then we will discuss why is it important to leave the environment in the state that we left it and to clear up any rubbish or unnatural materials which we have brought. We will be on the bus by 2:30pm to return to school in time (Appendix 5). 
Post Visit 
When we return to the classroom, the class will first verbally discuss what occurred over the educational visit and their favourite parts and what they learned from the visit. Then the learners will be tasked to create a leaflet on Bishop’s Wood using persuasive language to attract visitors. They will have to specify the location and describe the activities they took part in, and also say why is it important to look after our local environment by not leaving litter or causing unnecessary damage to habitats and vegetation. A copy of the leaflets will be put into a portfolio booklet, so the parents and learners can look at their work and this will also displace photographic evidence of the visit. The Welsh Government (2014) have said that this task would allow the learners to adapt what they have written to the purpose and reader. Therefore, they must be aware that they need to choose appropriate words such as descriptive and persuasive language.
Another activity which could be very beneficial could be the learners writing letters to Swansea Council on how they could improve the area and preserve it for future generations. The Welsh Government (2014) showed that Year 4 learners are expected to be able to organise their own writing into a logical sequence by beginning to use paragraphs. Additionally, they also specified that using subject specific vocabulary independently can make the letter more effective. 
[image: Image result for bishops wood caswell mumbles]A final activity will be for all learners to bring their findings on biodiversity together and work out which species has the highest biodiversity in the area. We will be assessing multiple skills such as teamwork and complex numeracy both written and mental methods.

Conclusion
In conclusion, taking learners on educational visits regularly, especially in outdoor environments, can make the learners overall experience of the theme more valuable. This reinforces that the learning environment can greatly influence a childs learning via cross-curricular and differentiated activities and resources. This is evident in Donaldson’s draft curriculum when talking about Health and Wellbeing, in Welsh Government (2019) they speak about how physical and stimulating activities can help learners explore the connections between life experiences, mental and emotional well-being.  In Donaldson’s Successful Futures (2015) document he emphasised that the next generation need to show their commitment to the sustainability of the planet so doing many outdoor activities need to be undertaken to ensure this. 
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