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	SCHOOL OF APPLIED COMPUTING 

MINUTES OF THE SCHOOL STAFF STUDENT MEETING HELD AT 3.00 PM ON THURSDAY, 18 NOVEMBER 2015 IN MH503, MOUNT PLEASANT CAMPUS, SWANSEA 



PRESENT:  	Professor Ian Wells: Chair/Head of School			
	Dr Kemi Ademoye
	Mr Andrew Baker
	Mr Tim Bashford
	Dr Carlene Campbell
	Mr Gordon Dickers
	Dr Glenn Jenkins
	Ms Sue Maw
	Dr Kapilan Radhakrishnan
	Ms Gaynor Thomas
	Mr Mike Vanstone
	Mr Archie Watt
	Dr Nik Whitehead
	Mr James Williams
	Ms Mabrouka Abuhmida

	Student Representatives
	
	Micea Radu Serban Dobrau	Y1 BSc Hons Web Development
	Simon Downs 		Y2 MComp Computer Networks
	Essam Farrag	MSc Applied Computing
	Aidon Harris	HND Software Engineering
	Brandon Lewis	Y2 MComp Computer Networks
	Richard Martin	Y2 BSc Hons Web Development
	Sam Mounter	Y1 BSc Hons Computer Graphics & Visualisation
	Cerys Nickels	Y1 BSc Hons Software Engineering
	Luke Rees	HND Business Information Technology
	Rhys Richards	Y2 BSc Hons Computer Games Development
	Kazuaki Ieuan Roach	Y3 BSc Hons Software Engineering
	Evan Smith	Y1 BSc Hons Computer Games Development
	Aaron Yates	Y3 BSc Hons Web Development
	
			
IN ATTENDANCE:  	Miss Christine Lucas: 	Servicing Officer

	
Minute

	
Main Discussion Points
	
Action Points
	
Timescale

	UNRESERVED MATTERS

	01.15
Welcome and apologies

	Apologies for absence were RECEIVED from student representatives, two Students’ Union representatives and the Faculty student representative.  There was also one apology from one staff member.

	
	

	02.15
Terms of Reference

	The Chair outlined the purpose, Terms of Reference, membership and the monitoring, evaluating and reviewing of this Committee.  It was REPORTED that the scope is outlined in 3.5 and 3.6 of the Academic Quality Handbook.

	
	

	03.15
Matters arising from Annual Reviews/Boards of Study and/or Staff Student Committees










	a. Reports from Annual Programme Reviews
After explaining the process of the APRs, the Chair REPORTED that work on these are still ongoing.  

b. Reports from Programme Level Staff Student meetings

It was REPORTED that independent student space is needed for study skills support and should be added to Moodle.

It was REPORTED that Qualnet software cannot yet be accessed in the open access lab.
The Chair REPORTED that a written report from Beverley Holland will be added as an addendum to the minutes after the meeting.

	
GT/GJ to arrange

IW & KR to chase IT
	ASAP

ASAP

	04.15
Matters arising from Student Questionnaires









	a. National Student Survey (NSS) Action Plan 2015
The Chair presented a written internal report on SoAC NSS 2015 headlines outlining positive and not so positive areas.  A written report was also presented on the NSS key messages specifically for SoAC students and reiterated the importance of completing the survey and the benefits that can be achieved for students and the University in general.

The Chair REPORTED that the only communication available for staff to contact students is via email and therefore advised students to check their email accounts regularly.  He REPORTED that work is ongoing with MyDay for a more robust communication system.

	
	

	05.15
Items linked to resources that affect the learning and teaching experiences within the School












	a. School Resource Report

The Chair REPORTED on the School’s allocation of resources process and the difference between what is spent from capital and revenue budgets.
	
b. The SA1 Pilot Room – MBG06

The Chair REPORTED that this pilot room is now ready to be used and urged students (and staff) to look at it.  A student representative REPORTED that the room is very spacious.  It was explained to student the purpose of this pilot room.

c. NEW student study area – MH313a

The Chair presented a diagram outlining the layout of this area and REPORTED that a lot of money has been spent on this after a request from students last academic year to have a designated study area as opposed to using the common room which should be used for socialising.  This area will include spaces for individual and group study.

The following points were CONSIDERED:

· Availability of Wifi and that a response from IT is still awaited.
· Availability of printer to save students going to use the library printer and that a response from IT is still awaited.
· Availability of water cooler and that a response from Estates is still awaited.
	














Chair to chase IT and Estates 
	














ASAP

	06.15
Reports from Student Representatives (Student Representative to give a report on issues raised by students on their courses) / Feedback on issues raised












	It was REPORTED that there has been a change of student representative on the HND courses.

It was REPORTED that there have been software issues and the Chair requested that a list be forwarded to Programme Directors to pre-identify what resources are going to be required. It was confirmed that this matter will be discussed at the School Board meeting next week and a timescale will be defined then


Comments raised for consideration:

a. When exam timetables will be ready for students


b. When licence will be activated for Microsoft project

c. Lack of attendance from students on the BSc Computer Graphics & Visualisation programme it was noted that attendance is usually worse in Year 1/9.00am classes always poorly attended/impact of timetable changes on Moodle

d. Printer access

e. Replacement of bulb in room 305

It was REPORTED by a Students’ Union representative that there are discounted Ospreys v Blues rugby tickets for sale at £10 each.
	



PDs to pre-identify resources






Chair to chase Registry


Staff to email LC copying in IW re issues

[bookmark: _GoBack]To include as agenda items at next week’s School Board meeting to determine strategy

IW to chase IT for requested printer

JW to contact Estates



	


To be decided at next week’s School Board 




27 Nov 15


ASAP







ASAP


ASAP


	08.15
Items linked to the academic work of the School




















	a. Standardised assignment and feedback forms

The Chair circulated the standardised assignment and feedback forms for information amongst staff and student representatives and explained the importance of the standardisation with regard to quality of the marking criteria and student feedback.

b. Report on Integrated Masters courses

The Chair REPORTED that there is still time for Years 2 and 3 students to transfer onto the Intergrated Masters course but submissions should arrive before the end of term.  This opportunity is normally only available to Year 2 students but the offer is extended to Year 3 students for one year only.

c. Update on the year in industry scheme and work placements

The Chair REPORTED that there are opportunities for Year 2 students to transfer for one year into a work placement relevant to their course where they would earn a salary and would have the experience to put on their CV.

It was CONSIDERED whether Integrated Masters students would be afforded the same opportunity but it was REPORTED that student funding implications have yet to be investigated.  It was REPORTED that if anyone is interested to talk to their tutor who will find out more information.
	
	

	09.15
Any Other Business



	A member of staff advised that there are plenty of empty folders in MH508 where students are welcome to help themselves.

The Chair REPORTED that feedback to the action points in this meeting will be published on the screen on the 3rd floor in due course.

	
	

	10.15
Date of next meeting
	To be confirmed.
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