
© American School of Classical Studies at Athens

hesperia 91  (2022)
Pages 211–250

THE GRAVE OF THE 

GRIFFIN WARRIOR AT 

PYLOS

Const ruct ion, B ur ial, and 

Af t er mat h

A B S T RAC T

The circumstances of the discovery, stratigraphy, and construction of the grave 

of the Griffin Warrior were described briefly in 2016 as an introduction to 

a detailed presentation of the four gold rings found inside it. Here the “life 

history” of the grave is considered fully. As a sealed context, the grave of the 

Griffin Warrior also provides a key dated context for many classes of artifact, 

the chronologies of which have not hitherto been well defined. Because of its 

importance in this regard, supporting evidence is presented that the Griffin 

Warrior was buried in Late Helladic IIA and that the burial deposit in the 

grave lay undisturbed after Late Helladic IIA.

Several years ago we reported the excavation of the grave of the Griffin 
Warrior (2015 and 2016).1 In those reports we related how we found the 
grave in May 2015, on the first day of renewed excavations by the University 
of Cincinnati at the site where Carl Blegen and Konstantinos Kourouniotis 
had begun to uncover the Palace of Nestor in 1939. We briefly described 
the construction of the grave and discussed its date as an introduction to a 
detailed presentation of four gold rings. Excavations since have continued 
in the olive grove where the grave was found, on the acropolis of the Pal-
ace of Nestor, and, notably, also in a newly acquired field to the northeast, 
where in 2018 we discovered two previously unknown Mycenaean tholos 
tombs (Fig. 1).

1. Davis and Stocker 2016. For fur-
ther reports, see Stocker and Davis 2017, 
2020; Davis and Stocker 2018. McNa-
mee is principal geoarchaeologist and 
Vitale principal ceramic analyst for the 
Palace of Nestor Excavations (PONEX). 
Karkanas, director of the Wiener 
Laboratory of the American School of 
Classical Studies at Athens (ASCSA), 
consults for PONEX in geoarchaeologi-
cal matters. Stocker and Davis codirect 

PONEX, which operates under a permit 
awarded to the ASCSA by the Hellenic 
Ministry of Culture and Sports. We are 
extremely grateful to Flint Dibble and 
Hüseyin Öztürk for their role in helping 
to organize the 2015 season, and to 
Denitsa Nenova and John Wallrodt for 
contributing their technical and archae-
ological expertise to the project. We 
thank Flint for facilitating our use of the 
program EDM Windows, written by his 

father, Harold L. Dibble, and Shannon 
P. McPherron: https://www.oldstoneage 
.com/osa/tech/edmwin/. Jennifer Ste-
phens and Arthur Stephens were prin-
cipal photographers, and Tina Ross was 
chief illustrator. We also thank Lynne 
Schepartz for her preliminary analysis 
of the skeleton of the Griffin Warrior. 
Assistance from Cristiano Putzuoli and 
Michael Loy has been invaluable more 
recently for the compilation of this 
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