An Essay on Three theorists and how their theories relate to each other.
Methods and approaches to teaching have been greatly influenced throughout the years by theorists and their theories on education, during this essay I will attempt to go into depth into three theorist’s that have influenced our educational system and how their theories link, what they have in common with each other and what influenced them to develop their theories. 
Theorists Piaget, Vygotsky and Bruner.
Jean Piaget was a swiss biologist (1896-1980) whose theory on constructivism allowed theorists to consider cognitive development/ learning as a process. He didn’t see children as a blank slate he saw them as seeking to make sense of the world through interaction with the environment. His theory asserted that humans produce knowledge and form understanding established upon their life experiences. (Aubrey and Riley2019 pg. 39-54)
 Lev Vygotsky a Russian psychologist was born in 1896. He is often referred to as the “Mozart of Psychology” because, similarly to the famous composer, Vygotsky developed several different theories in a short time, exhibiting his inventiveness. unfortunately, his life was prematurely ended by tuberculosis at the young age of 38 leaving many of his theories incomplete. Unfortunately, Vygotsky’s books were not translated into English until many years after his death and the translation of his theory may not be 100% accurate. He wrote his theory developed on Piaget’s idea. His theory of “social constructivism” differed in that he believed that the environment and social interaction as well their culture and interaction with others were fundamental to this process. (Aubrey and Riley2019 pg.55-61)
 Jerome Bruner an American psychologist began his life in 1915 and still active today his theory on social constructivism named the “modelling and structuring of the learning environment scaffolding” and that scaffolding was vital within the process of mental development and that cultural and social connections played a massive role within this. He believed that “to learn a given skill one had to be equipped with other prerequisite skills”. (Hammersley-fletcher, Lowe and Pugh 2006 pg.27) 
 
When looking at what influenced these theorist’s cherry (2019) tells us that Piaget spent the space of a year working within a boy’s institution created by Alfred Binet who is known for developing the first IQ test. Piaget was known to have taken part in scoring these tests while he worked there and it was this that led him to deduce that children learn in a different way to adults. This observation stimulated his interest into comprehending how knowledge develops during childhood and launched his ideas into his theory.
By Looking at what Vygotsky was influenced by we can see that Hansen-Reid (2001) states that Vygotsky was Jewish and lived in Gomel near Moscow because of this his life was restricted because of Russia being under Communist rule, as it was for all Jews at this time. He was brought up to care for his younger seven siblings and as he was Jewish, he was unable to become the teacher that he wanted to be. During this time, he experienced the extremes of civil war and famine this experience in itself must have influenced his writings as he wanted to make the lives of children better. Along with this is the information that his tutor growing up was Solomon Ashpiz a mathematician who was a known revolutionist who had spent time in exile. He was also influenced by Paget’s writings themselves and the combination of events and knowledge started his research into his theory.
Bruner’s experience in working within Harvard as a professor and co-founder/director of the centre of cognitive studies alongside Leo postman, as a researcher his studies influenced his ideas, looking into the capacity of strategies in the development of human cognition and then cognitive development of children and what appropriate forms of education might be. He was heavily influenced by writers such as Vygotsky and became condemnatory of the then “cognitive revolution” and wanted to change it by “building a cultural psychology” this developed his theory into social constructivism “scaffolding”. (Smith 2002)
All three theories come under the title of constructivism/social constructivism and are based on child development. When looking at the three theory’s in detail all three are similar but differ in focus, “Bruner concentrates on the environment”, “Piaget on meaningful learning” and “Vygotsky on social interaction” but all three concur that “cognitive development” is firmly tied to social context this being the important factor that ties the process of constructing knowledge together. Another similarity is that they all agree that a young person’s cogitation functions psychologically differ from that of an adult. (Reference.com 2019)
One difference in the theories can be seen when looking at Aubrey and Riley (2019 pg.42-43) where it discusses Piaget strongly believing in children going through set “age-related stages” of cognitive development that have to be accomplished before they can move onto the next. But in Grey and Macblain (2015 pg.5) Vygotsky is said to have a differing opinion to Piaget he believed that learning can come before understanding and that “each child is born with basic cognitive functions” that are yet unlearned. Vygotsky stated that “every function in a children’s cultural development appears first at a social level so children can perform certain tasks in social settings with the help of others” (Noddings 2012)
Hryniewicz (2007 pg. 103-104) tells us that Bruner also had “fundamental disagreements” with Paget’s “age-related concepts of critical learning periods” he “accepted that learning is an active process” and that together “language and interaction“ was critical but his perspective was that “anything could be taught to a child at any stage of development providing it was structured and presented at the right level and in the correct way”.
Another difference is that all of them believed in different factors being the “key”.  Piaget believed that going through the “four stages of cognition” and achieving “Equilibrium between new and existing knowledge was the key to cognitive development” whereas Vygotsky believed that the way we speak and think are key as children develop through “social interactions” such as talking and playing together. While Bruner states that the “Environment is the key” because learning occurs through investigation of objects. (Reference.com 2019)
A third difference is that Piaget’ theory of constructivism focused more on the self-initiated discovery, (Bosanquet, Radford and Webster 2016 pg.25) whereas Vygotsky’s theory Emphasised more on Social factors such as and Cultural tools such as numbers, symbol’s, pictures and language. (Graf and Birch 2009 pg.7) and Bruner’s theory focused on language and the importance of how this affects cognition stating that “It is vital to any fruition of a child for teachers to identify the differences between adult language and the language used by children and adapt to suite age” by using the "scaffolding" method of communication which is directed towards making tasks easier by taking smaller steps for younger children. (TeAncology 2019):
When looking at how these theories have influenced education each one has played its part in pushing forward improvements in education and giving new ideas for research into what is best for children’s welfare and early years practice. Cognitive development theory’s such as Piaget’s made a significant contribution into early years practice giving support towards the notion of play being a vital activity to promote learning in children and emphasising the gravity of an “enabling environment” to develop towards children’s active enquiry and learning. Vygotsky also influenced early years education adding the element of social interaction into play encouraging active partners in learning and the relevance of “significant objects such as books and toys” being important tools to develop relationships and culturally specific practices being incorporated into school all of which help to develop skills, knowledge and attitudes to learning.  Bruner’s theory brought forward the notion of a “spiral” curriculum within early years education giving children choice and creating opportunities to experience new exciting environments and objects that stimulate vocabulary and creative play (Allen and Gordon 2011 pg. 1,749)
Policies
These three theories and theorists also have had a great influence on school educational policies, for instance the “Plowden Report” in England in 1967 which promotes Discovery learning. (Unknown, N, 2016) stating:
“At the heart of the educational process lies the child. No [changes to these processes can] have their desired effect unless they are in harmony with the nature of the child unless they are fundamentally acceptable to him … Individual differences between children of the same age are so great that any class, however homogenous it seems, must always be treated as a body of children needing individual and different attention” (Plowden report 1969)
 (EPPE)” The Effective Provision of Pre-School Education” (1997-2003) study by the DfEE. As well as “The Early Years Foundation Stage Statutory Framework” (EYFS 2014) both stressed the “critical importance” of the quality of the environment, socialising with other children and having qualified adults. (Mathias, 2019)
And let’s not forget the new 2020 curriculum which no doubt has been influenced by these and many other theorists.
 
Conclusion 
When looking at education it is clear to see how far we have come, and how much theorists and theories have helped, to develop education. Helping to develop an inclusive and person-centred approach to education allows ALL children the opportunity of an education which wasn’t possible years ago due to a lack of knowledge. Our education system is constantly growing and changing along with developments into special needs and how children think and develop, but it still has a long way to go. I hope that this new education system that will start in 2020 will move us forward into a golden era of education which will help develop strong, independent and inquisitive children of all abilities who are happier and more enthusiastic with their education. 
“What a child can do in cooperation today he can do alone tomorrow. Therefore, the only good kind of instruction Is that which marches ahead of development and leads it.” (Palma and Dolya, 2004)
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