
Does the existence of evil provide compelling evidence to support 
the claim that God does not exist? 
 

 

If we are going to even attempt to answer the question “Does, the existence of Evil provide 
compelling evidence to support the claim that God does not exist,” then we first need to 
ascertain “what/who is Evil” and “what/ who is God”? Understanding the word Evil is 
difficult and will mean something different to each of us. The word itself is particularly 
ambiguous and can present itself in various forms. Natural Evil (naturally occurring e.g., 
earthquakes and floods), Physical Evil (bodily pain and mental anguish) and Metaphysical 
Evil(imperfections), I however would not classify any of these as Evil, more of bad, sad, or 
unfortunate. The only type of Evil, that I would be content with using the word Evil for, 
would be Moral Evil (wilfully perpetrated by people). Horrific events happen but when a 
person wilfully carries these out, then there is, in these instances only one word, Evil. The 
act of one stubbing one's toe is painful, but that is it, simply painful. However, the horrific 
murder of 37 innocent people (many children) in Thailand on 5th October 2022(Aljazeera 7th 
October 2022 online) surely can only be classed as true evil. We also need to define what we 
understand by the meaning of God, if it is the white bearded man[sic] in the sky, then I 
question why such a divine being would be human, surely this is rather audacious of us to 
believe that we in turn are so superior that we resemble a God. Irenaeus said, “Humans are 
made first in the image (the potential to achieve moral perfection) and then in the likeness 
of God (achieving moral perfection)” (Irenaeus 130-202). This can be questioned, as we 
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