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Introduction
The chosen subject area for this report will be education, and how the recent global pandemic has affected mature students, in the UK during 2020 and 2021. The research conducted is relevant and justified as the global pandemic is yet to end, and the researcher would like to gain better knowledge and understanding of who was affected when the campuses were closed and whether the switch to online learning affected their performance and overall grades. “The COVID-19 pandemic has created the largest disruption of education systems in human history, affecting nearly 1.6 billion learners in more than 200 countries. Closures of schools, institutions and other learning spaces have impacted more than 94% of the world’s student population. This has brought far-reaching changes in all aspects of our lives. Social distancing and restrictive movement policies have significantly disturbed traditional educational practices.” (A Literature Review on Impact of COVID-19 Pandemic on Teaching and Learning - Sumitra Pokhrel, Roshan Chhetri, 2021, 2021)” The aim of this research proposal is to identify whether student’s grades were affected by the pandemic, and whether the resources available to them online were sufficient to continue with their chosen education learning path. The data collection for the purpose of this report will be that of surveys, sending surveys electronically to student that are still in learning and those that have graduated or left. Collecting data by the form of surveys offers participants limited response options will give a clear understanding of the effect of Covid-19. This data collection technique is called quantitative research.” Quantitative data is information about quantities, and therefore numbers, and qualitative data is descriptive, and regards phenomenon which can be observed but not measured, such as language. (Mcleod, 2021).
The questions that will be used in this data collection exercise will be:
· Age 
· Gender
· What institution did you study at?
· What year of your course were you studying when the institutional closures began?
· Did you find the transition from face-to-face learning to online learning difficult?
· Do you believe that you could have achieved a better grade had you had more face-to-face learning?
· Were there sufficient resources available to help complete your course?
· Did you complete your chosen course?
· Were you able to use a computer to a high standard prior to Covid-19?
· Would you study again given the choice during a global pandemic?
The questions should give an accurate reflection of how students were affected by Covid-19. The survey will be sent to around seventy students, with the hope that at least fifty will complete it to gain a better understanding of the effect that Covid 19 had on mature students.







Methodological approach:
“Methodology refers to the overarching strategy and rationale of your research project. It involves studying the methods used in your field and the theories or principles behind them, in order to develop an approach that matches your objectives.” (How to Write a Research Methodology in Four Steps, 2021)
The chosen research method for the report will be that of quantitative data collection rather than qualitative. Qualitative data collection techniques involve conducting interviews and tend to collect open sets of data rather than sets of data specific and accurate to the subject. Qualitative data collection technique involves studying the given answers several times to determine the outcome.” Qualitative data is defined as non-numerical data, such as text, video, photographs or audio recordings. This type of data can be collected using diary accounts or in-depth interviews, and analyzed using grounded theory or thematic analysis.” (Mcleod, 2021)
Quantitative data offers “A broader study can be made, involving more subjects and enabling more generalization of results. Objectivity and accuracy: Few variables are involved as data relates to close-ended information.” (Mander and Mander, 2021)
Quantitative data collection techniques allow the researcher to cover a wider audience, and the process of presenting findings is much easier and efficient, all questions asked for the purpose of the report will have a set of four answers all of which will be relevant to the data that the researcher wishes to collect.
Questionnaires or surveys will be the preferred method used to gather data, there as several advantages to using this data collection method. During the current, pandemic a survey can be sent to participants by email, no need for face to face communication. The researcher can reach a greater number of participants, and there is little cost involved in sending out electronic surveys. Using this method also increases the security, the data will all be stored electronically on a device that is secure, and password protected. There are some disadvantages to this collection method, hackers, leak of information and access to an electronic device although most people own one these days. 
Purposive sampling would be the best method used for this research task.” Purposive sampling, also known as judgmental, selective, or subjective sampling, is a form of non-probability sampling in which researchers rely on their own judgment when choosing members of the population to participate in their surveys.” (Purposive Sampling 101 | SurveyGizmo Blog, 2021) There would be no point in distributing surveys to students that had finished their studies five years ago, as this would not give accurate data with regards to the effect of Covid 19.
“Convenience sampling differs from purposive sampling in that expert judgment is not used to select a representative sample of elements.” (Convenience Sampling - SAGE Research Methods, 2021) this style of sampling would not be suitable for this type of data research, and will create issues when trying to process data, removing participants that are not relevant to the data ranges the researches wishes to explore. 



The collection process.
1. Identify the research subject.
2. Do some preliminary research on chosen subject.
3. Plan, timescale to allow for responses.
4. Identify you target audience.
5. Decide on a relevant research method, questionnaire, interview. This will depend on the data required for the designated project (quantitative, Qualitative)
6. Create questionnaire ensuring that all data is justified and relevant.
7. Get consent from participants.
8. Inform participants on what the data received will be used for, how it will be destroyed once the research project is complete.
9. Send out questionnaire.
10. Await results from surveys.
11. Analise results and display in chosen form, graphs, tables, etc
12. Thank participants for taking part.
13. Destroy all data that has been collected when it is no longer needed.
By following the steps above the researcher can ensure that all steps have been covered and that they can achieve the best sets of data available.
To comply with data ethics “You should use a locked storage container such as a filing cabinet in a locked office for paper-based personal data; for digital data, password-protected or, preferably, encrypted storage.” (Research ethics and data protection, 2021) Ensuring the security of participants is essential this is Governed by the Data protection Law and is a punishable offence. One way of given participants an extra sense of security is by not asking any personal questions that can be used to identify them directly, for example, name, address, DOB. Minimizing data that can identify a person protects their identity.

Planned Data Analysis and Presentation:
The data will be captured by using Microsoft Forms. The questionnaire will be created on Form and then a unique web address will be distributed to participants. When the participants complete the survey, the results are stored electronically on Office 365, the data then needs to be cleaned ensuring only relevant data is kept. The data collected can then be exported to Microsoft excel to manage the collected data with ease. Using this programme, the researcher can compare data sets based on the search criteria entered, graphs tables and pie charts can be used to display the extracted data with ease.
“Data Analysis is a process of collecting, transforming, cleaning, and modeling data with the goal of discovering the required information. The results so obtained are communicated, suggesting conclusions, and supporting decision-making. The terms Data Modeling and Data Analysis mean the same”. (Data Analysis - Process - Tutorialspoint, 2021)
Once the mythology of data collection and analysis has been completed findings can be presented in one of the three ways:as text, in tabular form; or in graphical form.


The budget
There is no cost to completing this research project, all surveys will be digitally sent to participants and received back from them, eliminating any cost to the researcher or participant.


Time chart.

	Research timeline
	 
	 
	 
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Task 
	Task description
	Start Date 
	Finish date 
	Duration

	1
	Choose subject
	31/10/2021
	02/11/2021
	3

	2
	Primary research
	10/11/2021
	14/11/2021
	3

	3
	Draw proposal
	15/11/2021
	20/11/2021
	5

	4
	Secondary Research
	10/12/2021
	15/12/2021
	5

	5
	Design, produce and distribute questionnairs
	02/01/2022
	05/01/2022
	3

	6
	Analyse data from questionnaire
	10/03/2022
	14/03/2022
	4

	7
	Compare Primary research and questionnaire results
	15/03/2022
	25/03/2022
	10

	8
	Present findings
	31/03/2022
	31/03/2022
	1
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