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Over the course of this module, I have learnt about creating my own music, writing my own monologues, and collaborating with others. I have also realised that this is a career path I am leaning towards and would like to explore further. For the end of this module, we devised a piece of theatre, a forty-minute piece that brought together our music and acting skills. There were monologues, written by us which were supported by music that we composed. We each had instruments of our own as well.
My instruments
I played the electric guitar, clarinet, ukulele, and the melodica during the performance. Before this module, my strongest instrument was the electric guitar, so I felt excited to explore new things and try more challenging work. I have never used my electric guitar in academic work before, so I felt unprepared and did not know what to expect. But now reflecting on the module, I feel confident with playing my guitar in a performance setting. I played clarinet throughout comprehensive school for six years. I got to grade two but then covid interrupted my progress to carry on. Since then, I have put it away and have not really played. This module was an opportunity to play again and has made me happy to continue learning and playing the clarinet. Because of this module I feel it is an instrument that I will continue to develop. For my character in this performance, I used my guitar as a comfort blanket, my character used it in a way of comfiting my character and comforting other characters. Whereas the clarinet allowed me character to be more open and vulnerable to the other characters that I was not as close to. For example, I used the guitar mostly when I was interacting with Rosie and Alex’s characters. 
The story of my character
The performance was set in a newly founded music band/ society rehearsal.  My character was an original member of the society, so she is comfortable with the set up that we had around. The development of my character was actually quite interesting. The process started with all of us going into little groups and brainstorming about things we would want to take from this module and what we wanted it to be about. Then we had to narrow them down and write them all on to one piece of paper. And narrowed them down into groups. We had to pick one of the subjects, I picked Mental health. So, I had an idea and wrote a monologue about a person experiencing a panic attack. A panic attack about remembering a past event. I thought I would be able to challenge myself when writing this monologue with knowing what it feels like to have a panic attack. I wanted to show how the inner thoughts of what goes through your head during that moment. I know a lot of people that go through this, so it was important for me to write about it.
The second monologue I wrote was about who am I and growing up, I mixed these two topics together. It was all about someone not knowing who they are because of there worries about friendships and when they were younger. “When you were younger you wouldn’t have a care in the world. And now your older you care about what people think and you care about people’s opinions”. This is a line from the monologue. This play was about us. And what it is like to be us. So, coming from a personal place and feeling, I found it incredibly hard to write and listen to these monologues without tearing up. 

Throughout the process my character kept changing. From example, they started out being quiet and never said anything to anyone. Then my character becomes quite passive aggressive with nearly everyone (other than Rosie’s character) as well with herself. In the next stages of development, the character became a bit of a follower at the start of the play then realises that she does actually have friends and can trust people now, and have people rely on her. This was the final version of the character I chose to portray. Throughout this process I used Uta Hargen six steps. (…) I found them very useful to build my character. And the question that stuck out at me the most was, what do I want? So, what was my objective? And my character’s objective was gaining trust from people, realising its okay to trust. Also, they want to be able to make mistakes without the fear of judgement. It was important to know my objective as it allowed me dive deeper into the character I created. 
Devising the (Ghostbusters) duolog with Rosie was one of my favourite moments in this rehearsal process. Adding loads of things into this duolog that mean a lot to us physically and verbally. From having Ghostbusters suits on! I sawed and made that custom by buying the boiler suit and the patches separately and sowing them on, just for fun. And I know that after this module they will not go to waist. It felt so natural and so comfortable to be doing this duolog. With our guitars in hand, frasses we use and little inside jokes we made. This is it. Life is a Highway with Doc Hunterston “I love that guy”. This duolog came form half of my friendship monologue and half of my friendship one and Rosie`s happy to be me one. We tried the best we can to make it a convocation and what line should go where. I wanted to make this piece look illustrated with joy and to entertainment the people watching. And it just made me incredibly happy to be apart of. 
The music element of this peace was so fun to come up with. The inspiration that I had for this song came from a song in the muppet movie. Also, we wanted it to sound like an 80s rock song. One thing we wanted to include was the Ghostbusters, so we made that a motif throughout the play and add the riff into our little scene.
Uses of music was also one of objectives we started with. Taylor did a monologue to it. But as a group we all created a piece of music to go with it. We started with us all talking about what we wanted to make the music sound like. The inspiration for this piece came from the soundtrack of the Disney film Tangled, it is call Kingdom Dance. And by listening to this song a couple of times. We had an idea of who and what instrument shall be the main stretcher of the piece. So, then I decided to make a run for it and started playing 2 chords and everyone agreed that it sounded nice, so we built the song up from there.
I have had some experience with composing before but not but not in this style of process. One of the most enjoyable things I did on this course was writing a score for Alex`s Identity monologue. I had an interested in exploring writing with serious moments in but the music is a complete contrasted. When picking this monologue the best way to compose stuff for it was using Units. The monologue it had 7 units. So, 7 different sections to write 7 different pieces of music that flowed into each other. The beginning of this monologue you can tell that the character is not confident, and that every unit the characters gets more and more confident. So, I had the idea of different moods being different notes.  Uncomfortable, not confident, and annoyed was in D. content and desperation was in G. I think this task was very beneficial and I was able to build on new skills. 
I found it fun to explore different tempos, for all the pieces. Throughout my process I depend me understanding and skills on specific words that describe different types of tempos. For example, Largo is very slow and Prestissimo is incredibly fast. So, what we used when devising the duolog we marched the tempos Allegro, being throughout and Presto, being a crescendo at the end. They both have a sense of joy and excitement. 

On the day of assessment, I felt I was well rehearsed, confident, and ready for the performance. My aim was to entertain the audience as well as my classes mates, I was preforming with, visually physically and vocally, and after preforming my assessment. I felt like I achieved this. Throughout the dress run in the morning of assessment day. For me, nearly everything went wrong I played wrong chords, wrong strings, wrong notes, and wrong words. But I think I had to get all of that out of my system before the final assessment. At the beginning of the assessed show everything started of fine but then the nerves got to me a bit because during Taylors Happiness monologue I stuttered and could not find the string that I needed on my electric guitar. I played it wrong tree times in a row, and I was thing to myself this is not going anywhere. So, I stopped playing and took a moment to breath before going to the correct piece for this monologue. What technique helped me to do that was Anne Bogart Viewpoints. (2005) But from there on out I was enjoying myself. One thing I could have done better is probably listen to people more. 
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Tempo - Understanding musical terms - National 5 Music Revision - BBC Bitesize
What is an actor-muso show? 
https://www.curveonline.co.uk/news/what-is-an-actor-muso-show/#:~:text=Often%20when%20you%20hear%20the,(while%20singing%20and%20dancing). 
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