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This essay will critically analyse the rise of the Black Lives Matter (BLM) movement in response to the killing of George Floyd. To be able to investigate this topic fully, the research will explore definitions and understanding of race in America compared to the UK, key theories around diversity and race and investigate the development from historical to contemporary understandings of race. This then will give context to the topic of the BLM movement looking at its background, where it originated and the rise of the BLM movement following the killing of George Floyd along with the public and the police’s reactions. 
There are different theories that talk about diversity and race. Social constructivism stands at the opposite end of the scale from positivism and its idea is that there are no facts and only interpretations (Nietzsche, 1886). According to Vandross (2016), race is a social construct and there is only one race, which is humanity. Vandross (2016) goes on to explain how the concept of race has no basis in science and cannot be measured. She explains this through the work of Goodman, which shows that people like to have commonly measurable variables and some sort of measurement device. Vandross (2016) suggests this is done in society by measuring skin colour, however, this does not have any constancy or stability, as what is seen as black within the US may not be considered black in other countries or was different at different times such as 1970s compared to the current date. 
However, in history the theory that race is just a social construct has been argued. Samuel George Morton a scientist in the 1800’s, made the idea that white people were more intelligent than other races as they could retain more information due to their larger skulls. This became a popularised opinion and in 1994, Murray and Hernstein argued that because of the more natural intelligence, white people could have better jobs and wealth (Wade, 2014). 
The stereotype of black people now versus years ago has changed significantly, Bettman (2023) shows this when looking into the history of racial prejudice until the present day. It was shown that slavery first came into north America in 1619, which took men and women from Africa to use as slaves. It was then in 1955 that a huge milestone took place, when Rosa Parks was arrested for refusing to give up a seat on a bus in Montgomery, Alabama. At this time this violated the city's racial segregation ordinances, which meant that black passengers must sit in the back of the bus and give up their seat for a white person. This then led Martin Luther King to lead a campaign for the rights of black people. Martin Luther King was sadly shot to death in 1968, and this incident sparked waves of protests and started the black power movement. After this incident there were more protests including in 1992 after a man, Rodney King, was severely beaten by police and videos of this surfaced. Issues and prejudice within America have got better over time, and in 2008 Barak Obama was the first African American to become president. It was shortly after this in 2013 that the Black Lives Matter movement was founded. 
Moving on to conflict theories, this theory is concerned with the links between prejudice and racism and then the relationships of power and inequality. Marxist ideas were one of the main influences in early conflict approaches. This idea was that the economic system was seen as the determining factor for the aspects of society. Marx believed that racism was due to the capitalist system, and argued that the ruling class used racism, colonisation, and slavey as a tool for exploiting labour (Giddens, 2001).
When analysing both US and UK police together to see whether there is a difference between racism within the police it was found through Peeples (2020), that within the US, based on the statistics, white officers who were dispatched to a black neighbourhood were five times more likely to fire a gun than if a black police officer was dispatched to the same neighbourhood for a similar call. This indicates that race may be a factor when reacting to a situation. 
Through statistics it is shown that within the year 2020, 243 black people were shot to death by police officers in the United States (Statista Research Department, 2022). In comparison, Coles (2022), shows that from their research, within Wales and England, there was a total of six deaths of the Black and Minority Ethnic (BAME) community following police contact and custody in the year 2020 and 205 deaths since 1990. These statistics may not be a comparable however, as it is noted that the US is a much larger population and has a more relaxed gun laws than the UK (Charles et al, 2020). 
The BLM movement was founded in 2013 in response to the murder of Trayvon Martin. This global organisation’s aim was to eliminate white supremacy and help to put a stop to violence towards black communities. It was hoped that by tackling this it creates space for “Black imagination and innovation and centering black joy.” As a non-profit organisation, BLM strives for liberation and works towards a world where black lives are no longer systemically targeted. To achieve this ideology, the BLM movement believe that by combating and countering acts of violence and creating space for black imagination and innovation, they can make immediate improvements in the lives of black communities (Black Lives Matter, 2013). Today, the BLM movement has become a force demanding these changes and represents an ideal that eradicates racial injustice and a civic desire for equality and a human desire for respect (Lebron, 2017).
George Floyd, a 44-year-old man died on the 25th of May 2020, after being arrested when a shop keeper accused Floyd of paying with counter-fit money. On the police’s arrival, Floyd was handcuffed and quickly become distressed and fell to the floor and the police officer at the scene restrained Floyd by kneeling on his neck. After many failed attempts by George Floyd trying to communicate with the officer explaining he could not breathe and even saying “you're going to kill me,” around five minutes into this incident, the officer checked his pulse as he was unresponsive, and was later declared dead (BBC, 2020).
The BLM movement is a response to the hundreds of black people who have been killed by police including George Floyd, and gives an overwhelming sense of a familiar pattern regarding racial disparity. It is devasting how lots of these incidents did not have rational justifications for what happened and how they ended with death (Jones, 2020). Some other similar incidents are when a man named Eric Garner, was killed by a police officer who placed him in a chokehold, even when Garner stated more than 10 times he could not breathe (Southall, 2019). Another example is of Tamir Rice, who was only 12 years old, and was killed by police while playing in a park with a toy machine gun (Ray, 2017).
There is major stereotyping of people of the BAME community, and the socio-economic disparity leads people to stereotype black people as criminals who engage in drugs and violence, and police often see these neighbourhoods as dangerous. However, this is not true as most of the members of these black communities and the places they live are law abiding citizens who do not deserve the injustice they face (Jones, 2020).
The MacPherson report was first introduced by Sir William Macpherson after the death of Stephen Lawrence, who was killed in a racially motivated attack in 1993 (BBC, 2021; Quinn, 2019). The concluding statement made within the original report was that within the incident there was institutional racism and professional incompetence within the police and other professions within the criminal justice system, and a failure of leadership (MacPherson, 1999). It was thought that from this report that racism within the police would be transformed. There were 70 recommendations put into place to help this happen (Quinn, 2019). It is shown through MacPherson (1999) that the recommendations were to increase the trust within the police among the BAME communities, and the majority were aimed at the criminal justice system to eliminate all racial prejudice in policing, and many more to increase the idea of having a zero tolerance for racism.
This report also concluded and considered that the stop and search powers should be removed or limited. However, after this was considered, it was shown that this could not be done as this power was useful and needed. It was in the recommendations of this report that four recommendations were made to help to use the stop and search powers in a more inclusive and non-discriminatory way (Parliament, 2021). 
Years after the killing of Lawrence and after the first MacPherson report, The House of Commons (2021) ordered ‘The Macpherson report: Twenty-two years on’. Within this report it talks about the death of George Floyd and the Black Lives Matter movement. This incident sparked protests around the world and called for police to reflect on their mindsets and to look at how they work to tackle the racial injustice that was found. Throughout May and June thousands of people were protesting in the UK to show support after George Floyd’s tragic death, but to also express their opinions and the need for change around the world within criminal justice systems and normal social life. 
The report shows that even though protests had happened before, the death of George Floyd amplified the BLM movement and all the protests to help put a stop to injustice. People were angered that it had taken yet another black man to die at the hands of a police officer, and this should have never happened in the first place. From the first Mc Pherson report there were multiple recommendations, and there have been significant changes made to tackle these issues. One of the major improvements within the UK was how police deal with racist crimes and how to offer diversity and race equality. However even with this said, it had been 22 years since the first report made around 70 recommendations, with the main aim to eliminate the disadvantages faced by the BAME community, eliminate racial prejudice and always be fair when it comes to aspects of policing. However, all this time later and according to the second Mc Pherson report, this has not been met (The House of Commons, 2021). This can be shown by the death of George Floyd and other similar incidents, and the peak of BLM movement in connection to these. 
After the George Floyd incident, there was a massive online peak of the BLM movement. By May of 2020, the BlackLivesMatter hashtag was used 47.8 million times on Twitter, and only three days after George Floyds death, it was used 8.8 million times and the raised fist emoji was also at a peak to show solidarity (Alfano, 2022). 
Social media can be a place for needed positivity, support, and political outlets. This has been the case for several reasons and especially for black Americans. This was shown after the death of George Floyd where millions of people were using these platforms to spread awareness, share support and show the importance of what is going on. The BLM hashtag has been around consistently, since the movement first appeared, however this peaks when an incident occurs, like the death of George Floyd and other black civilians who die from police contact (Auxier, 2020). Auxier (2020) also suggests that not only are these platforms helping to spread awareness and get support, but they also can help to change people's views and educate them, whether this be political or social. 
Even with the positivity being spread and support gained from the use of social media and the BLM movement, there were some people who seemed to not understand this movement. Especially on twitter, people had adopted the use of the hashtag #AllLivesMatter. This was seen as a counter-protest of those who argued that the BLM movement was solely focusing on just Black lives, when they suggest all lives matter regardless of race. This disregarded the original point of BLM and did not recognise the full picture. Some other hashtags were also used such as #PoliceLivesMatter. This emphasises the tension between the law enforcement and black protesters (Reagan et al, 2018). 
To conclude, there have been many theories surrounding race and diversity, however, social constructivism states that race is a social construct (Vandross, 2016). There have been some, now unpopular, outdated opinions, which argued that white people were biologically more intelligent (Wade, 2014). Moving on, stereotypes and mistreatment of the BAME community are still happening today, however, it has been shown that throughout the years they have improved in some cases and changed (Bettman, 2023). The BLM movement strives to help solve injustice (Lebron, 2017) and was created after the death of Trayvon Martin and has been around since 2013 (BLM, 2013). After the death of George Floyd, BLM had a peak, especially online with its own hashtag trending (Alfano, 2022) and protests were also happening around the world to help spread awareness and hope for change. The MacPherson report, 22 years on, was released after George Floyd’s death, however, this mentioned how the first report made over 50 recommendations which were not met, and explained how change still needs to happen to tackle racism (The House of Commons, 2021).
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