[image: ]                                           



Research report on the impact of handicraft immigrants on industrial development in Yixing Craft Town, China






Name: Jieming Yang
Student number: 2211618
Professional Doctorate: Art & Design











[bookmark: _GoBack]Word count: 4863


Research report on the impact of handicraft immigrants on industrial development in Yixing Craft Town, China

Introduction
Yixing is well known for its long history of handicrafts, especially potteries made from purple clay and porcelain. Purple clay teapot making has a history of hundreds of years and is an important part of the local economy as well as one facet in traditional culture. Under the tide of globalization and industrial changes, modernization gradually becomes a difficult event for handicrafts but also attracts thousands of foreign craftsmen to come here which contributes in large scale towards usmanship development. The use of new technologies and ideas people bring to inject new vitality into Yixing, as well as innovation in a collision between cultures contribute a lot. China's reform and opening further improved the population mobility, handicraft migrantspeople have led local industrial replacement change in Yixing during this process (Wu 2006). The influx of craft immigrants, especially in traditional industries like purple clay pot making has resulted in great technological changes and market access. Some of the immigrant artisans have brought modern production machines and methods into play, so as to enhance the precision in its manufacturing process and also make it more competitive than ever (Zhang 2014). Hence, these immigrant craftsmen acts not only as a supplement for labor but also an added value in the context of technological progress and industrial advance. At the same time, handmade immigrants often introduce a variety of cultural exchanges and promote diversification in Yixing handicraft industry. In addition to the technological innovation, they also absorbed cultural elements from other regions into product design and created more enriched cultural connotation of Yixing handicrafts during their development, which has fully met the needs of different consumers in both domestic markets than international market circuits etc. This ethnic integration has the added bonus of making Yixing handicrafts more marketable and adding energy to the local economy (Wei, 2023). Some of these creative products reach the market, as in a new category called modern aesthetics and traditional craftsmanship developed by immigrant craftsmen. 
Nevertheless, even when they make a large contribution to production in Yixing, their integration is not trouble free. Secondly, there are technical and cultural disparities between immigrant craftsmen as opposed to local craftsmenelerated tioning of evolution in the community phase. However, there are local craftsmen think that foreign technology will weaken the cultural value of traditional crafts so rejected technological innovation (Sun 2016). This in effect makes it harder for immigrant craftsmen to merge with the regional sectors.In addition, immigrant craftsmen have a lower social status, and their working conditions and income are not as good as those of local craftsmen. The insufficient social security system also restricts their career development (Liu, 2018). With the arrival of handicraft immigrants, internal competition in Yixing's handicraft industry has intensified, and some local craftsmen have felt market pressure from foreign craftsmen. This phenomenon may lead to the loss of local craftsman skills or the weakening of local cultural characteristics in the short term. However, in the long term, the integration of technology and culture of immigrant craftsmen will bring greater innovation space and market expansion potential to local industries (Xu, 2021). Therefore, how to promote the innovation and integration of immigrant craftsmen while maintaining local cultural heritage has become a problem that needs to be solved in the development of local industries in Yixing.

This practice report aims to explore the impact of handicraft immigrants on the development of local industries in Yixing, focusing on the role played by these immigrant craftsmen in technological innovation, cultural integration, and market expansion. Through an actual investigation of Yixing's handicraft industry, this report seeks to reveal the specific contributions of immigrant craftsmen in promoting local industrial upgrading and cultural inheritance, as well as their challenges and opportunities in the process of integrating into the local economy. In addition, this report will also evaluate the support of local governments and related policies for immigrant craftsmen and their industries, and then provide policy recommendations on how to balance handicraft inheritance and modern development. Ultimately, this report hopes to provide theoretical basis and practical reference for promoting the sustainable development of Yixing's handicraft industry and the socioeconomic integration of handicraft immigrants.
References to concepts
In a handicraft town like Yixing, immigrant craftsmen not only enriched local handicraft technology, but also played an important role in promoting industrial upgrading and market expansion. This chapter reviews relevant theories and research results, constructs the theoretical framework of this study, identifies deficiencies in current knowledge, and lays the foundation for practical work.

As an industry with both economic and cultural attributes, the handicraft industry not only carries rich cultural traditions, but also promotes the growth of the local economy through production and sales activities. Handicrafts are not only a commodity, but also a symbol of local culture and history. Lee's (2023) cultural capital theory points out that craftsmen transform this cultural capital into economic capital through their skills and cultural knowledge. Immigrant craftsmen not only carry superb manual skills, but also bring cultural elements from different regions. These cultural capitals are reconfigured in the new environment, promoting the innovation and development of local handicrafts (Jiang, 2011).

At the same time, the theory of technological innovation also provides a theoretical basis for understanding the role of handicraft immigrants in local industries. Schumpeter's (1934) innovation theory points out that industrial development is inseparable from technological innovation. As the introducer of new technologies and new processes, immigrant craftsmen have brought new production methods and tools to the local handicraft industry, improved production efficiency and expanded the market. However, while innovating technology, how to maintain the cultural uniqueness of handicrafts remains a challenge (Chen and Zhang, 2017). As a representative of local culture, the development of Yixing's purple sand pottery also faces the problem of balancing technological modernization and cultural inheritance.

Although a large number of literatures have explored the contribution of handicraft immigrants to the development of local industries, existing research still has shortcomings in several aspects. First, the social integration of handicraft immigrants has been neglected. Most studies focus on technological innovation and economic contribution, and less on the role of immigrant craftsmen in local society and the cultural adaptation and social integration issues they face. Liu (2018) pointed out that the marginal status of handicraft immigrants in local society limits their development space, which not only affects their career advancement, but also has a negative impact on the long-term development of the handicraft industry. How to help handicraft immigrants better integrate into local society through policy support and social security is a problem that needs to be solved.

Secondly, existing research lacks in-depth exploration of the relationship between immigrant craftsmen and local craftsmen. Sun (2016) proposed that the arrival of immigrant craftsmen may trigger competition with local craftsmen, especially in terms of market resources and technology monopoly. Competition can certainly stimulate innovation, but if there is a lack of cooperation and coordination mechanisms, competition may weaken the overall development of the handicraft industry. How to establish a cooperation platform between local craftsmen and immigrant craftsmen in the handicraft industry to achieve technology sharing and cultural exchange is another area that needs further research.

Third, the tension between technological innovation and cultural inheritance has also been repeatedly mentioned in the literature, but there is no systematic solution yet. Chen and Zhang (2017) pointed out in their research that although the technological innovation brought by immigrant craftsmen has improved the production efficiency of handicrafts, it has also weakened the cultural uniqueness of the products. How to maintain the cultural symbolic value and artistry of handicrafts while pursuing technological modernization is a difficult problem that must be faced in the process of modernization of the handicraft industry. This problem is particularly prominent in the context of globalization. When local handicraft industries compete in the international market, they must not only improve their production capacity, but also maintain the competitiveness of their products through cultural differentiation.

After identifying the shortcomings in current research, this report will build an analytical framework through the theory of cultural capital and the theory of technological innovation to explore the impact of handicraft immigrants on the development of Yixing's handicraft industry. The theory of cultural capital provides us with a perspective to understand how immigrant craftsmen integrate their skills and cultural knowledge into local industries. This not only includes how they improve product quality through skill innovation, but also how they inject new cultural elements into local handicrafts in cultural integration.

The theory of technological innovation provides a theoretical tool for analyzing the role of immigrant craftsmen in promoting the modernization of local handicraft industries. Through this theoretical framework, this report will explore how immigrant craftsmen can improve production efficiency and expand the market through the introduction of new technologies and new tools, while evaluating the impact of such technological innovation on cultural inheritance. Kijek's (2023) innovation theory points out that innovation is the core driving force of industrial development, but at the same time, attention should be paid to the cultural impact and social changes brought about by innovation.

The practical work of this report is closely integrated with the theoretical research in the literature. During the field research, we will collect first-hand information about Yixing handicraft immigrants, including their contributions to technological innovation, the challenges in the process of cultural adaptation, and their interactive relationship with local craftsmen. Through these data, we will test the applicability of cultural capital theory and technological innovation theory in Yixing's handicraft industry, and further analyze the role of immigrant craftsmen in promoting local industrial upgrading and cultural inheritance. At the same time, practical work will also focus on the difficulties of immigrant craftsmen in social integration. Through interviews with immigrant craftsmen and local craftsmen, we will gain an in-depth understanding of their experience in cooperation and competition, and explore how to promote the better integration of handicraft immigrants into local society through policy support and social security measures. This will not only enrich existing theories, but also provide practical guidance for policy makers in Yixing's handicraft industry.



Practical work
The core of this practical report is to explore the role of craft immigrants in Yixing's handicraft industry through research and analysis, and how they promote the sustainable development of local industries through technological innovation and cultural integration. In the process of practice, the contribution of craft immigrants in promoting the growth of industrial scale was demonstrated through industrial distribution maps at different time points. Their lives were also reflected through online interviews and their relationship with cultural inheritance and Key role in market expansion. On this basis, this chapter will further elaborate on the description, goals and methods of the practical work, and analyze its expected results.

Explanation of practical work
In this project, through in-depth research on immigrant craftsmen, we revealed the multifaceted impact of craft immigration on the development of Yixing’s handicraft industry. Specifically, craft immigrants have made particularly significant contributions to the expansion of industrial scale, market development and cultural integration.

First, immigrant craftsmen have been particularly prominent in expanding industrial scale. By comparing the distribution of industrial clusters in the past thirty years, it was found that before 2010, a large number of craft immigrants came to Yixing and worked here for a long time, which expanded the original industrial clusters and created new industries dominated by foreign craftsmen. Gathering place. According to official data, in 2010, half of the people in this town with a total population of 200,000 were engaged in the ceramic industry chain, and this data remains today.

Secondly, immigrant craftsmen have brought new possibilities for market expansion. Some craft immigrants may have their own market channels or have richer business experience. Compared with local traditional craftsmen, they have more flexible market strategies. For example, in the Fangjing Ceramics Market where foreign craftsmen are concentrated, there are some merchants that operate exclusively on the Alibaba platform, and there are even some stores that specialize in live streaming sales. The arrival of immigrant craftsmen has expanded the market and attracted the attention of more young consumers.

Finally, cooperation and exchanges between immigrant craftsmen and local craftsmen have greatly promoted the coordinated development of the local handicraft industry. By jointly participating in training activities for craft innovation and skill inheritance, immigrant craftsmen and local craftsmen have formed a virtuous cycle of mutual learning and common progress. This interaction not only improves the technical level of the craftsmen, but also promotes the integration and innovation of craftsmanship under different cultural backgrounds, thereby further enhancing the overall competitiveness of Yixing's handicraft industry.

Goals and methods of practical work
The core goal of this practical work is to analyze their role and contribution in Yixing's handicraft industry through research on craft immigrants. Specifically, this project aims to explore how immigrant craftsmen can promote the development of the local handicraft industry through technological innovation, cultural integration and social interaction. At the same time, this project also focuses on the challenges and solutions faced by immigrant artisans in social integration, and attempts to provide practical experience and theoretical support for local governments and industrial policies.

To achieve these goals, the project uses a variety of research methods. First, first-hand information was obtained through in-depth interviews. We conducted in-depth interviews with a number of local immigrant craftsmen and local craftsmen in Yixing to understand their experiences and challenges in technological innovation, cultural integration, and social integration. This interview approach not only provided rich qualitative data but also helped us gain a deeper understanding of the everyday practices of craft migrants.

Secondly, through participant observation, the project team went deep into the daily work of the craftsmen and observed how they applied innovative technologies and design concepts to the actual handicraft production process. This approach helps us more intuitively understand the specific ways in which immigrant artisans engage in technological innovation and cultural integration, and how these practices influence the overall development of the local handicraft industry.

In addition, we also conducted a comparative study on cases of craft migration in other regions based on literature analysis. Through comparative analysis, we were able to horizontally compare Yixing’s practices with craft immigration issues in other regions, thereby revealing the uniqueness of the Yixing model and its promotion value. This multi-level methodological design enables this practical work to not only conduct an in-depth analysis of the technical and cultural contributions of immigrant craftsmen, but also examine the role of craft immigrants in the broader social and economic context.

Expected results and practical analysis
Through this practical work, we expect to achieve the following important results. First, the role of immigrant artisans in promoting technological innovation will be verified. Through research and data analysis, we expect to be able to demonstrate how immigrant craftsmen have significantly improved the production efficiency and product quality of Yixing's handicraft industry by introducing modern technologies and tools. This result will provide strong empirical support for the handicraft industry when facing the challenges of modernization.

Secondly, cultural integration and design innovation are another important results of this practice. We expect to be able to demonstrate how handicraft products can diversify their designs through the cross-cultural practices of immigrant craftsmen, thereby enhancing the market competitiveness of the products. Through this achievement, we were able to demonstrate that immigrant artisans are not only promoters of technological innovation, but also leaders of cultural innovation.

Finally, the research results on social inclusion will provide substantive reference for policy makers. The integration of immigrant artisans into local society, especially the challenges in career development and social security, is a complex social issue. Through this practical work, we expect to be able to put forward a series of policy suggestions to help local governments support immigrant craftsmen to better integrate into local society through training, social security systems, etc. This achievement can not only promote the healthy development of the handicraft industry, but also provide a new path for the inclusiveness of local society.

Discussion
In the previous literature review, we systematically reviewed the theories related to craft immigration and local industry development. Existing research has shown that the role of immigrant craftsmen in local industries is not limited to the import of labor, but also that they inject new vitality into local industries through technological innovation and cultural integration. This view is supported by a large number of empirical studies, including how craft immigrants use their cross-cultural experience to promote the innovation of handicraft products, and how they improve the production efficiency and product quality of the handicraft industry by introducing modern technology.

Combined with these literature backgrounds, the expected findings of this practice report can be comprehensively analyzed at three main levels. First of all, the importance of technological innovation in the handicraft industry has been verified again. During the actual investigation, immigrant craftsmen improved the production process of traditional handicrafts by introducing modern production tools, which significantly improved the production efficiency and quality of handicrafts. This finding is consistent with relevant discussions in the literature and further confirms the key role of immigrant craftsmen in technological innovation. The literature points out that the modernization of the handicraft industry does not completely replace traditional skills, but gradually integrates modern technology while retaining traditional core techniques, thereby enhancing the overall competitiveness of the industry. The results of this practical investigation are the practical embodiment of this theory. Immigrant craftsmen not only improve production efficiency through technological innovation, but also improve the working conditions of the traditional handicraft industry to a certain extent, which provides new opportunities for the sustainable development of the industry. possibility.
Secondly, the role of immigrant craftsmen in cultural innovation has also been clearly reflected in practice. It has been repeatedly emphasized in the literature that cultural diversity is one of the driving forces for handicraft innovation, especially in the context of globalization, where craftsmen from different cultural backgrounds have brought diverse design concepts and creative methods. This practice found that immigrant craftsmen created a richer and more diverse product line by combining foreign cultural elements with local traditional crafts. This not only expands the market scope of Yixing handicrafts, but also injects fresh creativity and vitality into traditional industries. Consistent with theories in the literature, cultural integration provides continuous innovation power for the development of the handicraft industry, and the cross-cultural background of immigrant craftsmen is one of the driving forces for this innovation. In the context of globalization, the cultural innovation ability of craft immigrants is not only reflected in the transformation of traditional handicrafts, but also in their keen grasp of future market demands and accurate predictions of cultural consumption trends.

Thirdly, the social integration problem of immigrant craftsmen is particularly prominent in practice. The literature review points out that although craft immigrants play an important role in technological innovation and cultural inheritance, their integration process into local society is fraught with challenges. This problem is also reflected in this practical work. Immigrant craftsmen often face language barriers, lack of social security, and identity difficulties. Although their skills are recognized by the market, they still lack sufficient institutional support in local society. Especially in terms of social security and career development, the rights and interests of immigrant craftsmen are often not fully protected, which to a certain extent limits their potential to further participate in local economic development. The lack of policies for the social integration of immigrants mentioned in the literature has been empirically supported in this survey. Future policy formulation needs to pay better attention to the social security issues of craft immigrants to ensure that they can contribute to the development of local industries while also being able to Enjoy corresponding social welfare and career development opportunities.

From the perspective of the relationship between practical work and reports, this project practice has well verified the key theories in the literature review, and also provided new empirical support for the development of the theory. As key promoters of industrial development, immigrant craftsmen’s technical and cultural contributions have gone beyond the simple input of labor, and have played a vital role in the innovation and transformation of local industries. The practical work shows how immigrant craftsmen can improve production efficiency through technological innovation and how to promote the diversification of product design through cultural integration. These findings are not only consistent with the theoretical framework in the literature, but also provide a new perspective for the formulation of industrial policies.

However, it is worth further exploring whether the economic role of craft immigrants mentioned in the literature will change due to changes in the local industrial structure. With the further development of technology, especially the application of automation and digital technology, the production model of the handicraft industry is also gradually transforming. In the future, whether craft immigrants can still maintain their advantages in technological innovation will become a question worthy of attention. Existing literature mostly focuses on the contribution of immigrant craftsmen in traditional crafts. However, with the development of technology, the handicraft industry may face more complex technical challenges. How do immigrant craftsmen adapt to these new technological environments and how do they adapt to new production models? Continuing to exert its creativity will be an important direction for future research.
In addition, the cultural contributions of craft immigrants continue to evolve. With the deepening of globalization, the market demand for handicrafts has changed significantly, and consumers are increasingly inclined to products with cultural uniqueness and handicraft value. This trend provides immigrant artisans with more creative space, but also presents new challenges. How to maintain the cultural characteristics of local handicrafts in the context of globalization, and how to avoid cultural dilution caused by excessive commercialization in the process of marketization, these issues require further discussion. Issues in the literature regarding the tension between cultural globalization and locality will become even more important in future studies of craft migration. This practice found that the cultural integration practice of immigrant craftsmen in product design provides a preliminary idea to deal with this challenge, but to achieve sustainable cultural innovation in a broader market context, more theory and practice are needed explore.

Regarding the social integration of craft immigrants, future research directions also need to be more detailed and comprehensive. Both the existing literature and this practical survey show that the social integration of immigrant craftsmen is a complex process, involving multiple levels such as economy, society, and culture. Future research can further explore the differences in the social integration of different types of immigrant artisans, and how immigrant artisans can achieve better career development and social adaptation through personal efforts and social support under different policy backgrounds. Especially in the process of gradual modernization of the handicraft industry, how to provide more complete vocational training and social security for immigrant craftsmen, and how to support their long-term development in the local economy through policy innovation are all topics that require in-depth study in the future.

Conclusion
This study, through an in-depth discussion of handicraft immigrants and local industrial development in Yixing, reveals the important role of handicraft immigrants in technological innovation, cultural integration and social integration. These immigrant craftsmen not only brought new production technology and design concepts to the development of Yixing's handicraft industry, but also enriched the cultural connotation of the local industry through their cross-cultural experience. Through this survey and practical work, the main findings include: handicraft immigrants have played an important role in technological innovation in promoting the modernization of local handicraft industries; through cultural integration, immigrant craftsmen have provided the handicraft industry with more diversified product choices and market expansion opportunities; however, in the process of local social integration, immigrant craftsmen still face many challenges, especially in social security and career development. There is an obvious institutional gap.

These findings have many theoretical and practical significance for the development of Yixing's handicraft industry. First, technological innovation and industrial upgrading are the core driving forces for the current handicraft industry to maintain its competitiveness in the global market. By introducing more efficient production tools and technologies, immigrant craftsmen have improved the quality and output of handicrafts, further proving the feasibility of combining handicraft industries with modern technologies. This technological innovation not only brings new vitality to local industries, but also provides a realistic path for traditional handicrafts to find a foothold in the modern economy. Secondly, cultural integration has important value in the design and promotion of handicraft products. By incorporating cultural elements of their hometown into Yixing's handicraft products, immigrant craftsmen not only endow the products with more diverse cultural connotations, but also promote the competitiveness of the industry in the international market. This cultural innovation has found a way for local handicraft products to break through the traditional market, indicating that cross-cultural cooperation is an important trend in the future development of the handicraft industry.

When evaluating the achievement of the task objectives, it can be seen that this study has basically achieved the expected research objectives. First, through in-depth interviews and participant observations of handicraft immigrants, the study clearly reveals their innovative contributions at the technical and cultural levels. This not only provides a new perspective for the development of Yixing's handicraft industry, but also provides theoretical and empirical support for handicraft immigrant research in other regions. In addition, this study also comprehensively analyzes the challenges faced by immigrant craftsmen in social integration. This part of the research results provides specific suggestions and references for local governments and policymakers to help them better support the career development and social security issues of immigrant craftsmen. However, although the study reveals the technical and cultural innovations of immigrant craftsmen, there is still room for improvement in policy evaluation and quantitative impact, especially in how to support the specific contributions of handicraft immigrants to local economic and social development through data, which still requires further research and analysis.

This study also provides suggestions for future research and improvement. First, future research can further focus on the interactive relationship between immigrant craftsmen and local craftsmen, especially in the process of technology inheritance and cultural integration, how the two can jointly promote the upgrading and innovation of local industries through cooperation and competition. Current research focuses more on the independent contributions of immigrant craftsmen, while future research should pay more attention to the dynamic interaction between immigrant craftsmen and local society and industry to reveal their collective role in industrial transformation. Secondly, the social integration of immigrant craftsmen is still a topic worthy of in-depth discussion. The study found that although the contributions of immigrant craftsmen in technology and culture have been widely recognized by the industry, they still face many obstacles in social security, career advancement and identity recognition. Future research should pay more attention to the design and evaluation of social policies, and explore how to provide immigrant craftsmen with more fair and sustainable social security and career development opportunities through institutional innovation. Finally, on the issue of the modernization path of the handicraft industry, research should pay more attention to the application of automation and digital technology in handicraft production, and explore the adaptability and innovation ability of immigrant craftsmen in the context of new technologies. This is not only related to the future development of the handicraft industry, but also has a direct impact on the career prospects of immigrant craftsmen in the new era.

In summary, this study, through the combination of theory and practice, deeply explored the multiple roles and effects of handicraft immigrants in the development of local industries, especially in technological innovation, cultural integration and social integration. Although the study achieved the established goals and put forward useful suggestions for industry and policy, more empirical research and policy analysis are still needed in the future to further deepen the understanding of handicraft immigrants and local industrial development. This is not only of great reference value for the development of Yixing's handicraft industry, but also provides a new research perspective for the changes in the handicraft industry under the background of globalization.
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