	Target 1 
	Ensure that you read and understand the question so that you can ensure that your response answers the question fully. 
	

	Target 2
	Check that all assertions are linked to appropriate reading.
	

	Target 3
	To find further literature to support and argue a point of view and then engage with them purposefully within your response. Use module reading list to support
	




ECAD 4014

Demonstrate how cross-curricular teaching and learning can influence in-depth skills and understanding. Underpin this with reference to relevant research, a detailed lesson plan and an enhanced provision material.

Introduction 

In this assignment the writer will outline the prospects and challenges that influence the education and cross curricular learning within the school using the applicable literature including reports from HWB. Cross-curricular learning consists of patterns of information between various academic subjects. This can allow learners to develop different knowledge, understanding and practical skills through interconnected topics. (Anon, 2022, Twinkl.co.uk) Considering the weaknesses to cross curricular learning, there may be a lack of understanding between student teachers that can lead to inconsistency between their initial perception of the practice and their direct experience of it. Additional faults within the curriculum include changes in education policies and government urgencies may contribute to a negative effect on the application of cross-curricular approaches. (Anon, SciSpace-Question) On the contrast strengths that can be found in the new curriculum include ‘broadening of learning, supporting settings and schools in being flexible in their teaching approaches and aims to provide educational learners and practitioner with greater agency, enabling them to be more innovative and creative.’ (Anon, 2019, curriculum for Wales) The writer has chosen minibeasts as the topic for this assignment which will include a range of predominantly outdoor activities with the learning objective being ‘To recognise and name mini beasts’. The activity the writer has produced for the reception class is an outdoor session with a reception class that includes the use of a tally chart. The task includes a group of eight to ten children using magnifying glasses, a tally chart and pencil. To explain the task to the children, the writer will sit on the carpet and give a brief overview on what is expected of the children and how to complete the task. The writer will then model the task outside to give a visual explanation on the task for the children. The children will use the reception outdoor play area to go on a hunt for the different mini beasts in the yard either in pairs, all together or on their own, making a tally of the ones that they find. The tally chart will have a picture of the mini beasts that can be found in the yard to ensure the children are able to recognise where to put the correct tally when a discovery is found. The writer will encourage the children to count as they go asking them which mini beasts we see the most of, and what ones do we see the least. This activity uses language, literacy and communication skills, along with maths and numeracy skills making this session an example of cross curricular learning. After discussing and reflecting on the writers lesson plan and how it uses cross curricular teaching, and looking at the advantages and disadvantages of cross curricular teaching, the writer will reveal two ways in which they will use the information in future practise. 

Main Body 

Delving into the advantages of cross curricular teaching, the writer looks at the motivational power that it has on children. This is due to the children being excited about a particular topic or theme, this is then linked to various subjects which promotes learning for the children. (Matt Watson, 2023, PlanBee). Reflecting on previous knowledge and experience the writer draws on their time in school X. In school X the writer was asked by the class teacher to take a group on 10 children outside on a walk and ask the children what different materials they could see around the different school yards. This was done using the app seesaw. The writer and another member of staff was needed in order to record the writer and the children on their findings. The writer prompt the children by asking ‘Can anyone see something that is made out of plastic?’ ‘Can someone tell me what material that pole is made out of?’ It was apparent that the children seemed excited about the task and using multiple different skills. Such as communication, languages and literacy, health and well-being and science and technology. Another benefit that can be found by participating in cross curricular learning is that integrating subjects creates a deeper level of learning. George Simens theory states that ‘Perspectives from a variety of sources deepen our understanding.’ (Connectivism Betsy Duke, Ginger Harper, Mark Johnston, 2013) 
A third benefit that can be found by using cross curricular techniques include Gardner’s’ Theory of Multiple Intelligences, in which he identified eight distinct intelligences. These intelligences include visual, musical, and logical. When subjects are taught as part of a cross-curricular approach, we can help all children learn through a wide range of learning styles. Looking at an Ofsted report, the writer can see that they have gathered positive feedback when applying cross curricular teaching such as a stronger relevance and coherence of the curriculum, pupils applying the knowledge and skills learnt in one subject to others, reinforcing learning and increasing understanding and confidence within the child. It made good use of longer periods of time which enabled students to undertake sustained work on themes covering more than one subject. (Ofsted, 2002) Cross curricular learning can help to develop critical thinking skills by integrating different subjects. This can do this by encourage children to critically think about how different concepts and ideas are related. 
Disadvantages to cross curricular teaching may include that many teachers have little to no experience of cross-curricular work. This is due to the educator not being exposed to it whether that be as a pupil of during their teacher training. (Barnes and Shirley, 2007) Issues can also come into play with student teachers who are just grasping the understanding of the curriculum and teaching in general. 
Subject progression may be difficult to undertake when there is more than one subject involved. It can be hard to measure how much the child understands and in what sector. (Jodie Morris, 2015) 
Another weak factor of cross curricular learning includes a teacher being expects to teach outside their standard subject knowledge. This may lead to a teacher feeling like they are under qualified in the task and not having confidence in their work. (Anon, nrich.maths.org)
The literacy, numeracy and digital competence framework within the curriculum for Wales is designed to help teachers apply literacy and numeracy into all subjects. (Anon, cadleprimaryschool.co.uk) 
The digital competence framework identifies the key components in 5 areas which include, information and data literacy, to articulate information needs, to locate and retrieve data, information and content and to judge the relevance of the source and its content. (Anon, Joint-research-centre) This applies to pupils of a primary setting because it is skills set that will enable a person to be a confident digital person and able to interact and collaborate digitally. It also gives the student to right tool set to be able to have confidence in handling data and be able to problem solve. (Anon, 2018, Hwb) 
As discussed above the writer will be carrying out a lesson on mini beasts with resources including a magnifying glass, a premade tally chart (made by the writer), a clip board and a pen. The tally chart made includes pictures of the mini beasts that need to be found in the yard as this task is aimed towards reception children. This task aims to challenge children on their ability to recognise mini beasts in the wild, their maths and numeracy skills and their language, communication and literacy skills. Maths and numeracy skills will be integrated within the task due to the questions asked by the writer which include, ‘How many worms did you find?’ ‘Which mini beast did we find the least of?’ and ‘Which mini beast did we find the most of?’ Literacy, language and communication will be used as the children have the opportunity to work in pairs or as a group which requires the use of these skills. Health and well-being are also included in this activity due to it being taking place outside and the multiple benefits that outdoor learning has on children and their well-being. Learning outdoors suggests that it boosts a child’s confidence, social skills, communication, motivation, physical skills, knowledge and understanding. It also enhances a child’s self-confidence and esteem. (Dan Harvey, 2022, Learning Through Landscapes) 
The enhanced provision material that the writer has prepared includes a magnifying glass, printed and laminated pictures of various minibeast along with one work sheet. This worksheet does not need to be filled out but answered on seesaw via video. This work sheet will include a series of questions such as ‘what mini beast as 8 legs?’ ‘How many mini beasts has wings?’ and ‘How many legs does a bee and a spider have all together? This activity includes communication, literacy and language skills, science and technology skills and maths and numeracy skills. 
Conclusion 
Cross-curricular teaching offers numerous benefits to children, including motivational power, deeper learning, and the integration of various subjects. It promotes learning through various perspectives, such as George Simens theory and Gardner's Theory of Multiple Intelligences. Cross-curricular teaching helps all children learn through a wide range of learning styles, increasing understanding and confidence. However, disadvantages include teachers having little to no experience in cross-curricular work, and subject progression may be difficult when there are multiple subjects involved. The text also includes examples of how the writer plans on using cross curricular teaching in future practice and provides an example of a lesson on mini beasts that integrates various skills within the new curriculum. From previous experience the writer believes that cross curricular learning works well within a classroom setting as it allows the children to use more than one skills at once, giving them the opportunity to develop in more than one area in the session. Cross curricular learning will influence how the writer approaches lesson planning by arranging and assessing learning situations that have two or more subject approaches that can be applied to a single and authentic experience. The writer identifies targets for use in future practise such as being able to adapt a task in order to include more cross curricular skills to fit more of the six areas of learning. Which include, Mathematics, Health and wellbeing, literacy, communication and language, humanities, expressive arts and science and technology. To be able to gage a child’s interest in the topic chosen, the writer will ensure that a pupil voice is set up to ask the children what they want to learn about the topic. This will allow the children to have a say in what they learn and spark an interest and given them a sense of control within the learning. By including pupil voice, it can contribute to a school’s improvement as it pushes the school to involve pupils in self-evaluation, decision making and planning. By researching cross curricular teaching, it is apparent that outdoor learning has a massive part to play in it, which is why the writer will take this on board and try to incorporate outdoor learning where possible.
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Appendices 

	Minibeasts
	How Many Can You Find?
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