Introduction 
[image: Guide to Understanding the Research Onion | 15 Writers]In this chapter of the dissertation we will be looking at the several types of research methods that may be used and the research onion. As a brief reminder this dissertation is looking into the role societal attitudes and victim blaming play in shaping  stereotypical views within the criminal justice system. The first objective within this dissertation is investigating the stereotypes surrounding victims of crime, beliefs about victim responsibility, credibility and their deservingness of support. The second objective will evaluate the extent that societal attitudes surrounding victim blaming can impact reporting crime and criminal justice responses. And finally the third objective seeks to identify the psychological impact of victim blaming on survivors of crime, including the effects it can have on their self-esteem, mental health, and their willingness to seek support or engage with the criminal justice system.
                   (15writers, 2019)
The research onion 
Phair and Warren (2021) describe Saunders’ research onion as a “useful tool for thinking holistically about methodology”. It is used to help researchers when making decisions and developing a research strategy. The idea for the research onion was so that researchers could break down their research strategy layer by layer (like how you would peel an onion down to its core). As you begin to work through each layer of the onion you will be faced with a range of choices that progress from philosophical to strategic. The research onion also mimics the general structure for the methodology chapter within a dissertation. The research onion is built up of 6 different layers. These layers are Research Philosophy, Research Approach, Research Strategy, Choices, Time Horizon, and Techniques & Procedures. 

Research Philosophy
According to 15writers (2019) the first layer of the onion is the research philosophy layer. This refers to the foundation and beliefs that the research is built upon. This first layer is usually studies in terms of ontology and epistemology. Ontology refers to what and how of what we know. It refers to the credibility of the information and how one understands it. Unlike ontology, epistemology refers To the credible information required for the research and how one can obtain it. This first layer can also be divided into 3 main research philosophies including positivism, interpretivism and pragmatism. Positivism refers to the knowledge that exists outside of what is being studied. Interpretivism refers to the fact that someone’s reality may be different from another persons which may have been shaped from diverse cultural and social factors. 
The main philosophy for this project will be interpretivism. Within the questionnaire the respondents will be able to give their honest opinion (while remining anonymous), and it will be interesting to see the different responses age groups and genders will have to the questions. And interpretivist approach to this project will be interesting because according to Nickerson (2024) interpretivism believe that the is no right path to knowledge and they reject the idea that there is just one methodology that will lead to the truth.

Research Approach
As we peel off the next layer of the onion we move onto the research approach. This is where the researcher will use an inductive or deductive method for their research. An indictive approach  refers to the generation of theories from research as opposed to beginning your project with a theory as a foundation. A deductive approach refers to beginning your project with a theory and building on it through tests or research (Phair and Warren, 2021)
This project began with a deductive approach and as the research onion suggest, we have been building on this theory throughout the project and conducting the questionnaire will help build on this theory further. According to Phair and Warren (2021) ) qualitative and quantitative research are linked to research approaches. While quantitative research reflects a deductive approach, this research will use a mix of both qualitative and quantitative methods. 

Research strategy 
The third layer of the onion looks at the research strategy which according to 15writers (2019) is where the research is expected to build the strategy for the project. Strategies for the project can include action research which includes experimental research, interviews, surveys, case study research or a systematic literature review. The strategy needed is decided based on the required data needed and the purpose of the study. 
This independent project will use a questionnaire to collect data from respondents in order to answer questions relating to the topic discussed throughout this work. The questionnaire will comprise of both open questions and closed questions. Open questions are where the expected response is in words. The response could be a short sentence answer or a few sentences. Closed questions are where the respondent is offered a multiple choice reply e.g. yes, no, prefer not to say, not relevant (Marshall, 2005).
 One advantage of using a questionnaire is that the participants will remain anonymous and will allow the respondents to provide honest and unbiased answers  and give their true opinion on the topic without any judgment (Lindemann, 2023). Another advantage for conducting a questionnaire is that they are a fantastic way of gathering information from a large number of people. The questionnaire linked to this project will be going out on multiple social media platforms and  will be able to reach a large population and will therefore collect more statistics and information to analyse.
According to Morrell (2021) having more data to analyse will lead to a better understanding of how members of the public view this topic and will lead to a variation of results. This research methods have the potential for being the blest option to gather responses for this topic. 
Choices 
After the research strategy layer we then move onto the choices layer of the onion. This layer focuses on the date types that will be used in the research. The data types include mono, mixed and multi-method. 
The mono methods use only 1 type of data – either qualitive or quantitative. If the researcher decided to use both qualitative and quantitative then they have decided to go with a mixed methods approach. And finally the multi-method approach uses more than just a qualitative and quantitative approach. Phair and Warren (2021)
This project will be using a mixed method approach. One advantages for using a mixed method when it comes to research is it can provide the researcher with stronger evidence in their findings. (Office for Health Improvement and Disparities, 2020)

Time horizon 
The fifth layer to the research onion looks at the time horizon. In this layer the researcher will plan out how many points in time  they will plan to collect the data that they need for their research. They will plan this out by using one of two options, the cross sectional option or the longitudinal time horizon option.
15writers (2019) refers to the cross sectional option as being used to collect data at a single point in time. Longitudinal data is used when data is collected over an extended period of time, the data could be collected over years, months, weeks or even just a few days. 
The researcher will have to consider their aims and objectives in order to decide on a time horizon, they will also need to consider the amount of time that they have available to collect the data they need. For this project using a longitudinal data collection method would work best. Between the time the questionnaires start getting  There will be a few weeks to collect the data from the questionnaires 

 Techniques & Procedures
Finally we get to the centre of the onion which is referred to as techniques and procedures. This is the past of the research where the research will have to make choices regarding specific techniques and procedures. They will have to decide on what data they will collect and what data collection they will use in order to collect that data. They will also have to decide on how they will go about sampling  the population (Phair and Warren, 2021).
Then the final thing they will need to do according to Phair and Warren (2021)  is preparing the material they will need for the data collection (for example they may need to write up questions for a questionnaire. When making this decision it is important to ensure that they align with the rest of the onion and with your aims and objectives. 

Conclusion 
In conclusion, this chapter has outlined the research design and methodological approaches that will be used for this project. By using  qualitive, quantitative and a mixed methods approach, this project aims to achieve a better understanding of societal attitudes, victim blaming and how their role helps shape stereotypical views within the criminal justice. The methodology outlined here provides a structured and strategic approach, setting the foundation for the analysis of the data in the subsequent chapters.
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