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Character Dossier
I will be playing as the Satrap of the Ptolemaic province of Cilicia, who is also the revered patron of the Cilician city of Tarsos. My character will be of Greek decent due to the preference that the Ptolemies had for Greeks due to their court being located in the Macedonian-founded Alexandria, and the dynasty’s existence because of Alexander the Great[footnoteRef:1]. [1:  Fraser, 1972] 

I envision my character to have brown hair and brown eyes with a rather pale complexion due to remaining indoors. However, brown hair was not considered particularly appealing as fair or blonde hair was believed to be more ethereal[footnoteRef:2].  She prays to Aphrodite[footnoteRef:3] daily for the gift of becoming more beautiful. Her name is Artemisia of Cilicia. [2:  Goddesses such as Aphrodite and Mnemosyne had fair (blonde) hair – see Konstan, 2015]  [3:  Goddess of beauty – see Konstan, 2015] 

In terms of being a female satrap, there is evidence from Caria of two female satraps during the beginning of the Hellenistic period, Artemisia II and Ada[footnoteRef:4]. These two sisters of the Hecatomnid[footnoteRef:5] dynasty were married to their brothers, Mausolous (Married to Artemisia)[footnoteRef:6] and Idrieus (Married to Ada)[footnoteRef:7]. Both these women were known to be fearsome military commanders, with Ada of Caria being given the command of the siege of Halicarnassus by Alexander the Great[footnoteRef:8], whom she then adopted becoming a ‘secondary mother’[footnoteRef:9] and Vitruvius claiming that Artemisia was militarily involved in a surprise attack by the Rhodian navy on Halicarnassus[footnoteRef:10]. Taking this as a precedent, Artemisia of Cilicia shall be involved in the running of the military. [4:  Ruzicka, 1992, P.101; Carney, 2005, P.68]  [5:  Bockisch, 1970; Hornblower 1982; Ruzicka, 1992; Carney, 2005]  [6:  Carney, 2005, P.66; Ruzicka, 1992, P.25]  [7:  Arr. 1.23.7; Strab. 14.656; Diod. 16.45.7; Carney, 2005, P.68]  [8:  Strab.14.2.17; Carney, 2005, P.70; Bosworth, 1980, P.154]  [9:  Arr.1.23.8; Plut. Alex. 22.4-5; Mor. 127b, 180; Carney, 2005, P.70]  [10:  Vit.2.14-15; Bockisch 1970, P.162; Bean, 1980] 

Based on the historical precedent of being married to the previous satrap, Artemisia was married to the late Arsames who died in 228BCE, after having visited Alexandria on business. His death may have been due to malaria[footnoteRef:11], which was a persistent problem in Hellenistic Egypt[footnoteRef:12]. Similar to how Artemisia II reacted to Mausolous’ death with the building of the Mausoleum at Halicarnassus[footnoteRef:13], Artemisia of Cilicia built a new section of the Tarsos library in his honour, as both she and her husband was well educated due to their stations.  [11:  Scheidel, 2001 ]  [12:  Strab. 17.1.7; Scheidel, 2001; ]  [13: 5 Strab. 14.16; Cic. Tusc. 3.31.75; Aul. Gell. NA. 10.18.4; Plin. N ] 

Artemisia gained her position of satrap through being a trusted friend of the Ptolemies because of her father’s position and being the wife of an only child of an only child. Another reason for taking the position is that her 11-year marriage to Arsames was entirely childless, similar to the real Artemisia[footnoteRef:14]. This is something that plagues Artemisia as she longs for a child to pass on her position to. The dynastic aspect of Hellenistic rulers can be found throughout the period, with a prime example being the Diadochi. Focusing on the two successful Diadochi, Ptolemy I Soter and Seleukus I Nicator, both followed the pattern of passing down the throne to their children with varying degrees of success[footnoteRef:15], setting a historical precedent to be followed. [14:  Strab.14.656]  [15:  Ogden, 1999, xi; Bingen, 2007; Strootman, 2014] 

My character is in-charge of the running of the government of Cilicia, so must oversee everything from taxes through to the planning of festivities. As satrap, I must ensure that internal petitions are dealt with readily and quickly and take responsibility for petitioning the Ptolemaic king for various resources that are needed within Cilicia. As well as this, I must take responsibility for the upkeep and expansion of the city of Tarsos as both the satrap and revered patron. This is an important task as Tarsos is at the base of the Cilician Gates[footnoteRef:16], making it a military stronghold and an important trade centre. As well as this, Strabo tells us there is also a naval base in the lake at Tarsus[footnoteRef:17], indicating that the city is an important location during the Hellenistic and Roman periods. [16:  Lendering, 2017; Brewster, 1993]  [17:  Strab. 14.5.10] 

One of the main aims of my character to be able to build up a wall or small fort at the foot of the Cilician Gates. This is to give the satrapy the ability to tax traders and armies that wish to pass through the territory. The tax imposed would allow for a second form of consistent income, alongside the logging industry present within Cilicia[footnoteRef:18]. The imposition of this tax is viable due to the Cilician Gates being the only traversable route across the Taurus mountains[footnoteRef:19], with a remark from Xenophon stating that only one cart at a time was able to pass through[footnoteRef:20]. [18:  Hoff and Townsend, 2013; Bazin, 1991]  [19:  Lendring, 2017]  [20:  Xeno. Ana.1.2.21] 

To attempt this venture, my character will petition the Ptolemaic king for yearly investment in exchange of keeping gates closed to outside armies as long as the payment is continued. As previously stated through Strabo, Tarsos is an extremely important city and it is logical to place a fortress further up the pass to protect its [the cities] interests. 
A second aim of my character is to improve relations with the pirates present within Cilicia. According to Gabbert’s paper[footnoteRef:21] on pirates, men such as Timarchos the Aetolian pirate operated of their own accord and Ptolemy II, according to Pausanias, used pirates against Antiochos in the Second Syrian War[footnoteRef:22]. These two examples, though not explicitly Cilician, show an active pirate community within Asia Minor that indicates to me that it would be beneficial to create a communication channel between myself and the local pirates. This issue will be tackled through various channels of communication but the primary one will be the creation of a hybrid cult between a Ptolemaic god and a local deity. The historical evidence for a cult of this kind can be found in the development of the Isis-Serapis cult which began in Alexandria[footnoteRef:23] and spread beyond the Ptolemaic empire. The creation of a cult that appease both the native people and the foreign settlers allows for my character to begin to create a more unified religion and, through this, a more unified satrapy. It will be expected that a court official will visit to oversee the first of these festivals to a new god[footnoteRef:24]. [21:  Gabbert, 1986]  [22:  Paus.1.7.3]  [23:  McKechnie, 2008]  [24: McKechnie, 2008] 

Due to my characters position, she will be expected to entertain visitors from the Ptolemaic court through festivals and various cultural experiences. As the satrap of Cilicia, my character will be in charge of co-ordinating the festivities, including responsibility for ensuring the delegation of tasks and money to various court officials involved. 
Overall, my job as satrap is to rule Cilicia through effective council and successful petitions to the king as well as controlling income and expenditure in and out the region. I will be responsible for ensuring fair tax rates, food distribution and judicial rulings.
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