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Section 1: Introducing the Research Paper and Topic Development
I will be writing this report based on the research paper titled ‘She didn’t know how to go back to school’: School attendance problems in the context of the Covid-19 pandemic-A multiple stakeholder qualitative study with parents and professionals’
The authors of this paper are; Lester. K.J, McDonald. B and Michelson. D. (21 October 2022). 
This paper was written to understand how primary school attendance has been affected by the pandemic Covid-19 as due to school closures and unauthorised absences during this time has led to increased unauthorised absences since school has reopened, and how the effects of the pandemic are still causing barriers to this day. It looks at how poor school attendance can lead to low academic attainment, school dropout, unemployment and mental disorders. The research was obtained by a qualitative study with multiple stakeholders. A stakeholder (Indeed 2026) can be anyone with a vested interest within the school setting or is directly affected by its operations and decisions these incudes students, parents, teachers and the broader community. The stakeholder used in this study are parents with children of school age and professionals i.e. teachers and education specialist.
This problem is important in the UK health and social care sector as school attendance can impact on children's mental health. Schools play an important role in supporting the mental health and wellbeing of children (Department for Education (DFE), 2023) and are well-placed to provide interventions to build resilience in children, which is essential to mental health, learning and development (PHE,2023). 
According to the Health Foundation (2025) School attendance is essential for children to be able to develop important life skills such as decision making, problem-solving, creating valuable connections and learning self-value. Schools play an important role in safeguarding children as they can offer the opportunity to engage with specific health-oriented interventions and programmes on nutrition, exercise and physical activity, PHSE and mental health which plays a crucial part in the well-being of a child.
The NSPCC (2024) states that with children not attending school there is an increase in the number of children being referred with links to domestic abuse, there are also concerns about the increased number of exploitations of vulnerable children because of school closures.

Section 2: Understanding the Purpose and Research Question
The research objective in this paper is to look at the effect on primary school students returning to school after the mass disturbance of school closure and unauthorised absences caused by the lockdown during the Covid-19 pandemic and the ongoing absences after school reopened. It looks at the how the pandemic affected the lives of both students and parents and how the effects are still causing barriers for children returning to school years after the pandemic. It looks at the effects caused on future of children who do not attend school in both their academic and personal lives and the adverse outcome it can have. It looks at trying to find community-based intervention strategies to help this situation and get children back into school.

Section 3: Understanding the Research Methods
Quantitative Research Methods 
Dr Quinian (2023) explains this type of research is designed to generate numerical data. The data is presented in a numerical format; it uses numbers or data that can be coded into numbers. Quantitative data is usually collected by questionnaires, poles or scales which can be a very efficient way of collecting large quantiles of data. Although this is an effective way of gathering large amounts of data it can be limited for in-depth data gathering as the questionnaires are pre-made and filled in by individuals on their own so the researcher does not have the chance to speak to them or probe for more in-depth responses. This type of research is useful for statical data collection
Qualitative Research methods
Dr Quinian (2023) explains this type of research is designed to generate non-numeric data; it uses words not numbers. This can come in the form of transcripts of interviews or focus groups, it can also come in the form of visual data. Qualitative data uses smaller group perspectives. This research is done in the field so the researcher can focus on individual views/ perspectives/ ideas/ concerns which gives the researcher the opportunity to probe a response which will help them with gathering more in-depth information. This type of research is useful for collecting data which is based on participants personal views, opinions and personal life experiences.
Mixed Research Methods
This is research done by using both quantitative and qualitative methods. It combines both research methods; this combines both statistical precision with in-depth contextual analysis. It provides a comprehensive result that neither method can provide on its own.
Chosen Method
The research paper I have chosen for this report used qualitative research by surveys and in-depth interviews. It uses mixed research methods as it uses quantitative data for statics on the number of participants from the two different groups. The research was obtained through primary research method as it was done in person by the researcher
Primary Research 
This is research that has been collected first hand by the researcher directly from the source, without outside interpretation. It is original research that has not done been done before which makes it more accurate, as it is their own research it allows the researcher to form new independent conclusions instead of relying on interpretations of other people. As it is done by the researcher It can be time consuming and expensive as it requires more resources. Primary research can also be bias as it might contain a subjective viewpoint.
Secondary research 
This is research done by somebody else for a different purpose, you can get multiple sources, helping you identify larger patterns, trends and scholarly consensus. You are obtaining it second hand. It is research you intend to use and include as part of your research paper. As the information is already done it saves on time. As the research is already done so it can be difficult to find exactly what you are looking for, and sources of information can quickly become obsolete compared to up-to date primary data.
Data Collection 
The data for this research paper was collected qualitative by firstly using surveys given to parents and professionals asking open-ended questions and then using the surveys to conduct in-depth qualitative interviews. Quantitative research was used in the number of participants, parents and professionals who took part in this research, which gives the writers statics of the two groups used in the research paper. This was primary research as it was done in person by the researcher. Approval for this research paper was obtained prior to conducting this research as of any ethical issues with this research paper.
Analysing Data 
The data from this research paper was analysed by firstly using deductive coding from the research questions. The analysis was done by familiarising their selves with the data collected, this was done by reading the manuscripts multiple times. The data was organised into a more manageable format to bring the data together to map and interpret the data set as a whole. The analysis was led by a person who has experience in the education field, who also drew on their own lived experiences as a teacher (Flecther,2016). All the authors met frequently throughout the data collection to discuss their findings. Once they had a conceptual understanding they could then work on finding community stagiaires to help with this problem.
Conclusion 
In this report I have given an introduction into the research paper and shown I understand the purpose for the paper. I have conducted my own research firstly into why this is an important issue within health and social care sector, Secondly, I researched the different types of data research. I have explained what qualitative, quantitative and mixed methods research are. I have researched what primary and secondary data research is. I have explained data collection and analysis of the research paper. Through doing this research paper I have learnt the difference between the research methods, I have learnt depending on what type of research I am conducting which method would be best to use. I have discovered the difference between primary and secondary sources. I feel that going forward in my studies I am a lot more confident in completing any further research I will need to do, as I have a better understanding of how to accomplish what needs to be done and how I need to do it, to achieve my final goal.
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