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WEEK 4 DESCRIPTION AND READING

DEEP ECOLOGY AND NATURE

NICK CAMPION

Tasks for this week.

1.Review the weekly schedule
2.Make a note of essay requirements and deadlines
3.Download the Required Reading: There is no need to read it all this week, but you should do so over the next three to four weeks.
4.Contine to work on essay 1
5.Begin to think about essay 2.

Theme for the Week
This week we focus on Harmony and Nature

DESCRIPTION
This week we introduce the notions of Harmony, Nature and Place. The UN document ‘Harmony with Nature’ assumes that nature is essentially harmonious and that we can live in harmony with it. But both the classical Greek and Chinese versions of Harmony assume that the universe is pulled between different poles or energies. This is important because if we assume that there is a single way of being in harmony with nature then there may be a single set of solutions to all problems – personal, collective, social, political; economic and spiritual/religious/metaphysical. But if there is no one way of being in harmony with nature then there is no one single set of solutions. Rather, there are multiple solutions and pragmatic approaches rather than ideological. Local contexts may matter more than universal principles.

A pervasive motif in the modern world, dating back to the eighteenth-century Romantics, is that humanity is entwined with nature, has lost touch with it, and urgently needs to recover its connections with it. This sense of disconnection has been lent a sense of urgency by climate change. For example:

Humans and nature are intimately and independently intertwined. They interact, reciprocally, overtime, and affect each other in a relationship, characterised by continuous change, a failure to recognise this, according to Grande (2000, Page 354), has resulted in humanity experiencing a crisis ‘rooted in the increasingly invalid relationship between human beings and the rest of nature’. This increasingly disharmonious relationship is contributing to the occurrence of extreme natural events, and to their impacts being more serious and enduring… We suggest that to stem the tide humanity needs to urgently (re) establish harmonious relationships with nature.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Buergelt, P.T., D. Paton, B. Sithole, KP.S.D.V. Prasadarao, L. Campion and J. Campion. ‘Living in Harmony with Nature: Source of Well-Being and Adaptive Capacities A Paradigm Shift’. In Disaster Resilience: an Integrated Approach, 2nd edn, edited by D. Paton and D.M. Johnson, (Springfield, IL: Charles C. Thomas, 2017), pp. 289–307 (p. 289).
] 

The philosophical approach we introduce this week is Deep Ecology, as formulated by Arne Naess, which argues that human beings are entirely contained within the natural world. In classical Greek contexts Deep Ecology is a restatement of Stoicism. We also introduce ethical issues.

READING
The reading list this week is relatively short. From now on you will have more opportunity to catch up with reading from weeks 1 to 3 or explore new areas related to nature.
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