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Supporting Paper: The Impact of Mainstream Media of Policing







In this presentation, the area of conversation that is going to be discussed is the impact of mainstream media on policing and public confidence. There are six media outlets that are utilized to report crime. They are the following. National media which is where major crime incidents such as the Yorkshire ripper and won’t cover individual crimes unless there is a national interest , Local media will cover most crimes that happen in the local area, Web based media is the most used news outlet utilized because the internet has many sources such as social media and now newspaper companies post full newspapers online, Hard news is incidents that are occurring as they broadcast or the incident has just happened, Soft news  is news that isn’t as popular or has only some interest so they might appear after major new coverage and columns is where personal opinion is said about stories, (Canadian resource Centre for victims of crime 2021). 
Looking into how the media portrays crime, the Australian Psychology Society(2021) think that the media can over cover a incident and that by doing so and reporting inaccurate view of the incident, it can cause anger to grow against a certain group. In most cases the police or an emergency service. And this can be backed by Harper (2019) because he stated that most news coverage is about crime and the crime that is covered is sex offences and violent offences, which would support the thought that the Canadian resource for victims of crime (2021) made that there are different groups of news that is covered. Its interest that only crimes such as violent crimes or sex offences are covered when their crime rate is on the decrease. The office of national statistics (2020) reported a decrease from 4.7% to 1.6% of adults victimization of violent crime from the year 1995 to 2020, with an overall decrease of violent crime offences of 72%. And even sexual assault offences saw a decrease to 2.2%, this number normally switches between 1.5% and 3%, (Office of national Statistics 2020). Where as crimes such as theft, which had a rise of 8% in 2018, (Office of National Statistics 2019). If the media would report on less violent offences such as this it might have been raised as an bigger issue. Because a year before the police mentioned how they might have to stop investigating minor offences as funding is to low, (Travis 2017).
Courtauld(2014) suggest that for a person who watches 4 or more hours of TV a day will be four times more feared of crime. Which has suggested that it creates panic in peoples minds. Greer (2013) believed that the media over report crime incidents and creates fear as said by Courtauld (2014) but what Greer (2013) also suggest is that it creates an image painting innocent. For exampling after the George Floyd incident all police officers were seen as racist and power-hungry people, (Logan 2020).
Now there is the internet, news paper companies such as the Guardians and BBC can post online which gets younger readers involved. Such as Rawlinson (2021) and Storer (2021). In both articles it mentions about how criminals have adapted to COVID-19 and dress up as NHS staff and runners to sell drugs and dog napping have raised as an increase in dog owners as people have been home. Which could be seen as a benefit as people can be more aware of the people that are around and to take more precaution. 
Looking at a time where the media has effected the way the public think and see, is the kill the bill protests. The protest are in response to a new bill that will allow police to shut down or stop people protesting. This bill involves other areas in which new methods are being introduced. But the way the media outlets like the Guardian and others. Zahir (2021) titles her article ‘tensions grow between protester and scandal hit police’. Another article written by Day (2021) for the BBC. He titled his article ‘This law seems a direct attack on us’, instigating that the police are a main seat behind the introduction of this bill. Yet the police have had no say in any part of the creation of the bill. The BBC News (2021) posted an article where the PM himself has said how these protests are disgraceful, with the title picture of the violence in which the police must deal with. Arguably you could say the BBC are posting this so that they are not seen as one of the media outlets fuelling the rage behind these protesters.
What the college of policing (2017) say to all officers is that anything that they say, the media will report it. The college of policing brakes it down into three terms reportable, Unreportable and Embargoed. What reportable stands for, is anything that is said to the media can be publicised, unreportable stands for information that is told to the media that cannot be publicised. This is where the police aim to strengthen their partnership with media. And embargoed is information that is told to the media but can’t be publicised until a certain date. 
What researchers such as Hatter (2020) suggests is that what the media report when reporting crime is the violent encounters the police come across, especially with black ethnic minorities and they negatively affect the views of the public then when they see the police. Other researchers such as Gorvett (2020) who offers similar views to Hatter (2020) but also mentions how the media can sit in our minds and control our view of other countries, immigrants, economies, and the government. Logan (2020) is a clear example of how the media can wrongly portray people. In his article an ex-officer is interview about the BLM protests and the officer describes how he was in tears when he saw and heard what had happened to George Floyd. Which clear suggest that not every officer is racist or a power-hungry person.
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